December 2024
South Dakota Federation of Republican Women
President’s
Special Edition
With 2025 upon us, the SDFRW President wishes to convey her gratitude for being elected president for 2023 & 2024. In the following pages, you will read what has transpired in the past year, along with some shared pictures that
capture the essence of our journey together.
As newsletter and website chair, I have been able to work with Catherine in a relationship that many are not able to, with the additions to the newsletter that she wished to convey and highlight, to also creating new ways of getting information vital to the organization and party available to those that needed it and wanted to share. I have learned through working with Catherine that she is extremely patient and tolerant, she is kind and caring, but she is also very fierce and a person who should not be taken likely; she believes in our organization and our party to the point that no one could understand unless you knew her. She has taken this state organization to a new level that we never achieved with her and her executive board, along with committees, putting their direction and time into
campaigning, fundraising, and various projects.
I am genuinely grateful for the person I have come to know and call my friend throughout these past years.
J. Boerger
.
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SDFRW Christmas at the Capitol
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South Dakota Federation of Republican Women
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
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C h a p l i n ’ s	C o r n e r 
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South Dakota Federation of Republican Women
Congratulations to the Slate of Officers elected unanimously at the 2024 SDFRW Biennial Convention!
President – Beka Zerbst
1st Vice-President – Jeni Boerger 2nd Vice-President – Debbie Schnell
3rd Vice-President – MaryLee Plut
4th Vice-President – Karen Brandt
Secretary – Nancy Ziegeldorf
Treasurer – Kari Shanard-Koenders Member-at-Large – Maryann Bierman
Member-at-Large – Lauri Davis
Member-at-Large – Val Higgins Member-at-Large – Sandy Rhoden
Please note: President Catherine Barranco will not be assuming the position of Past President at the end of the year. Instead, Penny Sattgast will continue to serve as Past President.
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This month’s Featured Article from NFRW
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South Dakota Federation of Republican Women
Requested - Wanted
For newsletters:
Pictures of fairs and other events through out the state.
Let’s show members and the viewers:
How SDFRW represents and helps to educate the republicans here in our
great republican state!
Would you like SDFRW to text
you?
Would you like to receive texts about upcoming
SDFRW events and announcements?
FCC laws are prickly when it comes to texts, so in order for you to take part in the texting program, you must formally request to opt in. So,
if you’d like to receive texted reminders and notices, email Catherine Barranco at president@SDFRW.org with your name and the cell number where you’d like to receive texts.
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South Dakota Federation of Republican Women
2024 Newsletter Monthly Schedule
January, April, July, & October:
Cenkota, Codington, James River, Northern Hills &
Pennington
February, May, August & November: Aurora-Douglas, Brown, Minnehaha -Lincoln, Meade &
Winners Circle
March, June, September & December:
Cyberspace, Beadle, Fall River, Sioux River
& South Central
Please find your Club and Write down the months that you are in the Newsletter.
The reports are due the 27th of the prior to the month featured.
Clubs may submit at anytime with club updates, photos.
Send any questions, reports &/or pictures to:
sdfrwnews@gmail.com
Newsletter Chair: Jen Boerger
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See Us Now!
www.sdfrw.org
@SoDakFRW
SoDakFRW
@SouthDakotaFRW
America Home of the Free & the Brave!
28


image6.jpeg
Campaigns

Our Campaigns Committee has been exceptionally active these last two years!

Pipelines vs. Property Rights Debate, called by The Dakota Scout the first eminent domain debate in
South Dakota’s history, drew over 400 attendees and generated tremendous publicity
Launched elections page on the SDFRW website, compiling a variety of resources, including links to
register to vote, look up voter registration and your sample ballot, find your polling place, and ballot
guestion explanations from the Secretary of State
Sent statewide mailer featuring the Republican candidates for that respective district on one side.
The other side featured a No on G and H message with the tagline “H is Horrid and G is Ghastly,”
along with a link to our SDFRW elections page
Created one-page fact sheet about elections, including key election dates, what to bring with you
when you vote, how to register to vote, etc. along with a specialized QR bringing people directly to
the elections page on SDFRW’s website. Our volunteers distributed this one-pager along with
membership brochures while volunteering at the SDGOP building throughout the State Fair
Procuring an in-kind donation for a month’s worth of Digital Billboards. Ad featured the SDFRW logo
followed by a Get Out the Vote message and played on dozens of billboards around Sioux Falls
Local Election Watch Party + Legislature Sign Distribution Event — Sioux Falls
Statewide Candidate Meet and Greet + Sign Distribution Event both for Candidates as well as No on
G and H - Rapid City
Door Knocking in Montana for Senatorial Candidate Tim Sheehy
Door Knocking in Nebraska for Senator Deb Fischer; recruiting South Dakota College Republicans
to joinus
Multiple Days of Action in 2023 and 2024 — Door knocking for local candidates in Sioux Falls and
Rapid City as well as legislative and statewide candidates
Joined with Life Defense Fund and SD College Republicans for a day of action, door knocking against
Amendments G and H, the two ballot measures on which the SDGOP had taken a position
Convention featured speakers that educated attendees on the dangers of Amendments G and H,
including: Attorney General Marty Jackley, Life Defense Fund Attorney Sara Frankenstein, PUC
Commissioner Kristie Fiegen, and SDGOP Chair John Wiik
Created social media posts:

o highlighting differences between Republicans and Democrats

o bringing awareness to our stance against Amendments G and H

o bringing together links for an assortment of results, making it easier for people to find out

results as they came in election night

o helping people learn about Republican Watch Parties across the state

o standing with NFRW to let people know that strong, intelligent women stand with Trump

o educating people on how to dispose of campaign materials properly
Distributing Get Out the Vote palm cards generated by SDFRW to educate the public about Sioux
Falls’ confusing voting system for local elections
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Other Political Activity

Although we’ve been incredibly active with political campaigns, we’ve been active in other ways, too!

Launched the Statewide Republican Calendar on the SDFRW website: a filterable calendar bringing
together events from the state and county GOPs as well as SDFRW, our clubs, the Young
Republicans, College Republicans, and Teenage Republicans. We added important election dates
aswell.
Hosted two Legislative Days that included introductions in both the House and Senate chambers,
time for people to observe and/or testify at committee hearings, and group photos with Governor
Kristi Noem and Lt. Governor Larry Rhoden. Members delighted in VIP tours of the Governor’s
Mansion as well as up into the Capitol dome and through the subterranean tunnels below the
Capitol.
Played an active, visible role at the SDGOP Convention:
o Hosted “Under One Tent” Hospitality Suite
o Hosted Break-the-lce BINGO, giving hotel stays, gift cards, and other fun prizes to the
winners while building SDFRW’s name brand
Hosted information booth about SDFRW that featured membership brochures and our six
new trade-show-style informational foam board
o Asked convention goers who visited the booth to leave their name and contact information
so they could be entered into our door prize drawing; gave a huge basket to the winner
Walking in 4™ of July Parades across South Dakota promoting patriotism and the Federation
Distributing weekly legislative reports during session including descriptions of each bill coming up
in committee or coming to the floor for a vote that week
Publishing Letters to the Editor, including one promoting Keep 9 and one calling for the Biden
Administration to stop funding traffickers
Submitting articles through NFRW’s News Center
Providing refreshments and volunteers for the SDGOP Building throughout the State Fair every year
Passing multiple resolutions, many of which were featured in online political blogs:
o Supporting a constitutional amendment to keep the Supreme Court at nine justices
Supporting the Mt. Rushmore Protection Act
Supporting the Stop the Taxpayer Funding of Traffickers Act
Expressing SDFRW’s opposition to South Dakota Senate Bill 40 (SB40)
Condemning recent Hamas attacks and affirming support for Israel
Commending the United States Supreme Court for exercising jurisdiction and reviewing
state-level decisions removing Donald J. Trump from 2024 primary ballots
Applauding President Donald J. Trump’s accomplishments in office and whole-heartedly
supporting him in his 2024 Presidential campaign
Guest Speakers included, among others: U.S. Senator Marsha Blackburn, Vice President at the
Center for Security Policy Claire Lopez, NFRW Regional Director Lorie Legere, Secretary of Tribal
Relations Dave Flute, Senate Majority Leader Jim Mehlhaff, PUC Commissioners Kristie Fiegen &
Chris Nelson, Governor’s Chief of Communications lan Fury, each of SDGOP’s Executive Directors
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Community Building

~ Outside SDFRW ~

Caring for America event at the Shipwreck Grille in Madison to raise awareness about South Dakota
Kids Belong and the need for foster families
Engaging the Youth:
o College Sendoff Bags both years
o Multiple Republican Mom Playdates: SkyZone and ThunderRoad
o Pachyderm Pedi Days
o Annual Youth Voter Registration Drives, including videos featuring well-known, respected
College Republicans
Decorating Christmas trees at the Capitol
Hosting the First Ladies Reception including Fmr. First Ladies Linda Daugaard and Pat Miller as well
as sister-in-law to the late Fmr. First Lady Jean Rounds
Launching the Angel Wings program to help prevent sex trafficking
Veto Day Care Packages for the Legislators
Building the SDMAP.org website to support active military and veterans
Christmas Gift Drive for South Dakota Kids Belong foster kids

WWII Remembrance Program with a special presentation on the Code Talkers

~ Within SDFRW ~

Hosting a fantastic SDFRW Biennial Convention in the Black Hills featuring:
o Mineral water soaks at the renowned Moccasin Springs Spa
Welcome Dinner at the Diamond Spur in Hill City
Meetings and lunch at The Box Event Center in Box Elder
Bangquet Dinner with fun photo stations
Breakfast at Mt. Rushmore - the first private event since COVID broke out! — including
Thomas Jefferson’s vanilla ice-cream
Zoom call with Vivek Ramaswamy
Special Appearances by U.S. Representative Dusty Johnson and Rapid City Mayor Jason
Salamun; messages of appreciation by U.S. Senators John Thune and Mike Rounds;
informative presentations by Attorney General Marty Jackley, PUC Commissioner Kristie
Fiegen, SDGOP Chair John Wiik, and Life Defense Fund Attorney Sara Frankenstein
SDFRW Executive Board Retreat
2023 Year End Slideshow + Board Meeting Slideshows
Christmas at the Capitol annual events
Fun Ice Breakers to help members across the state to get to know one another
Established the tradition of giving SDFRW pins to all founding members of new clubs
Redirected the Honorarium Fund to provide financial support for members struggling to pay dues;
developed application form
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Public Relations

The SDFRW name brand has never been stronger!

Pipelines vs. Property Rights debate was featured in television, print, blogs, and radio by media in
four states, not to mention nearly 1,000 posts by individuals on Facebook and Twitter

Shipwreck Event to raise awareness of South Dakota Kids Belong resulted in a front-page article in
the Madison Daily Leader as well as radio coverage by three different stations and a 10-minute
interview on Sunny Radio

First Ladies Reception was featured in an article by The Dakota Scout and on the televised news by
Dakota News Now

Adding a plague to promote SDFRW’s vital (and ongoing!) role in creating and maintaining the First
Ladies and First Gentlemen Exhibit at the Capitol

Launched SDFRW Twitter and Instagram accounts, picking up followers that include political
celebrities Alveda King and Tana Goertz

Letters to the Editor were published in Black Hills Pioneer and the Mitchell Republic

Featured in numerous NFRW Capital Connections Newsletters

Website views have increased almost 600% vs. the views from two years ago

Grew Facebook presence: now have 2,449 followers, which represents a growth of 82% over the last
two years

Articles on SDFRW’s Republican Calendar, End of the Year review, NFRW board meeting with
SDFRW upcoming events, and SDFRW’s Mt. Rushmore resolution were featured in the SDGOP’s
newsletter Majority Report

SDFRW Facebook Followers
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Infrastructure

SDFRW is well-positioned for the future! In addition to more visible achievements, we worked to build
SDFRW’s infrastructure laying a strong foundation to catalyze future growth.

Created SDFRW Hero and Legacy Awards

Overhauled SDFRW Club Achievement Awards

Distributed to each committee a binder with templates for After Action Reports to facilitate record-
keeping and better preserve institutional knowledge

Launched texting program

Hosted regular Club Presidents’ Zoom Calls to increase communication and offer tailored training
while allowing for collaboration between Presidents

Standardized business cards and name badges, making them available to any member of the
Federation

Created Google Sheets to share up-to-date information including Board of Directors’ and Executive
Committee Members’ roles and contact information, Club Officers, etc.

Introduced fillable form project proposal, standardizing project approval process

Updated SDFRW Bylaws, including passing a Code of Ethics

Worked to fix email bouncebacks

Established a Google Drive archive of Club bylaws

Introduced Venmo as an alternate payment method

Generated SDFRW-specific stationary for thank you cards, prayer cards, welcome cards, and
membership anniversary cards

Created tradeshow-style foam board displays to educate the public about SDFRW

Enhanced financial reports to include an Equity report that tracks illiquid assets and accounts
receivable

Utilized Google Sheets to improve coordination among event planners for large fundraisers and
other events, to allow for coordinated record keeping for name badge and business cards orders
Created Committee Descriptions to standardize everyone’s understanding of each committee’s
area of focus

Updated SDFRW Membership Brochure and pins; replenished supply of both

Created Hostess Committee and standardizing board meeting locations to streamline board
meeting planning

Announced 2023 board meetings dates and locations at the beginning of the year and then adding
to the dates on a rolling basis so everyone has months to plan to attend

Utilized group texts to increase communication between NFRW delegates and members of various
committees

Updated SDFRW logo with a brighter, more vibrant gold
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Finances

SDFRW is on stronger financial footing than ever before!

e Record-breaking fundraising from a variety of sources:
o Washington Pavilion Cocktail Party in Sioux Falls
Online Auction
Goss Opera House Cocktail Party in Watertown featuring U.S. Senator Mike Rounds
Gun Raffle
Website and Newsletter Ads
Convention and other event sponsorships
o In-kind donations

e Investmentsin CDs yield safe, passive income

O 0O O 0 O

Thanks to extraordinary fundraising, wise investments, and thoughtful spending, we’ve grown the total value
of our accounts by 66% compared with where we were two years ago.

SDFRW Total Account Value
60,000
50,000
40,000 |
|
30,000
20,000
2018 2020 2022 2024
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The South Dakota Federation of Republican Women
Extends Heartfelt Gratitude to our Exceptional Officers and Members
for their Remarkable Achievements in 2023-2024

On September 28, 2024, the South Dakota Federation of Republican Women (SDFRW)
Biennial Convention delegates adopted a resolution expressing gratitude to our exceptional
officers and members for their remarkable achievements 2023-2024!

It reads:

WHEREAS, SDFRW has increased primary membership by 31%, growing from 439 at
the start of 2023 to 576 — a 15 year high — thanks to the dedicated recruitment efforts of
Membership Chair Lauri Davis, Club Presidents, and others, along with the efficient
processing efforts of Treasurer Connie Wagner and Club Treasurers; and,

WHEREAS, Membership Chair Lauri Davis was critical to the formation of 4 new clubs
with the help of Club Presidents Karen Brandt, Kerri Wagner, Jeni Boerger, and Erin
Tobin, increasing our total clubs by 36% from 11 to 15 — the highest on record; and,

WHEREAS, Website Chair Jeni Boerger revitalized the website and developed an one-
stop shopping elections resource page as well as an online Republican Calendar, featuring
events from the SDGOP, county GOPs, SDFRW, the other auxiliaries, and key election
deadlines. This resource became an invaluable for Republicans statewide and resulted in a
431% SDFRW website traffic increase for 2024 YTD compatred to the entire year of 2022,
and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW won 1% place in the NFRW March Madness National Membership
Competition, earning SDFRW a free $500 registration for the 2025 National Convention in
Orlando; and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW has raised tens of thousands of dollars, setting a new fundraising
record under the leadership of Fundraising Chair Jeni Boerger with help from Val
Higgins, Karen Brandt, MaryLee Plut, Penny Sattgast, and others. Their efforts
through the online auction, receptions at the Goss Opera House and Washington Pavilion
Art Gallery, and the Gun Raffle have provided SDFRW with the funds needed to achieve

impottant goals; and,
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WHEREAS, SDFRW in collaboration with Sioux River Republican Women hosted the
first ever Property Rights & CO2 Pipeline Debate. Thanks to the efforts of organizer Kerri
Wagner, Moderator Sara Frankenstein, and others, the forum drew more than 300
attendees from 4 states and received extensive press coverage, including hundreds of social
media posts, newspaper articles, television stortes, and radio interviews; and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW triumphed at the 2023 NFRW Biennial Convention, recetving the
Betty Heitman Award for State Excellence, 27 Place for Caring for America, 3 Place for
Public Relations, and recognition as 1 of § states honored for strong membership growth;

and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW Clubs excelled at the 2023 NFRW Biennial Convention with 4 clubs
earning the Diamond Award, 2 clubs earning Gold, 2 Silver, and 2 Bronze; Beadle County
Republican Women winning 1% Place in Caring for America in the Small Club Division;
and Codington County Republican Women being named finalists in Caring for America
in the Large Club Division; and,

WHEREAS, To raise awareness of South Dakota Kids Belong, SDFRW Caring for
America Chair MaryLee Plut with help from Vice-Chair Debbie Schnell, Committee
Member Jeni Boerger, and Second Lady Sandy Rhoden organized a successful event at
Madison’s Shipwreck Bar and Grill, which featured games and activities, face painting,
demonstrations, food, and live music. “Fun with Families” generated press coverage,
including an interview with Public Relations Chair Sara Frankenstein as well as

promotions on Sunny 93.3 and KJAM radio stations plus a front page story in the Madison
Daily Leader, and,

WHEREAS, Social Media Chair Laci Sosa with the help of Scyller Borglum, Amber
Hulse, and Madi Vetter successfully increased SDFRW”s Facebook engagement by 60%,
growing from 1,360 at the start of 2023 to a record high of 2,175; and,

WHEREAS, Programs Chair Sandy Rhoden organized two outstanding Legislative Days
filled with engaging and memorable activities, including: tours of the Governor’s Mansion,
the Dome, and the Capitol, as well as walks through the tunnels, introductions in the Senate
and House Chambers, a visit to the Supreme Court, and remarks from the Governor’s
Communications Director Ian Fury, Supreme Court Chief Justice Steven Jensen, and
Secretary of Tribal Relations Dave Flute; and,

WHEREAS, To recognize SDFRW’s role, First Ladies & Gentlemen Chair Claire
Rydberg with help from Vice-Chair Paula Van Scharrel and Advisor Penny Sattgast
placed a plaque in the Capitol Building’s Inaugural Gowns Exhibit. To celebrate the plaque’s
unveiling, they organized the First Ladies Reception, featuring Sara Frankenstein’s
beautiful Christmas carols. First Ladies Linda Daugaard and Pat Miller along with the
sister-in-law of the late First Lady Jean Rounds shared cherished memories of days gone
by. The event received press coverage from The Dakota Seut and Dakota News Now; and,

WHEREAS, The SDFRW Campaign Activities Committee, in collaboration with the
Minnehaha-Lincoln Republican Women, hosted a Sioux Falls Election Watch Party and
Sign Distribution Event. The event featured live music, delicious appetizers, and exciting
door prizes, attracting hundreds of attendees, elected officials, candidates, and GOP leaders;

and,
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WHEREAS, The night before convention begins, the SDFRW Campaign Activities
Committee will host a Candidate Meet and Greet and a Sign Distribution Event featuring
delicious food and live music at the historic Hotel Alex Johnson in Rapid City, and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW received national recognition from the NFRW Youth Engagement
Commuittee for the efforts of Youth Liaison Chair Megan Assman-Kool supported by
Advisor Laci Sosa, who organized a series of Republican Mom Play Dates, bringing
together moms and kids for pizza, trampolines, and laser tag, while Youth Liaison Vice-

Chair Amber Hulse hosted a Pachyderm Pedi Day for recent grads; and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW submitted more campaign and political hours than ever before,

earning national recognition from NFRW as 15 place in the Small State division; and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW letters to the editor were published in newspapers across the state,
including the Mitchell Republic and Black Hills Pioneer, and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW hosted in-person and online trainings including: multiple Campaign
Sidekick trainings by the SDFRW Campaign Activities Committee, a series of training
videos created by Legislative Liaison Becky Drury, insights in photography and impactful
social media posts from Public Relations Committee Member Mistie Caldwell, a session
on effective communication with elected officials presented by PUC Commissioner Kristie
Fiegen, a voter registration training by Campaign Activities Committee Member Lois Van
Dusseldorp, a Parliamentary Procedure training by PUC Commissioner and former
Secretary of State Chris Nelson, a discussion about election workers and poll watchers with
Secretary of State Monae Johnson, a session on validating petition signatures by SDGOP
Executive Director Reggie Rhoden, aleadership development training organized by Amber
Hulse featuring the Leadership Institute, and an instructional video on Instagram from
Social Networking Committee Member Apolonia Davalos; and,

WHEREAS, Prayer Committee Chair Lorie Hausmann formed a prayer warrior group
to seek God’s help for those in need; and,

WHEREAS HEART Committee Chair Barbara Johnson and Chaplain Lorie
Hausmann wrote notes letting SDFRW members know they have support during both
good times and bad; and,

WHEREAS, Social Networking Chair Laci Sosa, Minnehaha-Lincoln Republican Women
President Dee Van Deest, and others worked to engage Recently Arrived Republicans,
helping them find a home in SDFRW; and,

WHEREAS, Treasurer Connie Wagner managed an extensive number of financial
transactions, introduced convenient payment options such as Stripe and Venmo, and
prepared budgets along with monthly, quarterly, and annual financial reports, including
Income-Expense Reports, Balance Sheets, General Ledgers, and Income-Expense
Narratives; and,

WHEREAS, Secretary Nancy Ziegeldorf took excellent and timely minutes for all Board

of Directors and Executive Board meetings as well as online votes; and,
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WHEREAS, Parliamentarian Sara Frankenstein and SDFRW 1st Vice-President Beka
Zerbst ensured that meetings were conducted in accordance with our Bylaws and Robert’s

Rules; and,

WHEREAS, Newsletter Chair Jeni Boerger produced beautiful and informative

newsletters; and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW held highly productive Board meetings, thanks to Host Commuittee
Chair Beka Zerbst who coordinated with venues and caterers, Committee Member Nancy
Leese, whose festive decorations brightened the rooms, Committee Member Teresa
Thompson, who provided technical support, Treasurer Connie Wagner, along with Jeni
Boerger, Lauri Davis, and others who handled registration. Additionally, Programs Chair
Sandy Rhoden provided “Pats on the Back” to members who went above and beyond;
and,
WHEREAS, Legislative Chair Cassidy VandenHoek generated weekly reports during
Leggslative Session that succinctly described bills in committee or coming to the floor,
keeping our membership informed of proposed legislation; and,

WHEREAS, Campaign Activities Chair Val Higgins with help from Committee Member
Trish Murphy, Lauri Davis, Minnehaha-Lincoln Republican Women President Dee Van
Deest, and others recruited volunteers to door knock for Republicans running against
Democrats in local races, including Richard Thomason in Sioux Falls and Paul Lloyd in
Rapid City, and will continue to support Republican candidates this fall; and,

WHEREAS, Encouraging people to Get Out and Vote, the Campaign Activities

Committee ran digjtal billboards, generating a quarter million views; and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW promoted TARs Camp and voter registration among graduating
high school seniors, and Youth Advocacy Chair Penny Sattgast with assistance from Vice-
Chair Juanita Schmunk and others created a new program — College Sendoff Bags —

providing resources to help freshmen maintain conservative values; and,

WHEREAS, At the SDGOP Convention, Mistie Caldwell, Lauri Davis, Karen Brandt,
Jeni Boerger, and MaryLee Plut, along with Codington County Republican Women
and Northern Hills Republican Women hosted a beautiful hospitality suite with the
theme “Under One Tent” in addition to engaging with Republicans and recognizing
Veterans while running SDFRWs information booth; and,

WHEREAS, Meade County Republican Women President Teresa Thompson along with
MaryLee Plut, Jeni Boerger, and others procured prizes that made SDFRW”s Break-the-
Ice Bingo a hit at the SDGOP Convention; and,

WHEREAS, The SDFRW Executive Board passed resolutions urging the United States
Congress to pass the Keep 9 Act, calling on the South Dakota legislature to defeat SB40,
demanding that the United States Congress stop taxpayer funding of traffickers, and calling
for the protection of Mt. Rushmore. Additionally, the Board condemned Hamas® attacks
on Israel and commended the U.S. Supreme Court for reviewing state-level decisions
regarding the removal of Donald J. Trump from 2024 Primary Ballots; and,
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WHEREAS, First Ladies & Gentlemen Chair Claire Rydberg with help from Vice-Chair
Paula Van Scharrel and Advisor Penny Sattgast organized a cleaning of the Inaugural

Gowns Exhibit at the Capitol Building, enlisting the help of multiple Constitutional
Officers; and,

WHEREAS, Programs Committee Member MaryLee Plut with help from Barbara
Guenette and Martha Wiseman decorated a beautiful tree for Christmas at the Capitol,
while Penny and Rich Sattgast kindly took the decorations down when Chrstmas had
passed; and,

WHEREAS, Regents Chair Connie Wagner promoted the Rushmore Regents program
and recruited SD Representative Jacquelyn Sly to speak during the Regents Coffee about

the importance of Republican Women running for public office; and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW led the effort to form the Virtual Club Coalition, which featured

speakers such as Governor Mike Huckabee, White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer, and
HUD Secretary Dr. Ben Carson and was named by outgoing NFRW President Eileen
Sobjack as one of the top 10 accomplishments of her Presidency; and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW instituted monthly Club Presidents’ Zoom calls, featuring trainings

led by NFRW Officers and Committee Chairs, along with announcements, discussions, and
fellowship; and,

WHEREAS, Awards Committee Chair Kerri Wagner with the help of Maryann
Bierman, Debbie Schnell, and MaryLee Plut revolutionized SDFRW Awards,
introducing the Legacy Award and the SDFRW Hero Award, revamping the SDFRW Club

Achievement Awards, and developing online forms for Awards nominations; and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW supported the GOP by walking in local parades and volunteering at
Lincoln Day Dinners as well as the State and County Fair Booths; and,

WHEREAS, SDFRW’s clubs are thriving under the leadership of our fantastic Club
Presidents: Gracia Kuipers (Aurora-Douglas), Nancy Ziegeldorf (Beadle), Nancy
Stewart (Brown), Claire Rydberg (CenKota), MarylLee Plut (Codington), Kassidy
Peters (Cyberspace), Susan Henderson (Fall River), Jeni Boerger (James River), Teresa
Thompson (Meade), Dee Van Deest (Minnehaha-Lincoln), Karen Brandt (Northern
Hills), Janyce Hockenbary (Pennington), Kerri Wagner (Sioux River), Connie Wagner
(South Central), and Erin Tobin (Winner’s Circle); and,

WHEREAS, Armmed Forces Chair Bobbi Andera created a website connecting Veterans
with a variety of services and discounts and arranged for SDFRW Board Members to write
thank you cards to active duty soldiers; and,

WHEREAS, Penny and Rich Sattgast created and distributed SDFRW care packages to
legislators on Veto Day; and,

WHEREAS, The SDFRW Bylaws Committee consisting of Beka Zerbst, Sara
Frankenstein, Sandy Rhoden, and Barbara Guenette worked diligently to update the
bylaws, ensuring they meet our evolving needs; and,
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RESOLVED, the South Dakota Federation of Republican Women delegation joins SDFRW
President Catherine Barranco in thanking our incredible officers and members for accomplishing:

so much in 2023-2024!

Proposed by SDFRW President Catherine Barranco
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For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him.

-John 3:16-17 -
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He was born in an ofscure village..
e worked in a carpenter shop until fie was thirty...
fie then Gecame an itinerant preacher.

e never field an office...
ie never fiad a family or owned a fiouse...
fie didn't go to college...
fie hiad no credentials but himself.
Nineteen centuries fiave come and.gone,
and today fe s the central figure of the human race.
AUl the armies that ever marched,
all the navies that ever sailed,
all the parfiaments that ever sat,
and all the Kings that ever reigned fiave not
affected the lfe of man on this earth
as much as that...

One Solitary Life

— Author Unknown. i |
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President’s Report
2023-2024

These last two years have been historic for SDFRW! Together, we accomplished every goal we set out to
accomplish, and we broke every record there was to break. This report outlines some of our achievements and
includes our resolution thanking the SDFRW members who made these victories possible. It has truly been
my honor to serve with you.

As we celebrate our triumphs, it’s important to acknowledge that we stand upon the shoulders of giants. Sandy
Rhoden did a beautiful job pulling SDFRW back from the brink of disaster and setting us on a positive trajectory.
Penny Sattgast built upon the foundation Sandy and her team created, growing the organization, establishing
protocols, and standardizing procedures. Without the progress made during those four years, SDFRW could
never have survived, much less blossomed during these two years. | am eternally grateful to both Sandy and
Penny for their friendship, their leadership, and their support.

As 2024 draws to a close, it’s bittersweet to pass the torch. | met some of my closest friends through the
Federation — so many wonderful, patriotic ladies. As you all know, | have declined the position of SDFRW Past
President; Penny Sattgast will continue to serve in that role instead. Our sisterhood has an incredibly strong
team of leaders ready to take the helm. Today, as | look forward, our future is dazzling!

Over the last two years, y’all poured your heart and soul into SDFRW. You’ll never know how much that has
meant to me.

With tremendous gratitude,

Catherine Barranco
2023 - 2024 SDFRW President
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SOUTH DAKOTA FEDERATION HOLDS WWII REMEMBRANCE PROGRAM ON PEARL
HARBOR DAY

Catherine Barranco
In conjunction with the final board meeting of the year, South Dakota Federation of
Republican Women held a very special WWII Remembrance Program on Pearl Harbor
Day, followed by a fun Christmas at the Capitol celebration.
Dignitaries in attendance included NFRW Regional Director Lorie Legere, SD
Secretary of Tribal Relations Dave Flute, SD Senate Majority Leader Jim Mehlhaff,
former Miss South Dakota Sara Frankenstein, former Miss Central States Fair Madi
Vetter, VFW State Commander Glynis Collier, and the American Legion Color Guard.
Saturday, December 7, began with Christmas carols in the Capitol rotunda led by
SDFRW members Sara Frankenstein and Madi Vetter. Then we walked to the Visitor's
Center for our Winter Board Meeting, which featured a very special guest: NFRW
Executive Board Member Lorie Legere, visiting us from Oklahoma. Senate Majority
Leader Jim Mehlhaff led a training on how to communicate effectively with legislators
--very helpful as we head into Legislative Session -- and we gave out "Pats on the
Back" to thank members who have gone above and beyond the call of duty, working
hard for SDFRW’s benefit. For our statewide Caring for America project, we collected
a trove of Christmas gifts that we are donating to the SD Kids Belong foster children.
The meeting's end signaled the beginning of our special WWII Program in honor of
Pearl Harbor Day. SD Secretary of Tribal Relations Dave Flute spoke about the Code
Talkers: warriors from the Oglala and other tribes who played an integral role in
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achieving Allied Victory. SDFRW members wrote heartfelt messages on thank you
cards that we are sending to veterans in the state. Then, joined by VFW State
Commander Glynis Collier, the American Legion Color Guard led the procession to the
WWII Memorial on Capitol Lake, flanking the memorial while SDFRW President
Catherine Barranco and President-Elect Beka Zerbst posted a wreath at its center. For
the program’s conclusion, former Miss South Dakota Sara Frankenstein sang “God
Bless America” and Secretary Flute sang the “Lakota Flag Song,” a patriotic anthem
honoring Lakota veterans’ service to the United States.

Completing the day, we returned to the Capitol building to enjoy all the festive
decorations and take photos with SDFRW’s beautifully decorated Christmas tree.
Please note: the Capitol Buildings and Grounds Department requested that we
remove the memorial wreath when our program was complete, so we took it with us
and donated it to the Military Heritage Alliance in Sioux Falls.

CAPTIONS:

Photo #1, L to R: SDFRW President-Elect Beka Zerbst, SDFRW President Catherine
Barranco, SD Secretary of Tribal Relations Dave Flute, NFRW Regional Director Lorie
Legere, American Legion Color Guard at the front of the WWII Memorial by Capitol
Lake

Photo #2, L to R: SDFRW President-Elect Beka Zerbst, SD Secretary of Tribal Relations
Dave Flute, NFRW Regional Director Lorie Legere, SDFRW President Catherine
Barranco

Photo #3: Former Miss South Dakota Sara Frankenstein at the back of the WWII
Memorial
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Ohyeah? What's that?

SDFRW launched s texting
programtoday! | got atextfrom
them - now I'm more informed
about what's going onl

That's really convenient!
How do | sign up or texts??

Its SUPER easy Just emal
president@SDFRW.org
with your name and number|
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Membership

We set new records for membership and number of clubs! To expand, we created the RARs program,
embracing Recently Arrived Republicans. What’s more, we supported members as never before by creating
the Prayer and HEART Committees. The Prayer Committee includes a team of Prayer Warriors ready to pray
for anyone in need. To bring comfort, our Chaplain sends specially made cards to let people know we’re
praying for them. Meanwhile, the HEART Committee — Helping Everyone Appreciate Real Teamwork —
celebrated happier times, encouraged members going through hardship, and gave tokens of appreciation
called “Pats on the Back” to members who went above and beyond for the Federation.
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National Accolades

SDFRW earned the Betty Heitman Award for State Excellence, the highest State Achievement Award
bestowed at NFRW’s 2023 Biennial Convention. What’s more, thanks to our incredible 2024, we qualified
AGAIN for the top prize, which will be presented during NFRW’s 2025 Biennial Convention!

Meanwhile, we won NFRW’s March Madness Membership Competition, finishing as overall champion! Also,
for the first time ever, we earned 2" place in the Caring for America category for work on behalf of South
Dakota Kids Belong, as well as 3™ place in the prestigious Public Relations category. Our President was
honored to serve as the Supervisor of Elections and Chair of the Election Audit Committee. As 1 of 8 states
honored at convention for dramatic membership growth, our innovative programs were highlighted during
NFRW’s Empower Hour for Youth programming and during an NFRW Fireside Chat Zoom Call. As 2023 drew
to a close, we were recoghized as the small state with the highest number of political and campaign hours.
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Training

Thanks to a series of trainings we hosted, our members were more empowered than ever! Trainings
included:

~ Leadership Development ~

Women’s Leadership Series ... Presented by the Leadership Institute

How to take better photographs and make better Facebook posts ... Presented by Mistie Caldwell,
Executive Director of Visit Spearfish

Understanding Robert’s Rules ... Presented by PUC Commissioner Chris Nelson

NFRW History and Purpose ... Presented by NFRW Past President Eileen Sobjack

How to use Instagram ... Presented by Apolonia Davalos

Club Presidents’ Training Series, including trainings on NFRW bylaws, website, membership,
political / campaign hours reporting, achievement awards plus specialty club awards, etc ...
Presented by a number of NFRW and SDFRW Committee Chairs

Strategies for Growing Your Club’s Membership ... Presented by the Membership Committee Chair
and a Panel of Club Presidents

~ Political Skills for Grassroots ~

Campaign Finance Do’s and Don’ts ... Presented by Attorney General Chief Deputy Brent
Kempema

Using the Legislature’s LRC website to research bills, committee meetings, upcoming votes, and
legislator contact information ... Presented by Representative Becky Drury

How to Communicate Effectively with Elected Officials ... Presented by PUC Chair Kristie Fiegen
How to Communicate Effectively with Elected Officials ... Presented by Senate Majority Leader Jim
Mehlhaff

Several trainings on Sidekick and other Door Knocking Apps ... Presented by Catherine Barranco,
Former SDGOP Data Director

Voter Registration + Door Knocking Workshops ... Presented by Val Higgins, First Lady Sandy
Rhoden, and Lois Van Dusseldorp

Election Workers, Poll Watchers, and Public Notaries ... Presented by Secretary of State Monae
Johnson

How to Verify Petition Signatures ... Presented by SDGOP Executive Director Reggie Rhoden

Why run for office and what to expect when you win? ... Presented by Fmr. Representative
Jacquelyn Sly

Door Knocking Demonstration Video ... Presented by the Campaigns Committee Understanding
the political process of how an idea becomes a law ... Presented by Representative Becky Drury





