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Memorial Day
Pancake Breakfast!
See you at Farmers Market
See Page 3 for Details

President’s Column

Busy Times for ROHS!
We’re looking forward to our
biggest event of the year, our annual Pancake Breakfast on Memorial
Day at Farmers Market. Best pancakes in town, if you ask me! Maybe it’s because you can only get
these pancakes one day each year,
but they are definitely extraspecial!
We’ll feed up to 800 or 900
hungry people that day, and we’ll
have a lot of fun doing it. We are
looking for volunteers to help out,
both for set-up at 6 p.m. on Sunday, May 29, and for the breakfast
on May 30. There are all sorts of
volunteer opportunities available –
everything from helping to sell
tickets to cooking pancakes. Phil
and Marge Smith are doing their
usual great job of coordinating vol-

unteers. If you can lend a hand,
email pandmsmith8@gmail.com,
or call Phil and Marge at (248) 547
-8967 to find out more about volunteer opportunities.
There’s still another week or
two to catch our most recent exhibit, “End of the Civil War.” The
opening of the exhibit was marked
by a visit from Fred and Bonnie
Priebe, in their personas of Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln. They
circulated among the crowd at the
preview party, then he gave a little
talk and answered questions, all
from the view of President Lincoln!
After this exhibit closes, the Museum will be closed for a few weeks
while we give it the kind of deepcleaning that’s not often possible
(Continued on Page 2)

Parade Marchers Wanted!
Marchers of all ages are invited to join us for a walk in the Royal Oak Memorial Day
parade, Monday, May 30 at 9 a.m.! Period outfits are encouraged. This is a fun way to
celebrate the Memorial Day weekend. For more details, contact Bill Sullivan 248-765
-2136 or bsullivan@dosmanos.com. (Photo Courtesy of Trupiano Photo)

Busy times for ROHS
(Continued from Page 1)

President Lincoln (Fred Priebe) visited the
Museum in February (photo by Bill Sullivan)

with all the events that we run each year.
And, looking back to our annual dinner
last fall, we thanked our sponsors in our last
newsletter; donors to our silent auction are
listed in this edition on Page 6. However, I
would be remiss if I didn’t offer an extra
note of appreciation to Cas Swastek of the
Royal Oak Optimists, who ran a really fun
trivia contest for us. Cas has run some very
successful trivia contests for the Optimists
and agreed to help us for our program for
the annual dinner. Keep an eye out for future trivia events from Cas– these are always lots of fun, and best of all, he does
them to benefit local organizations!
— Deb Anderson
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Memories of Royal Oak
By Cindy Flack,
ROHS Museum Librarian
Northwood Auditorium was
built in 1926 by H. Lloyd
Clawson for the use of the
Northwood Homeowners Association Community.
Northwood Auditorium was
built on the land now occupied
by Radio Shack and the Shrine
Conference Center. It was a
lovely, substantial building set
back from Woodward Avenue,
and as the years passed, evergreens grew to surround it.
Many happy occasions unfolded here. It was used for
birthday parties, wedding and
baby showers, wedding receptions, holiday parties and pageants, dances, and service club
and business dinners.
During the 1940s, Father
Coughlin had access to the
building and held the 20-Up
Club activities.

Northwood
Auditorium
was built in
1926 in the
Northwood
Subdivision.

Girl Scout Hill
Girl Scout Hill was located near the portion marker tree. A trail marker tree was a tree that
of Vinsetta Boulevard. that was north of was purposefully deformed by the Indians so
(Continued on Page 6)
Twelve Mile. At the top of the hill was a trail

ROYAL OAK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1411 W. Webster, Royal Oak MI 48073
248-439-1501
royaloakhistoricalsociety.org
Hours Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 1-4 p.m.
Your Museum needs you for support! We are an all-volunteer
membership organization dedicated to preserving our local history.
We welcome donations and volunteers!
Like us on Facebook!
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Play the Photo Game

Ph

A

B

C

By ROHS Board Member Bob Muller

Play Bob Muller’s “Photo Game.” Can you identify which Royal Oak buildings
have these unique architectural details? (Answers on Page 6.)
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Royal Oak Memories
(Continued from Page 4)

they could tell where they
were going. The children of
Royal Oak would play on this
hill, running up and down,
playing on the tree and sledding down in winter.
Girl Scout troops would
come here on occasion for
their outdoor activities. There
was a pit at the top of the hill
lined with stones. The Scouts
would build a fire in the pit
and wait for the stones to be
heated at which point a heavy
pot of beans and water was
Girl Scout Hill (Photos Courtesy of ROHS Museum)
placed in the pit to be cooked.
While this was happening, the ing and doing activities. What by all! Beans and s’mores!
troop was holding their meet- a wonderful dinner was shared
Yippee!!

Thanks to our Silent Auction Donors!
Andy’s Pizza; Arthur Murray Dance Studio—Royal Oak; Atomic Coffee; Barry Shulman & Bill
Krout/Decades; Batteries Plus; bd Mongolian Grill; Briggs Gallery; Buffalo Wild Wings;
Chipotle; Crispelli’s; D;Amato’s/Good Night Gracie; Famous Dave’s; Mike Frentz/Frentz Hardware; Hotel Royal Oak; Iron Horse; Steve Jones; Dale Leslie; Lily’s Seafood; City Commissioner
Jeremy Mahrle; Miners Den; Moe’s Southwest Grille; Bob and Kelly Muller; Margaret Munro;
Peking House; Play and Stay Pet Care Center; Pronto!: RLAC-Reading and Language Arts Centers; Tim and Sharon Schafer; Town Tavern.; 515—Drag Queen Bingo.
Donations to the Royal Oak Historical Society are gratefully accepted
Send checks payable to:
The Royal Oak Historical Society
1411 West Webster Road, Royal Oak, Michigan 48073
Donations are tax-deductible.

ANSWERS TO BOB MULLER’S PHOTO GAME (See Page 5): Photo A — Sullivan Building, 219 S. Main
St. Photo B — Burn Rubber, 306 S. Main St. Photo C — Meghan Marion, 405 S. Main St.
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Royal Oak History Books for Sale
At Frentz Hardware
All proceeds go to the Museum

“My Royal Oak: Images From the 20th Century” (2008), the book on Royal Oak history
that is heavy on historic images of our town, is a must for anyone who loves Royal
Oak. Printed on glossy white paper, it contains 227 photographs on 128 pages and is 7x10
inches. The text consists of more than 17,000 words about the “old” town most of us remember in fragments. This is a very personal book, with many of my memories of growing up in
Royal Oak in the 20th century. The cost is only $25.
Everyone should have “Twigs and Acorns, Plus” (2007), the much-loved scrapbook style
presentation about our town since its founding more than 180 years ago. It contains newspaper articles, previously unpublished letters, essays, etc. and photos of early Royal Oak. At
$40, the book is 425 pages, hardbound and fully indexed.
If you are going to explore historic Royal Oak or St. Mary cemeteries, you must have the
12-page edition of “Cemeteries Walking Tour” (2007), containing photographs and the locations of thousands of people interred in the two cemeteries arranged in a surname index, available for $5.
“To Walk That Old Indian Trail” has been a very popular booklet over the years, originally
prepared for the 75th anniversary of our city in 1996. In 2007, the 12-page edition contains far
more information on Native American traces in Royal Oak and features a Chief on the cover.
At $5, it is a bargain.
All the books are available at Frentz’s Hardware, and at our beautiful Historical Society
Museum. As with all of my other books, all proceeds go to the Museum. Purchasing these
books is simply a GIFT to the Museum.
Coming soon is a small book to be published on Northwood Subdivision (tentatively –
“Northwood Subdivision and The Clawsons”), which will include the No. 2 Fire Station (site
of the Historical Museum), the old and new Northwood Schools, the Clawson family, GTW
Railroad, the First Congregational Church and the Shrine of the Little Flower Church,
etc. Contained inside will be essays on each subject and a number of rare historic photographs. Watch for it! - By David G. Penney, Ph.D.

What’s Going on at the Orson Starr House?
The Orson Starr House is a Michigan farmhouse that was originally constructed about 1845.
Located at 3123 N. Main St, Royal Oak, it is one block south of 13 Mile Road. The house is
owned by the City of Royal Oak and is open to the public on the second Sunday of each
month, from 1 – 4 P.M. or by prior arrangement. Additional parking is available two doors
to the south at the Salvation Army Citadel.
This house was occupied by the Starr Family for almost 100 years and was home to one of
Royal Oak’s pioneering families. Open houses and tours are provided by the members of the
Orson Starr House Guild, a volunteer committee that organizes special events at the monthly
sessions.
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*Royal Oak Historical Society
Membership Application*

Name______________________________
Address____________________________
Email______________________________

Individual: $10.00____ Family: $18.00___ Donor: $25.00___ Benefactor: $50.00____
Seniors: 60+: $8.00_______
Mail with your check to:
Royal Oak Historical Society, 1411 W. Webster Road, Royal Oak MI 48073
Dues are also payable online through our website www.royaloakhistoricalsociety.org.
Click on the membership link. You can pay your membership dues or subscribe to have
your dues automatically collected annually.
Thank you in advance!
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