Willow Creek Elementary PTO Board Meeting Minutes
Friday, October 3, 2025

Cortney opened the meeting at 12:04PM

1. Opening Remarks- Cortney Jurek:  Thank you to all 4th grade parents who came out and helped with the HOCO parade.  The kids had a blast and parents were very helpful.  Overall, a great success!
2. September Minutes- Becky Wilson: Reviewed and Approved: Jenny;  2nd: Dan
a. Please note a correction on the September notes with regards to PJ Day, it is only after major holidays such as Thanksgiving, not the long October weekend. 
3. Budget – Laura Law:  The October Budget was reviewed with handout provided.  It was Approved by Deborah; 2nd: Jennifer
a. Line-Item Approval: For the past 2 years have had Lunar New Year as part of Cultural Events in the budget.  Request it become its own line Item.  Approved. 
b. Line-Item Approval: For $2,700 for Book Vending Machine.  Approved.
c. Line-Item Approval: For Great Expectations Rewards for $1,000, $500 for this year.  Approved.

4. Principal Notes: Deanna Porter; Guests Mrs. Bergman & Mrs. Loftin
a. HOCO Parade float was fabulous- candy throwing was the most popular!
b. Upcoming dates in Newsletter: School holidays Oct. 9-13; Picture Day on 10/16; Red Ribbon week- outside speakers will be coming in that week and week before, date TBD.  
c. WCE will have a school fundraiser this year, considering the budget cuts and everything getting more expensive.  It will be a catalog sale with Big Kahuna starting the week after Trunk or Treat.  
d. Notice: Please do not hold the front door open, causes security concern.  Each person must show ID at the door, every time.  
e. Mrs. Loftin- She is writing a grant for a booking vending machine for Willow Creek.  She  drafted the look, will be Wildcat centric.  Book vending machine will be a reward/ incentive program. Weekly drawing of students who have completed their Lexia goal.  It is like snack vending machines, only books.  The machine requires golden tokens, no cash, and will hold 276 books from Pre-K to 5th Grade levels. Cost of machine is $6,940 before books.  The TEF grant is maxed at $5,000, so if it is awarded, she is asking $1,940 from PTO in addition to providing the books. Scholastic offers as book bundle.  Rosehill has purchased the bundle, so most titles are approved. Question: can we have sponsors, that could put their logo via a magnet or sign?  Mrs. Loftin will investigate if this is an option.  Question: is there a warranty?  There is a 1-year warranty as part of the cost, with the option to extend.  Rosehill used uTube to address most issues, but when they needed someone to come out, it was very easy to schedule.  It comes with 100 golden tokens that can be reused.  Reoccurring costs for books are around $2,700 each year but can monitor numbers. Books will include Pre-K to 5th grade levels, with students will be able to select the book they want.  Question- is there anything beyond Lexia?  Teacher may set a goal and, she believes, there is an extension after Lexia such as programs like Freckle.  For the grant will take from year end donation of $3,290 with everything and create line item for going forward $1,350.  Question- can we do a book drive?  Unfortunately, we cannot do book drive, due to vetting requirements.  Question- can books be added as part of our Book Fair?  Mrs. Porter will need to review laws and procedures to ensure proper vetting.  The Book Fair has a caveat noting the books have not been vetted by the school district.     Confirmed we do not have a community free book library.  Will need building modification form completed.  Could be an excellent Eagle Scout project!  
f. Mrs. Bergman: Looking for ways to Cat Cash for positive reinforcement.  The committee noted that there is a lack of stuff, outside of passes, to turn in Cat Cash.  Bi-annual raffles have been held at previous schools with basketballs, games, etc.  The tickets would be turned into buckets for drawing for the items they want.  Each grade will get a team nominated item, from Pre-K to 4th.  It’s also a great way to spend leftover money at the end of the year.  $100 per grade per semester for a total of $1,000 per year, for this year would be $500.  Will see if the budget needs to change after the first round.  Question- would they accept donations?  At the last school, they did accept donations for larger items.  This does not take away from Cat Cash.  For Market Days, they will still be within their grade.  Need to confirm if money is turned in after Market Days for 4th grade.  Approved for line item for Great Expectations Rewards of $1,000.  
g. TISD Booster Meeting: Form needed for all fundraising efforts.  It includes Spirit Wear, Trunk or Treat, Spirit Sticks, and Run Wild.  Cortney will work with everyone to get the forms completed for this year.  

5. Fall Fundraiser: Trunk or Treat– Deborah Schramm, Helen Vo
a. Flyers were in folders this week.  Promote Pre-Sale!!! Get wrist bands now, pre-sale line will go through quickly. Because of limitations on accepting cash. Pre-Sale 200 will get a bucket.  Spooky grams went live on Wednesday- several options, including Jacks and buckets were donated. Different vendors for lollipops, hoping they taste better. 
b. Spirit Stick: different options, limited quantity.  Sign-up genius for spirit sticks onsale during lunch.  
c. Volunteers are needed for the weekend of the event!  If you volunteer, you will get a free wristband. Becky will follow up with NHS for volunteers.  Looking at also doing a balloon arch, Kelly and Tabatha offered their help.  Kelly reached out to Mr. Ben, who will be providing hay bales, will need 5-6 bales.  Also need someone to volunteer their projector screen so that we may play the game during the event.  Cortney will ask Lacey.  
d. Activities:  We will have an actual DJ!  Will be at no cost as they are donating their time! Face Paint: Emailed art high school, need volunteers.  PTO sent email.  Not receiving any responses and unfortunately, we are unable to respond to any TISD email address.  Mrs. Porter will reach out, need 8-10 kids from 4:30 to 8pm, we will provide supplies and volunteers will receive hours and be fed at the event. and will be fed.   
e. Dunk Tank volunteers: Deborah will send the list of those that have confirmed but asked for Mrs. Porter to help get more volunteers. We need at least 8 but want 10.  
f. Signs donated, approved for front of school.  
g. Trunks: Currently we have 17 want 20.  Most are businesses. 
h. Silent Auction: If there are any items/ideas please send them to Deborah.  October 15th is the deadline for everything, including sponsors and auction items.  

6. Home Room Parent/Holiday Party - Jennifer Barron, Jenny McKee: Names have been drawn, still have 1 HRP where they need her contact information.  Once received they will send the final list to  Mrs. Porter for approval. 

7. Teacher Appreciation – Jordan Gerran, Danny Lewis, Erica Farmer: Harper’s bagels coming on October 8th.  Next month there will be a pie cart, they will need donations.  For the holidays, they plan on doing 12 days of Christmas for staff.  They will work with Mrs. Porter to divide and conquer.  NIS is also doing it as well.  

8. Spirit Nights- Erica Farmer, Tabitha Primrose, Traci Kendrick
a. Red Robin is doing spirit night, will do drawing for 2 free wrist bands.  Need teacher participation.  Whoever has most in class, the top 2 teachers will get lunch.  This will be emailed out to Team Leads this week. 10/15 will need help with setting it up. 
b. Oct. 23rd Chick-Fila at Jones and 249.
c. Dynamos early bird pricing, the schedule is coming out in December.  
d. Marcos made $242.98. 
e. TISD Concessions: 9 volunteers required for day to be drawn.  There is a lottery.  To get food handling certification, which is not difficult, it costs $10 per person and can be done on the computer.  Certification is good for 2 years.  Due to submitting for lottery on 10/16, for date 11/13-12/13. We will be told within 2 weeks prior to the date that is pulled.  If we don’t fulfill the commitment, then we must pay $1,000.  

9. Fall Fundraiser (Run Wild)- Sandi Thomas, Krysten Chovanec: Request for approval of the foam so that it can be ordered.  It was approved, and Mrs. Porter asked for information on the foam to be sent to her so that she may decide if a permission slip will be required.  

Meeting Adjourned at 1:20pm

Next Meeting: Friday, November 7th 12pm, PTO Portable- Wear PTO Shirts for group picture! 

