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How to Know When You Turned Away From the Lord 
Let's cut the niceties and get straight to the point: you might be turning away from the 

Lord and not even realize it. While we're at it, let's talk about your friends, family, and fellow 

churchgoers who might also be on the same dangerous path. Sitting comfortably, convinced that 

a weekly church visit or an occasional prayer suffices to keep you in God's good graces? Spoiler 

alert: it doesn't. If you've been sleepwalking through your faith, it's time to snap out of it. 

Spiritual apathy is not just a phase; it's a slippery slope to a life devoid of divine connection. 

Recognizing your spiritual decline is hard enough, but seeing it in others can be even more 

challenging. However, noticing when those around you are drifting away from God is essential. 

Are they skipping church more often? Do their prayers sound rote and lifeless? Are they 

rationalizing sinful behaviors? These are all red flags. So, before you brush this off as another 

preachy lecture, take a hard look at your spiritual state and that of those you care about. Are you 

genuinely walking with the Lord, or are you, and perhaps those around you, slowly drifting 

away, inch by inch, excuse by excuse? Let’s dig into the telltale signs that you or someone you 

know might be turning away from God and prepare for some uncomfortable truths. 

Signs of Turning Away 

One clear sign of turning away from the Lord is losing our spiritual direction. This 

happens when we start compromising on our moral values or accepting teachings that go against 

the Bible. It's like we're allowing ourselves to be misled by those who tell us what we want to 

hear, not what we need to hear. This lack of spiritual insight can lead to moral ambiguity and a 

watering down of the Gospel message, distancing us from a vibrant, life-changing relationship 

with God. 

Moreover, relational strife and division within the church can be symptomatic of turning 

away from the Lord. This is not just a personal matter; it has a ripple effect on the entire 

community. When factions arise, and unity is fractured, it hinders the church's ability to fulfill its 

mission effectively. The Apostle Paul addressed this issue in his first letter to the Corinthians, 

admonishing them for their division and urging them to be united in mind and judgment (1 

Corinthians 1:10). A lack of love and unity among believers not only grieves the Holy Spirit but 

also weakens the church's witness to the world. Recognizing these signs requires humility, 

introspection, and a willingness to realign our hearts and priorities with God's will. It's not just 

about you; it's about the health and unity of the entire church community. 

Examples of Divine Punishment from Biblical Times 

The Bible contains numerous accounts of individuals and nations facing divine 

consequences for turning away from God. Take, for instance, the Israelites in the wilderness. 

Despite witnessing miraculous deliverance from Egypt and experiencing God's provision 

firsthand, they repeatedly rebelled against Him. Their faithlessness led to dire consequences, 

including wandering the wilderness for forty years (Numbers 14:26-35). Similarly, the people of 

Judah faced the wrath of God for their idolatry and disobedience. Despite warnings from 
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prophets like Jeremiah, they persisted in their wicked ways, ultimately resulting in the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the Babylonian exile (Jeremiah 25:8-11). 

In the New Testament, the church in Corinth serves as another example. Despite 

receiving the teachings of the apostle Paul and experiencing the power of the Holy Spirit, they 

allowed sinful practices and divisions to infiltrate their community. As a result, Paul admonished 

them sternly, warning them of the consequences of their actions (1 Corinthians 5:1-13). These 

Biblical examples serve as sobering reminders of the seriousness of turning away from the Lord. 

They illustrate that divine punishment is not reserved for ancient times but is a reality that 

persists throughout history. 

Real-life Examples of Turning Away from the Lord 

Turning away from the Lord isn't confined to ancient times; it's a timeless struggle 

affecting individuals and societies today. Consider the moral decay and spiritual apathy that has 

permeated Western culture since the latter half of the 20th century. This is not a distant problem; 

it's happening right before us. In pursuit of material wealth, personal gratification, and secular 

ideologies, many have drifted away from the foundations of faith and moral values. The 

consequences of this societal shift are evident in various spheres of life, from broken families 

and rampant substance abuse to widespread injustice and moral relativism. This is not a trend we 

can afford to ignore. 

One notable example is the rise of secularism and moral relativism in Western societies. 

As people increasingly prioritize individual autonomy and reject absolute moral truths, the fabric 

of society begins to unravel. The breakdown of traditional family structures, the erosion of 

ethical standards in business and politics, and the normalization of behaviors once considered 

sinful are all indicative of a culture drifting away from God. Moreover, pursuing material wealth 

and consumerism has led many to prioritize worldly possessions over spiritual well-being. The 

relentless pursuit of success, often at the expense of relationships and personal integrity, can 

result in spiritual emptiness and disillusionment. Despite the outward appearance of prosperity, 

many individuals find themselves spiritually bankrupt and disconnected from God. 

Biblical Perspective on Contemporary Challenges 

From a Biblical perspective, the consequences of turning away from the Lord are clear. 

Just as the Israelites faced divine judgment for their disobedience, contemporary societies risk 

experiencing the repercussions of moral decline and spiritual apathy. The Bible doesn't just warn; 

it guides us on how to navigate these challenges. It emphasizes the importance of repentance and 

returning to the Lord, showing us that we can change our course. 

In the book of Isaiah, the prophet laments the moral decay and spiritual blindness of his 

people, warning them of the consequences of their disobedience (Isaiah 5:20-25). Similarly, the 

apostle Paul admonishes the church in Rome for their ungodliness and unrighteousness, 

highlighting the importance of turning away from sin and seeking God's forgiveness (Romans 

1:18-32). 
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Recognizing Contemporary Signs of Turning Away 

Moreover, in light of these timeless Biblical principles and the unique challenges of our 

modern era, it is imperative to discern the signs of turning away from the Lord in our lives and 

communities. A decline in spiritual fervor manifested through a lukewarm attitude toward prayer, 

worship, and spiritual disciplines can indicate a drifting heart. Similarly, a preoccupation with 

worldly pursuits such as material wealth, status, and personal gratification may signal a departure 

from spiritual priorities. Moreover, a disregard for moral values, evidenced by a tolerance for 

injustice, dishonesty, and immorality, can further exacerbate spiritual apathy and distance 

individuals from God's truth. Just as the prophets and apostles called their contemporaries to 

repentance, we must recognize these signs and respond with humility, repentance, and a renewed 

commitment to seeking God's guidance in these troubled times. 
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