
By Andrea Bogard
Do you ever prime yourself for a task you know in your 

knower (Thanks, Dr. Suess!) is going to take every mental, 
emotional and strategic resource you have and it ends up 
barely scratching the surface of what you anticipated?  

No? Just me then? Well, I want 
to tell you a story. Last year I tack-
led the trifecta of newly divorced 
womanhood:

1. I designed and built a gun 
closet with my very own tools 
(Super excited about my new 
Harbor Freight rewards ac-
count! It’s the little things…).
2. I designed and constructed 
my own reloading bench in my 
third bedroom/office.
3. I put together, set up and 
made hundreds of fun seeds on 
my beautiful blue SL900. 
I was feeling pretty solid about my budding mechanical 

skills. Being a gunwriter, I knew the time had come to 
tackle metallic loading. So, back to Dillon I went. 

A note on why I went with this particular model: When 
I contacted Dillon looking for a recommendation, they 
asked about my end goals. Was I looking to get into large 
scale production? Did I want to load both pistol and 
rifle, or concentrate on one? Was I looking to do match 

centric rifle loading or a balanced 
blend of target and hunting? After 
discussion, it was decided that the 
RL550C would be the best fit for 
my current usage goals. 

I had a peculiar feeling of déjà 
vu as the Fed Ex guy watched me 
drag another set of boxes past my 
propped open screen door. These 
boxes were smaller and more 
manageable, but there was still a 
niggling sense of dread….

I vacuumed around them on 
the floor of my office for a solid 
two weeks. Each time I gave my-

self “the talk” about how I had to put it together. It went 
something like this:

“Hey Andi, you got this. You put together your 

Dillon RL550C

“There was what looked 
like a Quick Start 

Guide for a moderately 
complicated toaster 

in my hands. It was full 
color, brochure-like in 
structure and it said, 

‘Get Ready to Reload!’”
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