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This monthôs Featured Article from NFRW:  

SDFRW Wins the first -ever NFRW March  

Madness Membership Competition!  
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From the Presidentõs Desk:   
From the bottom of my heart, thank you. In the previous SDFRW newsletter, I 
begged for help in the Sioux Falls City Council at large election. That race, 
which involved roughly 10x a legislative district's population, featured one Re-

publican against two liberal Democrats, including one who called the GOP a 
òterrorist organization.ó Election Day produced a runoff. Over the ensuing 
weeks, SDFRW made sure the Republican candidate prevailed. We hosted a 
party at which hundreds of conservatives gathered to pick up campaign signs 
and coordinate efforts. Our digital billboards racked up 60,000 views a week ð 
over a quarter of a million views in total! MLRW President Dee Van Deest is-

sued a series of emails supporting our Calls to Action. After we trained volun-
teers in Campaign Sidekick, the door knocking app used by the SDGOP, our 
teams pounded the pavement, imploring voters to keep Sioux Falls from going 
the way of drug addled Portland and crime ridden Minneapolis. In the end, our 
four -part plan helped secure victory! Surprising nearly every expert, turnout 
actually increased for the runoff. Whatõs more, voting rates were highest in 

neighborhoods and precincts where we focused our efforts. Itõs abundantly 
clear that without you a socialist would have won.  
  
As a mother of two young boys, I thank you from the bottom of my heart! Your 
hard work ensured Republicans will continue to govern the place I am proud to 
call home. It is by your tremendous effort that ð at least for now ð we have kept 

Sioux Falls from going the way of Minneapolis, and South Dakota from going 
the way of Minnesota.  
  
While we were busy  winning  a critical city council  seat, we also  won  NFRWõs 
first -ever March Madness Membership Competition! Not only does that honor 
come with national bragging rights, it earned us free registration to the 2025 

NFRW Convention, saving SDFRW nearly $600! The Presidents of the five local 
clubs with the largest membership increases are:  
  

Claire Rydberg, CenKota  
Karen Brandt, Northern Hills RW  

Teresa Thompson, Meade County RW  

MaryLee Plut, Codington County RW  
Gracia Kuipers, Aurora -Douglas RW  

  
Each of these ladies will receive a commemorative NFRW pin!  

 Cont.  
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South Dakota Federation of Republican Women 
I also want to thank everyone who filled in for me at the Board of Directors 
meeting in Oacoma. Now, a dozen bowls of chicken soup later, I am well on 
the way to recovery! It was thoughtful of the board to table the Nominating 
Committee selection. If you want to run for one of the three spots on this  

committee, please email me at president@SDFRW.org by Sunday, May 19.  
A couple weeks thereafter, weõll convene a special board of directors Zoom  
meeting to vote on this topic plus any other urgent business we need to    
complete prior to convention. I will email the board more information  
including the meeting agenda once the date has been set. Please note that 
Nominating Committee members are ineligible to run for an SDFRW office and 

may serve no more than two consecutive terms. Each club is limited to no 
more than one Nominating Committee member at a time.  
  
With gratitude for our incredible SDFRW sisterhood,  
Catherine Barranco  
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SDFRW Campaigns Committee was out in force to answer 

Sioux Fallsõ call for help! 
 
Our SDFRW Campaigns Committee jumped to answer the call for 
help winning the Sioux Falls City Council At Large Seat!  In that 
race, one Republican ran against two woke Democrats, one of 
whom called the GOP a ñterrorist organization.ò  This single      
election would not only determine who would fill the At Large seat 
on the Council, it would also determine whether Republicans would 
hold on to the majority on the Council: if the Republican won, weôd 
have 5-3 Republicans vs. non-Republicans on the Council.  If the 
Republican lost, the Council would be split 4-4. There was no     
disputing that this was a must-win race!  
 
We began by offering a series of in-person trainings on  
Campaign Sidekick, the door knocking app that the SDGOP uses.  
Then we recruited volunteers and organized a series of  days for lit 
drops and door knocking. Temps in the low 40s and 55mph gusts  
of wind couldnôt keep us home! 
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The Republican owners of BookYourBillboard donated ad space to us 
on their digital billboards across Sioux Falls, which allowed us to run 
Get Out the Vote ads that garnered over a quarter of a MILLION 
views!!   Every one of those views not only stressed the importance of 
voting and informed the viewer of the time frame in which to vote, 
each view also helped build our name brand, familiarizing the viewer 
with our organization.  Weôll continue to reap benefits from that name 
recognition for years to come! 
 
On Election Day, SDFRW and MLRW hosted a Watch Party that 
doubled as a Sign Distribution Event!  Not only did we get a chance to 
energize volunteers to continue to fight as the race went to a runoff 
election, we gave the Republican  
candidates in 11 districts ï almost a third of the state! ï an 
 opportunity to connect with constituents and send supporters home with yard signs and palm cards.  Over the 
course of the evening, hundreds of people attended from Sioux Falls and beyond.  With delicious food, 
 fantastic live music, and a Republican elected to the school board, it was a pretty fantastic evening!   

 
In the end, all of our work paid off ï the Republican candidate (Richard  
Thomason) won the runoff election with more constituents turning out to vote in the 
runoff than in the main election, which is extremely rare!   
 
Special thank you to SDFRW Campaign Activities Chair Val Higgins, MLRW 
President Dee Van Deest, and MLRW Member-At-Large Trish Murphy for all 
your work to bring home the victory in this critical election.  With your help, we 
were able to maintain the Republican majority on the City Council, protecting 
Sioux Falls from Minneapolisô and South Dakota from Minnesotaôs fate ï at least 
for now! 
 
If thereôs an important race in your area in which thereôs only one Republican 
 running, please contact SDFRW Campaigns Chair Val Higgins at  
valoriehiggins526@gmail.com ï we love helping Republicans get elected all over 
the state!   
 

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘΥ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ {5Cw² tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ .ŀǊǊŀƴŎƻ 
 

{5Cw² aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŎƘ tŀǊǘȅ 
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/ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ϧ 9ƭŜŎǘŜŘ hŶŎƛŀƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŎƘ tŀǊǘȅ 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
bŜǿƭȅ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƳŀƴ wȅŀƴ {ǇŜƭƭŜǊōŜǊƎ 
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{5Cw² tǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ-9ǾŜǊ [ŜƎŀŎȅ !ǿŀǊŘ  
 
South Dakota Federation of Republican Women has a tradition of recognizing 

members who have been most active over the previous year or two. This year, 

though, SDFRW did something special ï  we created the SDFRW Legacy 

Award. Rather than focusing on recent activity, the SDFRW Legacy Award 

honors those members who have spent year 

after year, decade after decade, serving the 

Federation and the Party. We are thrilled to 

award the first-ever SDFRW Legacy Award 

to Judy Trzynka. Judy is an SDFRW Past 

President and has spent the past 50 years putting boots on the 

ground for the South Dakota GOP.  

U.S. Senator Mike Rounds was on hand to help SDFRW present the 
award, giving a beautiful speech highlighting the many                 
accomplishments of this GOP treasure. 
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/ŀǊŜ tŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ±Ŝǘƻ 5ŀȅ  
 
CƻǊ ±Ŝǘƻ 5ŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ tŜƴƴȅ {ŀǧƎŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ 
ŎŀǊŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ±Ŝǘƻ 5ŀȅΗ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊπ
Ƴŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ [ƛƴπ
Ŏƻƭƴ 5ŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΗ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 
ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǘǊŜŀǘΦ   

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘǳƴƛƴƎ ƛƴΗ 

 

When Democrats turn in ballot measure or candidate petitions, we 
need Republican volunteers to help verify that signatures are valid.  
If theyôre not, we can challenge the petition and potentially keep the 
liberals off the ballot!  
 
Thank you for tuning in to the Zoom Call SDFRW hosted on March 
22nd with SDGOP Executive Director Reggie Rhoden to learn how! 
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aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǳǊƻǊŀ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŀǘ ǘǿƻ ŎǊŀŎƪŜǊ ōŀǊǊŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ 
ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΦ  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ /ŀǎǎƛŘȅ ±ŀƴŘŜƴ IƻŜƪΣ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ  [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ                         
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {5Cw² {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜǾŜƭΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {5Cw² [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ 5ŀȅǎ ǿŜ ƎŀǾŜ 
άDƻƻŘƛŜ .ŀƎǎέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊΦ  

IŜƛŘƛ 9ƴƎƭŜƘŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ aŀǊŎƘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŘƛǎƘ 
ƳŜŀƭΦ  5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ нм {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ 9Ǌƛƴ ¢ƻōƛƴ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ Ǿƛŀ ȊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ aȅƪŀƭŀ 
±ƛƻǘŀ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ   

¢ƘŜ !ǳǊƻǊŀ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ 5ŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ моΣ нлнпΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǳǊ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƘŜƭǇ 
ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇΗ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ǊƛǾŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ǝŀǎ ƎǊƛƭƭΦ  

hǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ǘǿƻ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ  bŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ  
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǾƻǘŜǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŀ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ƛƴ aŀȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ        
wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ IƻǳǎŜ {ŜŀǘǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ  
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ   
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C o d i n g t o n  C o u n t y  R e p u b l i c a n  W o m e n  

     January: Glen Vilhauer: District 5 Senate Candidate; Jeanne Horning: Legislative News.  
     February: Kristie Fiegen: Chairperson SD Public Utilities Commissioner.  
     March: Ried Holien: Watertown Mayor, National Committeeman 
     April: District 4 House Candidates: Barbara Guenette, Vanessa Namken, Kent Roe, Dylan 
 Jordan; District 4 Senate Candidates: Steph Sauder, Fred Deutsch;  District 5 House 
 Candidates: Dr. Josephine Garcia, Matt Roby, Byron Callies; Becky Reeves: CC States 
 Attorney 
 
Codington County Special Events and Caring For America Projects:  
-Shona Marshall: Outreach Director of the Beacon Center (Womenôs Shelter). CCRW gave to 
 their Wish List 
- Life Defense Fund Participation Training 
- Haven Pregnancy Center Tour 
- Legislative Quarterly Meeting  
- Home Show Participation  
- Lincoln Day Dinner Bake Sale and Quilt Sale 
- Oacoma Spring Quarterly Meeting 
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P e n n i n g t o n  C o u n t y  R e p u b l i c a n  W o m e n  

South Dakota Federation of Republican Women 
J a m e s  R i v e r  R e p u b l i c a n  W o m e n  

!ǇǊƛƭ нлнп 

WŀƳŜǎ wƛǾŜǊ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлно ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мсǘƘ 

ǿƛǘƘ wƛŎƘ IƛƭƎŜƳŀƴƴ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ мǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ 

Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǳǩƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ {Ǉƛƴƪ          

/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ 5ŀȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƘ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōȅ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ {Ǉƛƴƪ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƘŀƛǊ [ŀǊǊȅ bƛŜƭǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ 

Lƴ aŀǊŎƘΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ {Ǉƛƴƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎΦ  

{Ǉƛƴƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ [ŀƴŀ DǊŜŜƴŬŜƭŘ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ 

wŜǎǇŜŎǜǳƭƭȅ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WŜƴƛ .ƻŜǊƎŜǊ 

t/w² ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ муΦ  hǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 
ƧƻōΦ  9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ                   
wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴ /ƭǳōǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ   
 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ CƻǊǳƳ ƻƴ aŀȅ мс ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ                                          
wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ        
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  9ƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ   
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South Dakota Federation of Republican Women 
N o r t h e r n  H i l l s  R e p u b l i c a n  W o m e n  

The Northern Hills Republican Women furthered our mission: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
In January we welcomed Travis Lasseter from the Life Defense Fund to educate us on the "Decline to Sign"    
campaign regarding the radical abortion petition being circulated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In February Robert Williams, Chief of Police Lead SD prepared us for "Situational Awareness" in all aspects of our 
daily lives.  Some key take-aways were: Scan the area; Use peripheral vision; Become a 'hard target'; Trust your 
gut; if something seems off, make choices to keep you safe.  Call 911.  This is true for public places and out      
enjoying the environment. 
  
Also in February we attended Legislative Day in Pierre.  The tours, speakers and SDFRW Board of Directors 
Meeting were enlightening and energizing. The day was capped off with an iconic photo on the stairs with            
Governor Noem and Lieutenant Governor Rhoden. 
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March  brought us to the realization of what it takes to                          
"Keep The Light On".  Kristie Fiegen SD Public Utilities                                
Commissioner.  Kristie shared several statistics on the diversity of     
energy sources in South Dakota and the goal to always have a R.E.D. 
energy policy for Reliable Electricity Development. 

 
 
 

 
In  March  we also honored one of our founding members and past            
treasurer, Ann Thie, with our prestigious  Nancy Reagan Award of               
excellence for service to the community.  Northern Hills Republican Women 
(NHRW) donated $500 to the Western Hills Humane Society in honor of 
Ann.  Ann received a terminal cancer diagnosis necessitating resignations 
of her volunteer duties from several organizations in the community. Ann 
rescued several kitties through the years from WHHS and this monetary gift was her choice in lieu of a tangible 
award.   
A framed certificate will hang on the wall of the Western Hills Humane Society commemorating this honor.   
WHHS representative Shelby Hansen was present to receive the donation along with Karen Brandt, NHRW   
President. 


