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1. Steinberg UR 22 Mark Il

The Steinberg UR 22 mark |l is the latest generation of Steinberg Sound card which replaced
the old UR 22 few months back. This sound card is made out of solid metal chassis, it has two
combo connectors in the front of the unit which accepts both the XLR or the P 38 connectors so
you can connect your Microphone or your Guitar into any input. It has individual volume pots for
both the inputs, there is also a Hi-Zi switch in the front that you can enable when you connect
an Electric Guitar.

The sound cards sports the D Pre Mic/ Line Pre amp that is found in Yamaha’s High End digital
mixers allowing you to obtain pristine sound quality for your recordings.

There is a mix knob in the front panel which will allow you to mix the direct input sound with
DAW sound. This is slightly better than direct monitoring and it will helpful in situations where

in you want to get some of the processing you have done on the DAW to sound along with the
direct sound of the guitar. There is also a phones volume control knob and the output volume
control knob in the front panel allowing direct access to most used parameters.

The Back panel has two 1/4” Jacks enabling you to connect discreet left and right channels to
your monitor speakers. There is also a Midi input and output to connect your legacy midi key-
board to your computer without the need to buy a USB MIDI interface.

There are two USB connectors at the back, one is the USB out to your computer and one more
mini USB connector to supply a 5 volt power supply via a power adaptor or a battery bank. This
is a requirement when you want to use the sound card with the Ipad.

To connect the unit to Ipad you need to connect the main USB outputs to the Ipad using the
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camera connection kit available as an accessory from Apple, you need to feed in a 5 volt power
supply though the mini USB jack to provide additional power, this is a requirement to connect to
a Ipad or Iphone. By connecting this additional 5 volt power it is possible to provide 48 volt phan-
tom power to both mic inputs of the sound card.

Pro’s

Two Combo Connector equipped with Yamaha'’s acclaimed D Pres.

Mix knob to mix the input sound with the processed DAW sound

Dedicated volume controls to control the input level of both inputs

Dedicated knobs to control the phones and Output levels.

Dedicated MIDI inputs and outputs.

Led indicators to indicate peak levels, phantom power status and USB connection.
Faculty to provide additional 5 volts to power the card when using with Ipad and iPhone.

Con’s
A MIDI though jack would have offered better flexibility.
A small VU meter to indicate the input and output levels.
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. 2. Roland Duo Capture EX

Housed in a compact, road-tough metal case, the new DUO-CAPTURE EX is perfect for

' both home recording and mobile production. The rugged USB audio interface is outfitted with

' a pair of VS Preamps, which feature the same professional components used in Roland’s
high-end digital mixers. Two combo XLR/TRS inputs are provided, including a Hi-Z input for
connecting a guitar or bass directly. The three-way power supply offers the ultimate in oper-
ational convenience, allowing you to power the unit from the computer’s USB bus, batteries,
or an optional AC adapter. Powerful and flexible, the DUO-CAPTURE EX is compatible with
Windows, Mac OS X, and iO.
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Turn your iPad into a professional recording device by connecting it to the DUO-CAPTURE
EX*. Record vocals, guitar, keyboard, or other instruments with superb quality through the
DUO-CAPTURE EX into the iPad using your favourite iOS apps. Additionally, the DUO-CAP-
TURE EX can function as a USB-MIDI interface to control iOS apps with electronic instruments
such as MIDI keyboards, V-Drums,

Pros

Good Sound quality and Affordable price

Two combo connectors so you can either connect 2 microphones or a Microphone and Guitar.
Three way power option makes working with IOS devices a breeze

Built in Midi in out.

Cons:

The battery consumption is quite high.
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3. Tascam US 2x2

TASCAM’s US-2x2 features a new ergonomic design and some of the best audio specifica-
tions available for the ultimate 2-channel interface for home, project, and mobile studios. A pair
of TASCAM'’s Ultra-HDDA mic/line preamps provide up to 57dB of gain with nearly inaudible
noise and distortion specs. The audio design features high-performance, musical components
like NE5532 op amps for rich sound quality without coloring the source.

The 2-in/2-out audio interface is powered through its USB 2.0 connection or an optional pow-

er adapter. Driverless operation is possible for plug-and-play operation on Mac OSXand iOS

devices like the iPad, and a simple driver adds ASIO compatibility for Windows. MIDI in and

out are also included for connecting synths, drum machines, and controllers. The interface =
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includes two DAW applications to choose from - both Cakewalk SONAR X3 LE and Abelton Live
Lite 9.

With solid audio specs, iOS compatibility, and an easy-to-read angled design, the US-2x2 is the
perfect choice for desktop and mobile studios.

Pros

Plug in play with Mac OS X and 10S
Also works with Windows.

Bundled software

Cons

Unit is too bulky

Not portable to take it on the road.

No built in battery option for iPad operations.

4. Zoom U-24

Zoom'’s U-24 Handy Audio Interface makes

it easy to record anywhere on your laptop or
iPad at up to 24-bit/96kHz resolution. This

R pocket-sized portable USB recording interface
includes a pair of Zoom’s top-quality preamps
with phantom power on TRS/XLR combo in-
puts, and you can even plug in your guitar and

(o)
00

of

| M /-\,‘ iy record direct. Balanced TRS and unbalanced
| cy il - @g I ‘ RCA outputs accommodate studio monitors
" — R \
e waorr | > | = and DJ systems, and onboard MIDI lets you
/  hook up your keyboard or other MIDI gear.
— O | What's more, the U-24 can run for up to four
™ ' esymdemens " .\ hourson just two AA batteries, so you're good
Ul s sk oY S %\ togo, even if USB bus power isn’t available.
i DERICT -~ - | |
SR A T Few audio interfaces compare to Zoom'’s U-24
- | q b q
MAIN BT 1 PHONES when it comes to sheer portability. With the
N . U-24, USB bus power is only the beginning.
A e . For one thing, it can run on a pair of AA batter-

ies when bus power isn’t available, making it an
excellent audio interface to keep with your iPad
/(Camera Connection Kit required). And since
/' the U-24 is so compact, you can comfortably
N A carry it in your jacket pocket and be ready to
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record whenever and wherever inspiration strikes.

All the connections you need, plus Zoom Capsule input

Despite its diminutive size, the U-24 includes the essential analog I/0O you need. A pair of TRL/
XLR combo jacks serve as your main inputs, accommodating line-level sources and micro-
phones - even supplying phantom power to condenser mics. What’s more, there’s a DI input, so
you can plug in your guitar. Stereo RCA connections accommodate DJ setups, and MIDI 1/O is
great for keyboards and controllers.

Loaded with Zoom’s top-quality preamps and conversion

For years, Zoom has been a leader in the world of portable preamps and digital conversion, with
products such as the H4N, F8, and H6 breaking new ground in affordable mobile recording
quality.

Pros

Very transparent sounding preamps

Built in battery to power the unit for Ipad and iPhone operations.
Has Stereo RCA to accomodate DJ setup.

Midi I/0O

Cons
Unit is little bulky
24bit/ 96 KHz only.

5. Audient ID-4

Audient have revealed a brand new
compact and incredibly affordable
bus-powered audio interface aimed
squarely at singer songwriters and
on-the-go producers. The interface,
dubbed the iD4, carries one Audient
console mic preamp, as used in the
flagship ASP 8024, and a JFET DI
inspired by the input stage of a clas-
sic valve amp.
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In addition, the interface sports
stereo balanced outputs on 1/4-inch
jack and a class-AB headphone
amp with dual outputs: one that
accommodates a 1/4-inch jack and
a second for minijack. The iD4 re-
tains the iD14’s ScrollControl facility
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which converts the volume wheel into a virtual scroll wheel for adjusting plug-in parameters
and automation and also introduces two new functions to the range: Monitor Mix and Moni-
tor Pan. The Monitor Mix feature lets you monitor a blend of both iD4s inputs and your DAW
playback, providing near-zero latency monitoring whilst recording. Meanwhile, the Monitor
Pan feature enables you to pan both the mic pre input and D.l input from left to right, making
it easy to create a balanced headphone mix that’s suitable, for example, for recording artists
who sing and play the guitar simultaneously.

The device itself connects via USB 2, offers 96kHz/24-bit audio recording and is housed in
a sturdy aluminum and solid steel casing. The dynamic range is outstanding as compared to
lot of Audio interfaces in its class so 24bit 96 KHz is not so much of a limitation.

Pros
Outstanding quality ADDA converters
JFET DI for great sounding guitar sound.

Monitor mix feature for near zero latency.
Outstanding Dynamic Range.
Two headphone sockets to accommodate both 1/4 inch jack and a mini jack.

Cons:
Practically no cons at all.

Conclusion:

All the 5 cards had very good quality and very good value for money but | felt the Steinberg
UR 22 with 12k street price offers very good bang for the bucks specially because of the
amazing Yamaha D Pre , 2 combo connectors, ultimate specs of 24 bits and 192 KHz. |
would rate the Audient ID-4 as equally good value for money if you do not require to connect
2 microphones. If you are singer songwriter with a guitar then there is not much you would
need than the Audient |D-4.

For use with Ipad the Roland Duo capture with built in AA Battery and very portable form fac-
tor and Midi ports is very great and is the winner in that category. The Zoom U-24 also has
built in batteries but it is too bulky to carry.

Except for this there are a lot of other B¥IOH RARTIs out there.. we only tested the sound cards
. that was sent to us by the distributors.

Our next shoot out in the article is on MIDI keyboard controllers, Monitor speakers, Micro-
phones and Headphones. This is the end of part 1 of the article. Stay tuned for more in
subsequent issues.

End of Part 1 - to continue ... in the next issue.
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Audio Media is Equipped with a state of the
art digital recording studio featuring Apple
logic Pro X and AVID Pro Tools with Blue
Sky THX approved Surround Mixing setup.
We have a spacious recording areas and have a
wide array of microphones from RODE, Nau-
mann and AKG. Our studio is also equipped
with a Full HD Projector for optimum viewing
of Video.

We are equpipped with a Green Matt Studio with bc
plications. Our shooting floor is also equipped with |
Shooting floor is equipped with Blackmagic Design .
on air graphics.

Want to shoot your next music video:
Cameras and Lenses for Production u
The Cameras that we offer for rent inc

* Canon 5D mark III * Panasonic GH:
Samyung Prime lenses.
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Ame is equipped with a state of the art Online
Video Edit facility and a color grading room
with Davinci Resolve and AVID Artist color
control panel. We are also equipped with a HP
Dreamcolor Reference Monitor and a Panaso-

nic Plasma TV.

th Warm Tungsten lights and Cool Daylight lighting for a variety of shooting ap-
3ronclorPowerpacks and ElinchromStrob lights for professional Photo shoots. Our
ATEM Production 4k switcher. With capability to shoot with up to 6 cameras and

with us, we are equipped with a state of art Green Matt Studio along with lights and a Variety of DSLR
o to 4k.

ludes

1 * Sony A7S * Blackmagic Design Production camera 4k * Full Range of Canon L Series Lenses and

Au!io Me!ia

Old No 54, New No 46, Beemanna 2nd street, Alwarpet, Chen-
nai - 600018.

Telephone: +91 44 24671245 / 24981208 / 9

FAX: +91 44 24660981

E-mail: audiomedia@mac.com

4 Website: www.audiomedia.in
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Must Buy: CME X Key 25

JORDAN RUDASS KEY- b o
BOARDIST FOR DREAM Wy composing sety partale
THEATRE at | can wo .

Must Buy: CME X Key 25 Air

If you are looking at a Professional keyboard that you can carry with you laptop bag then here
is the CME X Key 25 Air, It wafer thin, great velocity sensitivity, Bluetooth MIDI so you can
wirelessly connect with your iPad, iPhone or your Mac. It supports polyphonic after touch, it
has a octave up and down button to switch to the full 8 octave range of a piano, it has pitch
bender and modulation and even has a sustain button.

The Keyboard comes bundled with a iPad and Mac/PC Piano App, it is compatible with Apple
free applications like Garage band on Mac or iPad.

www.museekmag.com
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IK muitimedia I Rig voice

If you like to sing, then this is a product you cannot live without. The Ik multimedia I Voice is a Voice
microphone for your IPhone, IPad or Android Tablet. You can plug it directly into your headphone
socket, download the free Vocal live app from the Apple App Store or the Android Play store and you

are good to go. o
o i | Ak =]
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The Vocal live app, is very advanced but very
simple to use. It has 4 effect slots where you
can enable vocal effects like echo and reverb,
harmonisation effects like choir, You can

get the software to sing the harmony for the
melody you sing though the mic, a great boon
if you are singing live on stage. It also has a
Karaoke feature which allows you to sing to
minus the voice from a mixed track.

— lll-l

We have Singer Song writer MATHANGI JAGADESH
AKA MAJA with us who will demonstrate on how she uses 3
this product for for live gigs. 2



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlOR3hWK-tY
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GARAGE SALE

Roland TD 12 Electronic Drums.
(USED)

Roland GR-55 Guitar Synth EUPHONIX MC Control
(USED) (USED)

All products can be purchased from AUDIO MEDIA INC. Call us @ + 914424981208.
e-mail us at accounts@audiomedia.in
www.museekmag.com
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SHARING PASSION & PERFORMANCE

Creativity First

Advanced Integration Controller

Now Available
YAMAHA MUSIC INDIA PVT. LTD.

P - 401, JMD Megapolis , sector - 48, Sohna Road, Gurgaon, Haryana - 122018, India. Tel : +91-124-4853300,
Email : support_in@inquiry.yamaha.com http://www.yamahaproaudio.com,
http://in.yamaha.com/, http://www.steinberg.net
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