Spaghetti at the frontline and tea with Khomeini’s daughter!
Documentary Days with Mario Gianni
Mario Gianni, the Italian television legend, has
experienced more than most. For more than 50 years,
Gianni has produced programs for the state-run RAI
and other TV stations around the world. He is one
of the first to film the Yanomami in the Amazon, he
interviews Indira Gandhi after her coup d’état, talks
to the Dalai Lama several
times and travels 2,000
kilometers along the Congo
in an inflatable boat. He also
interviews tsunami victims
on the Andaman Islands,
Italians who mine opals in
Australia, films the Afghan
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar in his
mountain hideout, becoming the target of an attack
by American troops during the interview. He manages
an interview with the Ayatollah Khomeini’s daughter
Zahra, which has been acquired by CBS. How this
came to be is a story of its own.

But it is not the spectacular
events of world politics that
drive Gianni. His fundamental
interest has always been the
human species. Gianni is a
curious man who wants to
know what drives people, what
holds societies together, or
why happy people live in the
Banda Islands, even though
there is little more than nutmeg.
In short, Gianni is rightly kind of
a legend for the documentary
film industry – and he has a lot
to share! And yes, the program
Spaghetti at the Frontline
really does exist. In 2008
Gianni produced four films about the Italian troops on
their Nato missions in the various theaters of war. The
program was a great success on the RAI channel.

DOCUMENTARY DAYS – 22
offers the perfect opportunity to meet Mario Gianni,
and learn from him in person. In 2022 a series of
seminars will open in his hometown in Umbria, where
filmmakers, journalists, ethnologists and media people
will come together to study, to discuss and to inspire
each other.

During the pandemic, Gianni reported on the
seemingly inconspicuous people in his home
community in Umbria, bringing affectionate portraits
of a university professor dedicated to growing roses
and how a village mayor who cultivates garlic while
undertaking research for NASA comes about.

Participants will make short
films on location about
personalities, landmarks, events
in the area. Edited on site, films
will be shared and feedbacked,
as praxis examples for future,
larger projects.
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In a dream-like, yet informal
setting in the Tuscan-Umbrian
countryside, Mario Gianni
will articulate the method
of cinematic storytelling he
developed over decades
and, through examples and
practical exercises, give seminar
participants a fresh perspective
on their own work – or offer
guidance to start developing a
body of work.

Schedule Outline
Day 1 Arrival and Introduction
Day 2 Documentary formats and typologies

Tenuta di Poggiolame: this unique place in the
historical landscape of Umbria offers the ideal
environment to make this kind of training possible.
The large farm has been beautifully renovated, offers
comfort yet isolated enough to provide a focus on the
theme of the seminar. Olive trees, fresh air, a clear
starry sky, local food and first class facilities provide
the support for an inspired engagement with this
material, with Mario and other participants.

Day 3 Structure of the documentary narrative and
drafting of a project to be carried out in the area

Totally secluded, only two hours away from Florence
or Rome, surrounded by small historic towns and the
elegant restaurants that enchant all visitors to the region.

Mario Gianni

Day 4 Site inspections and research on the web
Day 5 Shooting and downloading of footage to
computer
Day 6 Collective editing and sharing of films and final
discussion

vimeo.com/user53545772

Dates and Cost
October 2–8, 2022

archivioluce.com/fondo-mario-gianni

Price per person (course fee, food and accommodation)
= 1,175 euro

youtube.com/c/MarioGianniTolomei/featured

