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South Dakota Federation of Republicay

President’s Report
2023-2024

These last two years have been historic for SDFRW! Together, we accomplished every goal we set out to
accomplish, and we broke every record there was to break. This report outlines some of our achievements and
includes our resolution thanking the SDFRW members who made these victories possible. It has truly been
my honor to serve with you.

As we celebrate our triumphs, it’s important to acknowledge that we stand upon the shoulders of giants. Sandy
Rhoden did a beautiful job pulling SDFRW back from the brink of disaster and setting us on a positive trajectory.
Penny Sattgast built upon the foundation Sandy and her team created, growing the organization, establishing
protocols, and standardizing procedures. Without the progress made during those four years, SDFRW could
never have survived, much less blossomed during these two years. | am eternally grateful to both Sandy and
Penny for their friendship, their leadership, and their support.

As 2024 draws to a close, it’s bittersweet to pass the torch. | met some of my closest friends through the
Federation — so many wonderful, patriotic ladies. As you all know, | have declined the position of SDFRW Past
President; Penny Sattgast will continue to serve in that role instead. Our sisterhood has an incredibly strong
team of leaders ready to take the helm. Today, as | look forward, our future is dazzling!

Over the last two years, y’all poured your heart and soul into SDFRW. You’ll never know how much that has
meant to me.

With tremendous gratitude,

Catherine Barranco
2023 - 2024 SDFRW President
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South Dakota Federation of Republicér

Membership

We set new records for membership and number of clubs! To expand, we created the RARs program,
embracing Recently Arrived Republicans. What’s more, we supported members as never before by creating
the Prayer and HEART Committees. The Prayer Committee includes a team of Prayer Warriors ready to pray
for anyone in need. To bring comfort, our Chaplain sends specially made cards to let people know we’re
praying for them. Meanwhile, the HEART Committee — Helping Everyone Appreciate Real Teamwork —
celebrated happier times, encouraged members going through hardship, and gave tokens of appreciation
called “Pats on the Back” to members who went above and beyond for the Federation.
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South Dakota Federation of Republica

National Accolades

SDFRW earned the Betty Heitman Award for State Excellence, the highest State Achievement Award
bestowed at NFRW’s 2023 Biennial Convention. What’s more, thanks to our incredible 2024, we qualified
AGAIN for the top prize, which will be presented during NFRW’s 2025 Biennial Convention!

Meanwhile, we won NFRW’s March Madness Membership Competition, finishing as overall champion! Also,
for the first time ever, we earned 2™ place in the Caring for America category for work on behalf of South
Dakota Kids Belong, as well as 3™ place in the prestigious Public Relations category. Our President was
honored to serve as the Supervisor of Elections and Chair of the Election Audit Committee. As 1 of 8 states
honored at convention for dramatic membership growth, our innovative programs were highlighted during
NFRW’s Empower Hour for Youth programming and during an NFRW Fireside Chat Zoom Call. As 2023 drew
to a close, we were recognized as the small state with the highest number of political and campaign hours.
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Training

Thanks to a series of trainings we hosted, our members were more empowered than ever! Trainings
included:

~ Leadership Development ~

Women’s Leadership Series ... Presented by the Leadership Institute

How to take better photographs and make better Facebook posts ... Presented by Mistie Caldwell,
Executive Director of Visit Spearfish

Understanding Robert’s Rules ... Presented by PUC Commissioner Chris Nelson

NFRW History and Purpose ... Presented by NFRW Past President Eileen Sobjack

How to use Instagram ... Presented by Apolonia Davalos

Club Presidents’ Training Series, including trainings on NFRW bylaws, website, membership,
political / campaign hours reporting, achievement awards plus specialty club awards, etc ...
Presented by a number of NFRW and SDFRW Committee Chairs

Strategies for Growing Your Club’s Membership ... Presented by the Membership Committee Chair
and a Panel of Club Presidents

~ Political Skills for Grassroots ~

Campaign Finance Do’s and Don’ts ... Presented by Attorney General Chief Deputy Brent
Kempema

Using the Legislature’s LRC website to research bills, committee meetings, upcoming votes, and
legislator contact information ... Presented by Representative Becky Drury

How to Communicate Effectively with Elected Officials ... Presented by PUC Chair Kristie Fiegen
How to Communicate Effectively with Elected Officials ... Presented by Senate Majority Leader Jim
Mehlhaff

Several trainings on Sidekick and other Door Knocking Apps ... Presented by Catherine Barranco,
Former SDGOP Data Director

Voter Registration + Door Knocking Workshops ... Presented by Val Higgins, First Lady Sandy
Rhoden, and Lois Van Dusseldorp

Election Workers, Poll Watchers, and Public Notaries ... Presented by Secretary of State Monae
Johnson

How to Verify Petition Signatures ... Presented by SDGOP Executive Director Reggie Rhoden

Why run for office and what to expect when you win? ... Presented by Fmr. Representative
Jacquelyn Sly

Door Knocking Demonstration Video ... Presented by the Campaigns Committee Understanding
the political process of how an idea becomes alaw ... Presented by Representative Becky Drury
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South Dakota Federation of Republica

Campaigns
Our Campaigns Committee has been exceptionally active these last two years!

e Pipelines vs. Property Rights Debate, called by The Dakota Scout the first eminent domain debate in
South Dakota’s history, drew over 400 attendees and generated tremendous publicity
e Launched elections page on the SDFRW website, compiling a variety of resources, including links to
register to vote, look up voter registration and your sample ballot, find your polling place, and ballot
question explanations from the Secretary of State
e Sent statewide mailer featuring the Republican candidates for that respective district on one side.
The other side featured a No on G and H message with the tagline “H is Horrid and G is Ghastly,”
along with a link to our SDFRW elections page
e Created one-page fact sheet about elections, including key election dates, what to bring with you
when you vote, how to register to vote, etc. along with a specialized QR bringing people directly to
the elections page on SDFRW’s website. Our volunteers distributed this one-pager along with
membership brochures while volunteering at the SDGOP building throughout the State Fair
e Procuring an in-kind donation for a month’s worth of Digital Billboards. Ad featured the SDFRW logo
followed by a Get Out the Vote message and played on dozens of billboards around Sioux Falls
e Local Election Watch Party + Legislature Sign Distribution Event — Sioux Falls
e Statewide Candidate Meet and Greet + Sign Distribution Event both for Candidates as well as No on
G and H - Rapid City
e DoorKnocking in Montana for Senatorial Candidate Tim Sheehy
o Door Knocking in Nebraska for Senator Deb Fischer; recruiting South Dakota College Republicans
to joinus
e Multiple Days of Action in 2023 and 2024 — Door knocking for local candidates in Sioux Falls and
Rapid City as well as legislative and statewide candidates
e Joined with Life Defense Fund and SD College Republicans for a day of action, door knocking against
Amendments G and H, the two ballot measures on which the SDGOP had taken a position
e Convention featured speakers that educated attendees on the dangers of Amendments G and H,
including: Attorney General Marty Jackley, Life Defense Fund Attorney Sara Frankenstein, PUC
Commissioner Kristie Fiegen, and SDGOP Chair John Wiik
e Created social media posts:
o highlighting differences between Republicans and Democrats
o bringing awareness to our stance against Amendments G and H
o bringing together links for an assortment of results, making it easier for people to find out
results as they came in election night
o helping people learn about Republican Watch Parties across the state
o standing with NFRW to let people know that strong, intelligent women stand with Trump
o educating people on how to dispose of campaign materials properly
e Distributing Get Out the Vote palm cards generated by SDFRW to educate the public about Sioux
Falls’ confusing voting system for local elections
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Other Political Activity

Although we’ve been incredibly active with political campaigns, we’ve been active in other ways, too!

e Launched the Statewide Republican Calendar on the SDFRW website: a filterable calendar bringing
together events from the state and county GOPs as well as SDFRW, our clubs, the Young
Republicans, College Republicans, and Teenage Republicans. We added important election dates
as well.

o Hosted two Legislative Days that included introductions in both the House and Senate chambers,
time for people to observe and/or testify at committee hearings, and group photos with Governor
Kristi Noem and Lt. Governor Larry Rhoden. Members delighted in VIP tours of the Governor’s
Mansion as well as up into the Capitol dome and through the subterranean tunnels below the
Capitol.

e Played an active, visible role at the SDGOP Convention:

o Hosted “Under One Tent” Hospitality Suite

o Hosted Break-the-lce BINGO, giving hotel stays, gift cards, and other fun prizes to the
winners while building SDFRW’s name brand

o Hosted information booth about SDFRW that featured membership brochures and our six
new trade-show-style informational foam board

o Asked convention goers who visited the booth to leave their name and contact information
so they could be entered into our door prize drawing; gave a huge basket to the winner

e Walking in 4™ of July Parades across South Dakota promoting patriotism and the Federation

e Distributing weekly legislative reports during session including descriptions of each bill coming up
in committee or coming to the floor for a vote that week

e Publishing Letters to the Editor, including one promoting Keep 9 and one calling for the Biden
Administration to stop funding traffickers

e Submitting articles through NFRW’s News Center

e Providing refreshments and volunteers for the SDGOP Building throughout the State Fair every year

e Passing multiple resolutions, many of which were featured in online political blogs:

o Supporting a constitutional amendment to keep the Supreme Court at nine justices

Supporting the Mt. Rushmore Protection Act

Supporting the Stop the Taxpayer Funding of Traffickers Act

Expressing SDFRW’s opposition to South Dakota Senate Bill 40 (SB40)

Condemning recent Hamas attacks and affirming support for Israel

Commending the United States Supreme Court for exercising jurisdiction and reviewing

state-level decisions removing Donald J. Trump from 2024 primary ballots

Applauding President Donald J. Trump’s accomplishments in office and whole-heartedly

supporting him in his 2024 Presidential campaign

e Guest Speakers included, among others: U.S. Senator Marsha Blackburn, Vice President at the
Center for Security Policy Claire Lopez, NFRW Regional Director Lorie Legere, Secretary of Tribal
Relations Dave Flute, Senate Majority Leader Jim Mehlhaff, PUC Commissioners Kristie Fiegen &
Chris Nelson, Governor’s Chief of Communications lan Fury, each of SDGOP’s Executive Directors
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South Dakota Federation of Republican

Community Building

~ Qutside SDFRW ~

Caring for America event at the Shipwreck Grille in Madison to raise awareness about South Dakota
Kids Belong and the need for foster families
Engaging the Youth:
o College Sendoff Bags both years
o Multiple Republican Mom Playdates: SkyZone and ThunderRoad
o Pachyderm Pedi Days
o Annual Youth Voter Registration Drives, including videos featuring well-known, respected
College Republicans
Decorating Christmas trees at the Capitol
Hosting the First Ladies Reception including Fmr. First Ladies Linda Daugaard and Pat Miller as well
as sister-in-law to the late Fmr. First Lady Jean Rounds
Launching the Angel Wings program to help prevent sex trafficking
Veto Day Care Packages for the Legislators
Building the SDMAP.org website to support active military and veterans
Christmas Gift Drive for South Dakota Kids Belong foster kids
WWII Remembrance Program with a special presentation on the Code Talkers

~ Within SDFRW ~

Hosting a fantastic SDFRW Biennial Convention in the Black Hills featuring:
o Mineral water soaks at the renowned Moccasin Springs Spa

Welcome Dinner at the Diamond Spur in Hill City

Meetings and lunch at The Box Event Center in Box Elder

Banquet Dinner with fun photo stations

Breakfast at Mt. Rushmore —the first private event since COVID broke out! —including

Thomas Jefferson’s vanilla ice-cream

Zoom call with Vivek Ramaswamy

Special Appearances by U.S. Representative Dusty Johnson and Rapid City Mayor Jason

Salamun; messages of appreciation by U.S. Senators John Thune and Mike Rounds;

informative presentations by Attorney General Marty Jackley, PUC Commissioner Kristie

Fiegen, SDGOP Chair John Wiik, and Life Defense Fund Attorney Sara Frankenstein

SDFRW Executive Board Retreat

2023 Year End Slideshow + Board Meeting Slideshows

Christmas at the Capitol annual events

Fun Ice Breakers to help members across the state to get to know one another

Established the tradition of giving SDFRW pins to all founding members of new clubs

Redirected the Honorarium Fund to provide financial support for members struggling to pay dues;

developed application form

0O 0 0O

o O

\\

<



2

N
South Dakota Federation of Republica

Public Relations

The SDFRW name brand has never been stronger!

e Pipelines vs. Property Rights debate was featured in television, print, blogs, and radio by media in
four states, not to mention nearly 1,000 posts by individuals on Facebook and Twitter

e Shipwreck Event to raise awareness of South Dakota Kids Belong resulted in a front-page article in
the Madison Daily Leader as well as radio coverage by three different stations and a 10-minute
interview on Sunny Radio

e First Ladies Reception was featured in an article by The Dakota Scout and on the televised news by
Dakota News Now

¢ Adding a plague to promote SDFRW’s vital (and ongoing!) role in creating and maintaining the First
Ladies and First Gentlemen Exhibit at the Capitol

e Launched SDFRW Twitter and Instagram accounts, picking up followers that include political

celebrities Alveda King and Tana Goertz

Letters to the Editor were published in Black Hills Pioneer and the Mitchell Republic

Featured in numerous NFRW Capital Connections Newsletters

Website views have increased almost 600% vs. the views from two years ago

Grew Facebook presence: now have 2,449 followers, which represents a growth of 82% over the last

two years

e Articles on SDFRW’s Republican Calendar, End of the Year review, NFRW board meeting with
SDFRW upcoming events, and SDFRW’s Mt. Rushmore resolution were featured in the SDGOP’s
newsletter Majority Report

SDFRW Facebook Followers
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