
Leon “Pete” Mancour, age 83, of Royal Oak, 
passed away March 10, 2018. Pete was a 
longtime member and past president of the  
Royal Oak Historical Society and in 2016  
was honored with the Thomas F. Wurdock 
Award, for the time and talent he gave to 
many civic organizations throughout his long 
volunteering tenure in Royal Oak. 

His belief in the viability of creating the Royal 
Oak Historical Museum was notable, and 
he worked tirelessly, along with many others, 
including Tom Wurdock, Muriel Versagi and 
Jay Dunstan, to make that dream a reality.

His expertise in construction and business was 
particularly helpful in his work with the Museum,  
as well as with the Orson Starr House Guild.
 Pete’s participation with service groups and city  
committees varied from construction and real  
estate projects to tutoring and mentoring.

He also was a member of the Royal Oak VFW, Optimist Club, Rotary and was the 
recipient of the Royal Oak Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year award in 2010. 

“Most people knew our Dad had opinions and liked to be heard, but maybe they 
didn’t know how much of that came from the heart,” said his daughter Linda Cooke. 
“He showed he cared by doing things, handling things, and getting things done!
 “We knew how much the Society meant to him, as he talked often of all the wonderful 
people he worked beside and loved to argue with. He was very proud to be an active 
part of all that has been achieved over the years. Dad loved a challenge, and life was 
always better when he had a task to do or someone to help.
 “My sister, Jeri said it best when she said, ‘He was passionate with strong convictions, 
ornery, humorous, loving, and giving. He strongly believed in the power of the mind 
and that got him through some tough times.’ He will be missed.”

The following is by ROHS Vice President and Past President Jay Dunstan
On March 10, we lost an icon within our community. Pete Mancour will be remembered 
in many different ways by all of us — a dedicated family man, a reliable friend for 
those in need, someone who quietly, often behind the scenes, did everything he could 
to make Royal Oak better for all. His accomplishments have left a positive mark upon 
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Each newsletter, the Royal Oak  
Historical Society will focus on historic 
homes and buildings in our city.  
The selections come from the book, 
“Royal Oak Images, Yesterday’s 
Charm Today’s Treasures,” published 
by the Roundtable of Royal Oak 
Historical Organizations, a standing 
committee of the Royal Oak Historical 
Commission of the City of Royal Oak. 
The book was published in 2006,  
and a second edition is in the works.
 
We encourage other Royal Oak  
residents to share the history of  
their home for possible publication. 
For more information, contact:  
John S. Schultz at johnsschultz@
sbcglobal.net. 

Homes & Buildings In Royal Oak
Edited by John S. Schultz

The Branstner House 
215 Pingree Boulevard 

Three Story Arts and Crafts House Built in 1920

Located on the first block east of  
North Main Street, within easy walking 
distance of downtown Royal Oak, this 
Arts and Crafts three-story house has 
always been a single-family residence. 
Three sides of the yard are enclosed by 
a white picket fence while the fourth side 
has a shared driveway leading to the 
clapboard sided two-and- half car garage 
in the back yard. Privacy screening 
toward the back of the house along the 
driveway shields an attached sunroom.

The clapboard siding on the house is 
cedar and painted a sunny shade of 
lemon yellow. A unique feature of the 
clapboards is the way in which they 
were applied. Starting at the top of the 
house they are narrower and become 
wider toward the bottom. All of the window 
and door frames are painted white.  

The original beveled glass front door  
and characteristic exterior framing have 
been preserved since 1920 when the 
house was built.

Bob and Sadie Branstner purchased the 
house in the late 1980s. Inside, the first 
floor has four rooms with a stairway of 
oak against one wall that leads upstairs. 
Beveled glass doors separate the living 
and dining rooms. A large bay with  
three windows graces one wall of the 
dining room. Oak was used for a built-in 
seating area with drawers beneath for 
storage. The kitchen was remodeled in 
the early 1980s.
 On the second floor there are three  
bedrooms and a full bathroom. In the 
bathroom, a door opens onto the roof  
of the sunroom below. In the smallest  
bedroom, a door opens to reveal a  
stairway to the third floor, or attic.
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