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Officially Recognized Karate Systems in Okinawa and Mainland Japan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Okinawan Te
Created 500 years ago by 
Okinawan sensei on the 

Rukyu islands. Later Chinese 
martial arts elements  were 

included 

Shuri-Te

SHORIN RYU

Kobayashi Ryu

Shobayashi 
Ryu

Matsubayashi 
Ryu

Matsumura 
Orthodox

Tomari-Te

UECHI RYU

GOJU RYU

Naha-Te

Japanese Karate

Created by Okinawan 
sensei who initially 

trained in Okinawa and 
later created 'Japanized' 

karate styles on the 
mainland after 1922

Shotokan

Wado Ryu

Shito Ryu

Goju Ryu

Shudokan* Doshinkan*

* Shudokan [修道館] was created by Tomaya Kanken Sensei. He trained initially in Okinawa with Itosu 

Anko Sensei in the Shuri-Te tradition, then he added studies in Chinese martial arts for some years when 
deployed as a teacher to Taiwan. He opened his first dojo in Tokyo in 1930, and created his specific 
karatedo approach there.  

Three Umbrella Systems 

Exclusively Recognized in 

Okinawa (Italic Capital 

Letters black) 

Four Styles Exclusively 

Recognized in Japan 

(Italic white) 
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