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South Dakota Federation   
of  Republican Women 

April 2023 

SDFRW Welcomes Northern Hills as a 

New Club in the Black Hills 

 

Back row left to right – Mistie Caldwell, Ginny Grenz, Ellen Gross, Mary Fitzgerald, Deb 

Tridle, and Karen Sleep;  

front row left to right – Paulette Washenberger, Karen Brandt, Judy Jelbert, and Ann Thie. 

Not pictured – Lori Deibert, Sherri Ewing and Penny Doering. 
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South Dakota Federation of  Republican Women 

Prayer Corner 
 

This Sunday we celebrated Easter.  It is one of the most special holidays for 
me.  It usually marks the end of winter and the beginning of spring with new 
life all around.  I love seeing the calves dancing and playing in the pastures.  The 
best part of Easter is celebrating the death and resurrection of my savior Jesus 
Christ.  His death was horrible and painful.  He suffered in agony for all of 
us.  Death did not defeat Him.  3 days later He arose from the dead.  He's 
Alive.  There is a song He's Alive that end with the words He's Alive and I'm 
forgiven, heaven's gates are open wide!  My prayer for each and every one of 
you is that you know that Jesus loves you ,and that Jesus is alive in your 
hearts.    God bless you all. 

Lorie Rhoden Hausmann Chaplin for SDFRW 
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South Dakota Federation of  Republican Women 
N o r t h e r n  H i l l s  R e p u b l i c a n  W o m e n  

Submitted by: Mistie Caldwell, Second Vice President – 605-639-1197, Caldwell.mistie@gmail.com 
 

The Northern Hills Republic Women met for their inaugural meeting of the membership on March 16, 

2023, at the Deadwood Welcome Center. There were 22 people in attendance – including SDFRW 

President Catherine Barranco and SDFRW 1st Vice President Beka Zerbst. Also in attendance was 

Meade County Republican Women’s President Debbie Schnell and members Sandy Rhoden and Lori 

Hausmann. 

Each new member received a welcome packet that included: a welcome letter, NHRW Bylaws, a       

volunteer hours form, a SDFRW lapel pin and a host of other resources to encourage active                

involvement in the club. 

Photo 1: NHRW President Karen Brandt presiding over the inaugural meeting 

Photo 2: SDFRW President Catherine Barranco conducted the installation of officers. Pictured left to 

right – President Karen Brandt, 1st Vice President Paulette Washenberger, 2nd Vice President Mistie 

Caldwell, Treasurer Ann Thie, and Secretary Judy Jelbert. 

Photo 3: Charter members present at the inaugural meeting: Back row left to right – Mistie Caldwell, 

Ginny Grenz, Ellen Gross, Mary Fitzgerald, Deb Tridle, and Karen Sleep; front row left to right –    

Paulette Washenberger, Karen Brandt, Judy Jelbert, and Ann Thie. Not pictured – Lori Deibert, Sherri 

Ewing and Penny Doering. 

As the club ahead to the May meeting, the current membership is 26 primary members and 12 associate 
members.  

mailto:Caldwell.mistie@gmail.com
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South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 

January: 
-Several current Cen-kota Members and current Associate Members attended the South 
Dakota Inauguration including: 
Secretary of State Monae Johnson 
Bob and Laurie Gill 
State Auditor Rich Sattgast and Penny Sattgast 
Public Utilities Commissioner Chris Nelson and Penny Nelson 
School and Public Lands Commissioner Brock Greenfield and Kelli Greenfield 
Cen-Kota President Claire Rydberg 
Brant Malfero 
  
  
February: 
- Penny Sattgast, Secretary of State Monae Johnson, Mary Weinheimer, and Claire        
Rydberg attended and/or volunteered during the SDFRW Legislative Day and Board of   
Directors Meeting in Pierre . 
-CenKota held their successful dessert auction fundraiser during the Hughes County      
Lincoln Day dinner. A huge thank you to the Constitutional Officers for their dessert        
donations! 
-CenKota President Claire Rydberg was presented with the Hughes County Republican 
Volunteer of the Year award during the Hughes County Lincoln Day dinner. 

Cen-kota Republican Women 
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SDFRW Issued a Resolution and Press Release calling on 

the U.S. Congress to Stop Taxpayer Funding of Traffickers 
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South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 
 

Submitted by Legislative Chair Trudy Qualm and Committee 
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South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 

Codington County Republican Women 

The CCRW met on January 20th at Pizza Ranch in Watertown. Diane Stiles, V. President of 
Lake Area Technical College spoke about how LATC’s goal is to be a workforce provider for 
Northeast SD and to provide affordable education for students. 
     Jeanne Horning gave a presentation on how the legislative process works and also gave 
an update on legislative bills. Anne Gabel gave an explanation of Ranked Choice Voting. 
We were so happy to have Becky Maas nominated and brought on board as our CCRW 
Secretary! 
 
     On February 13th, some of our members attended SDFRW Legislative Day in Pierre and 
enjoyed touring the Capital and the Governor’s Mansion. Those members were: Kaelyn 
Callies, Gerry Crocker, Anne Gabel, Donna Ludens, Audrey Lindgren, Becky Maas and 
MaryLee Plut. We were honored to hear from Melissa Magstadt, our SD Secretary of 
Health, and daughter of Kaelyn and Byron Callies. 
 
     The CCRW met on February 17th, and we heard from SD State Representative, Carl 
Perry and SD State Senator, Al Novstrup. They talked about ESG (Environmental Social 
Governance) and how it influences our investments in negative and political ways.  
     We joined the Republican Central Committee at the Watertown Home Show, held at the 
Codington County Extension Building on March 4th-5th. There were many participants from 
our club who enjoyed sharing what the Republican Party stands for, including: Anne and 
Lee Gabel, Thom Gebhart, Paula DeJong, Bonnie Thompson, Kaelyn Callies, Becky Maas, 
Margaret Wickherst, Brenda Hanten, and MaryLee Plut.  
 
     Our Caring for America Project in March and April will be our diaper donations to the 
Pregnancy Crisis Center here in Watertown.  
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South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 

Congratulations to Beadle County RW &                                                    
Brown County Area RW 
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South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 
SDFRW Online Store is OPEN! 

Please scan QR code or type the address in your browser                                                     

to see New SDFRW proud items for sale now. 
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South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 

SDFRW partnered with the SDGOP and 

the Leadership Institute for Women’s 

Leadership Training! 

As Amber Hulse said, there were more women there than the 
number of degrees outside! 

Guess Who’s Following our SDFRW Instagram Page?!   

Alveda King – Fox News Contributor, 
Best-Selling Author, and Niece of    
 Martin Luther King, Jr. is following our 
SDFRW Instagram page!!   
Apolonia Davalos and Brenda Wipf, 
members of the SDFRW Social  
Networking Committee, have done an 
awesome job getting us up and running!  
If you haven’t already, be sure to follow 
our page and tag us whenever you’re  
doing something Federation-related!  
#SoDakFRW 
 
https://www.instagram.com/sodakfrw  
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 Important Dates 

 

Please save these important dates in your calendar!  For this year:  
  

April 29 – Summer Quarterly Meeting at the                                                                    

Arrowwood Cedar Shores Resort in Oacoma  
 

June 1 - Deadline for club to submit NFRW Awards Forms (includes form for club 
Achievement Award, Armed Services Award, & Caring for America Award) 

  

June 25 - Last Day for our SDFRW Annual Membership Competition 
 

July 15- Clubs submit online report for Political & Campaign Hours 
 

August 25 - Deadline for each Club to submit Delegate and Alternate for                   
NFRW Convention 

 
Sept. 22-24 – SDFRW’s Online Auction  

  
Sept. 28-Oct 1 – NFRW Convention in Oklahoma City, OK  

  
October 7 – Fall Quarterly Meeting at the                                                                        

Arrowwood Cedar Shores Resort in Oacoma  

  
Dec 2 – Christmas at the Capitol + Winter Quarterly Meeting at the                       

Visitor’s Center in Pierre  

  
Please also make a note of the date for our SDFRW Convention the following year:  

  
Sept 26-29, 2024 – SDFRW Biennial Convention in Rapid City  

 
 

 

South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 
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It’s time for our club Membership Drives! 
 

We were incredibly proud to set an SDFRW membership record in 2021…. and then another one in 
2022! In 2023, let’s go for a 3-peat!!  Yes, it's fun when more people get involved -- as the saying goes, 
the more the merrier!  But a strong membership is so much more than that: it’s a larger pool of talent 
and energy from people who are determined to save our country.  The more members we have, the 
more we’ll accomplish.  If we accomplish enough, we’ll pry our country loose from the Democrats’ 
grip.  We made terrific progress in 2022 when we took back the U.S. House. Now we’re putting   
pieces in place for 2024 when we saddle up to fight for both the White House and the U.S. Senate.  
Help us get ready by growing your club to its strongest membership yet! 
 
According to the Federation’s bylaws, to remain a member in good standing, NFRW must receive 

your dues no later than March 1st.  It takes time for your dues to go from you to your club Treasurer, 
who then sends a portion of your dues to our SDFRW Treasurer, who then sends a portion to NFRW. 
If you haven’t renewed your membership, please do so soon!  And if you have friends who haven’t 
yet joined, encourage them to!   
 

 We’re holding our 4th annual SDFRW Membership Competition  
Club membership increases will be measured relative to their 2022 membership levels.  This year’s 

competition will again include four categories: 
 

Largest Active Membership Increase 
Largest % Active Membership Increase 
Largest Associate Membership Increase 

Largest % Associate Membership Increase 
 
If you know of any potential new or returning members you think we should contact, please reach 
out to Membership Chair Lauri Davis at ldavis6632@gmail.com 

South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 
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South Dakota featured heavily in NFRW’s Capitol Connection 

Newsletter! 

In recent weeks, both Governor Kristi Noem and U.S. Representative Dusty Johnson 
were featured as top stories in NFRW Capitol Connection newsletters!  Check it out! 
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South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 

 

SDFRW Featured in SDGOP Newsletter, The Majority Report 
 

Last month, SDFRW President Catherine Barranco traveled to Washington D.C. to meet 
with Federation leaders from across the nation.  Thank you to SDGOP for sharing            
Catherine’s NFRW Update! 
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South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 

 

An Afternoon with Friends Fundraiser 

We had a wonderful time at our Afternoon with Friends fundraiser at the Washington 
Pavilion Visual Arts Center!   Special thanks to our generous sponsors and hosts as well 
as our fabulous entertainment, SDFRW Member Danica Michaels – who also was 

picked as Dakota News Now’s Musician of the Month last month! 
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South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 

 

Calendar  
April: 

07- Meade County Republican Women                          
 2pm Pizza Ranch Sturgis, SD 

10 - Aurora- Douglas Republican Women      
 7pm Travel Plaza, Corsica, SD 

20 - Beadle County Republican Women         
 12pm Ryan’s Hanger  Huron, SD  

20 - Brown County Area Republican Women 
 11:30am The Flame Aberdeen, SD  

20 - Pennington County Republican Women 
 12:45pm Alex Johnson Hotel Rapid City, SD 

21 - Codington County Republican Women 
 11:30am Pizza Ranch  Watertown, SD 

27 - Minnehaha-Lincoln Republican Women 
 11:30am SD Military Heritage Alliance   

 Sioux Falls, SD 

29 - Spring Quarterly Meeting,  

 Arrowwood Cedar Shores Resort, Oacoma  

May: 

05- Meade County Republican Women                          
 2pm Pizza Ranch Sturgis, SD 

TBA - Aurora- Douglas Republican Women      
 7pm Travel Plaza, Corsica, SD 

18 - Beadle County Republican Women         
 12pm Ryan’s Hanger  Huron, SD  

18 - Brown County Area Republican Women 
 11:30am The Flame Aberdeen, SD  

18 - Pennington County Republican Women 
 12:45pm Alex Johnson Hotel Rapid City, SD 

19 - Codington County Republican Women 
 11:30am Pizza Ranch  Watertown, SD 

25 - Minnehaha-Lincoln Republican Women 
 11:30am SD Military Heritage Alliance   

 Sioux Falls, SD 

 

 

 

 

Many Blessings for You. 

He has Risen! 

Happy Easter.  

from the 

 SDFRW  

Executive Board 
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SDFRW Member Spotlight 

Born & raised in Sioux Falls SD, moved to Buffalo, New York in 1991 for UPS. Retired to the Black 
Hills, SD in 2008 
 
Married 51 years to Ron Brandt 
Mom of 3 daughters, Grandmother of 9 grandchildren Great Grandmother of 2 great grandsons 
 
President of the newly established Northern Hills Republican Women 
Just getting started - plan on community involvement , supporting our elected officials and Young 
Republicans 
  
Retired from UPS after 31 years in Operations and Business Development . 
  
Greatest achievement - My family 
  
Most exciting moment - Becoming a Mom 
  
Why belong SDFRW - Excited to be a member because of the professional and supportive sisterhood 
of the SDFRW . 
  
Greatest challenge - Sharing my Republican values with those who disagree. We need to heal the 
divide within our own party . 
  
Favorite Republican - Ronald Reagan - I love his wit and wisdom. 
  
Favorite quote - Maya Angelou "Do the best you can until you know better. Then when you know   
better, do better." 
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2023 Newsletter Monthly Report Schedule  

January, April, July, & October:   

       Cenkota, Codington, Northern Hills & Pennington  

  February, May, August & November:                

Aurora-Douglas, Brown, Minnehaha -Lincoln, & Meade  

  March, June, September & December:              

Cyberspace, Beadle, Fall River & South Central  

Please find your Club and Write down the months that you 

are in the Newsletter.  

The reports are due the 27th of the prior to the month       

featured.  

 

Clubs may submit at anytime with club updates, photos. 

Remember you may purchase an ad for a month for           

Birthday, Anniversary, Events. 

Send any questions, reports &/or pictures to:     

sdfrwnews@gmail.com  

Newsletter Chair: Jen Boerger 

         

South Dakota Federation   of  Republican Women 
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South Dakota Federation of Republican Women 
2023-2024 Executive Board 

Top Left to Right: Connie Wagner, Penny Sattgast, Nancy Ziegeldorf, Laci Sosa, Jeni Boerger, Lauri Davis & Sandy Rhoden    

Front Left to Right: Marylee Plut, Debbie Schnell, Catherine Barranco, Beka Zerbst & Heidi Engelhart 

President: Catherine Barranco  

1st Vice President: Beka Zerbst 

2nd Vice President: Heidi Engelhart 

3rd Vice President: Debbie Schnell 

4th Vice President: Marylee Plut 

Secretary: Nancy Ziegeldorf 

Treasurer: Connie Wagner 

Member at Large: Sandy Rhoden 

Member at Large: Jeni Boerger 

Member at Large: Laci Sosa 

Member at Large: Lauri Davis 

Past President: Penny Sattgast 
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See Us Now! 

America Home of the Free & the Brave! 


