
A Community Call for Volunteer Tutors

The Regional Multicultural Youth Centre and the young people who drive the organization forward in partnership with adult
allies, after piloting a Pathways to Education program in Thunder Bay for the past two years, is proud to announce the
launch of Pathways Thunder Bay in February 2022.

This unique community-based program designed to increase high school graduation rates, offers weekly tutoring and a
mentoring, leadership, and cultural program, in addition to financial support and advocacy to support high school students
graduate and successfully transition to post - secondary education, training or meaningful employment.  While the focus of
Pathways Thunder Bay is to create space for Indigenous students in the city, others are welcome to contact us to determine
if they qualify to register for the award-winning Pathways Program.  Across Canada Pathways Programs are creating
positive social change by supporting youth to overcome barriers to education, graduate from high school, and build the
foundation for a successful future.

We are seeking those interested in helping close the education gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous high school
students in Thunder Bay, starting with Grade 9 students this year, and continuing to support them throughout their education
path.  Each new school year an additional cohort will begin.

Are you interested in partnering with students registered in the program to enhance their core learning needs for graduation?
With a focus on English, Math, Sciences, Arts and Indigenous Language learning…as a volunteer tutor:

Your Role Is To

● Assist the students with setting realistic goals to achieve academic and personal success
● Provide academic support to the students, either in a group or individually in virtual and/or in-person settings
● Help students develop the study skills necessary for academic success
● Help students develop self-confidence and reduce anxiety or fear of failure in academic work
● Help students develop positive attitudes toward learning

With a Time Commitment Of:

● Two hours, one night a week for a full academic year
● 3 hours to attend an initial training session and additional sessions for each year of participation
● Attending optional volunteers’ group events, community service activities, and program recognition events

Your Qualifications include…

● Having the capacity to tutor English, Math, Science, Arts, or Languages (Ojibway is an asset) at the high school
level



● Having the capacity to tutor English language learners
● Having a desire to work with, and support, youth
● Being able to communicate with youth openly and without judgment
● Establish relationships based on shared responsibility and respect
● Are sensitive to persons of different educational, economic, cultural, or racial backgrounds
● Some understanding of Indigenous Peoples including the history of, world views, and context in today’s world

How Will You Benefit by Being a Pathways Tutor?

Pathway’s programming can be enriching for not only the students but also the volunteers. Volunteering for Pathways is an
opportunity to make a long-lasting, positive difference in the lives of young people. By helping students improve their
academic performance and self-worth, you are making a strong, collective statement about how much our community
believes in the capabilities of our youth.  By volunteering with Pathways Thunder Bay you are supporting the path of
reconciliation in what is now known as Canada: one student at a time.  You are working towards a country where equity
matters and Indigenous youth have the same opportunities as their peers.  You will know, and feel, that your role matters –
and develop deeper understanding of the experiences of First Nations, Metis and Inuit young people in our community.

I’m In!  What Do I Need to Do?

Potential volunteer Tutors are asked to complete a written application and offer two references. Following this, the volunteer
screening process includes a personal interview and the successful completion of a police record and vulnerable sector
check.  If you are interested in becoming a Pathways volunteer, want to access the application or have any questions,
please contact:

Yvonne Farquhar,
Program Director,
Pathways Thunder Bay

Call: 807-621-3718 Email: yvonne.farquhar@thermyc.ca


