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                                 August Business Meeting
                                            Kettering, OH
                                         August 24th, 2025

President Eric Sauer called the meeting to order at 11:48 PM with approximately 39 people present.  In lieu of the traditional roll call of affiliated societies, Eric urged all attendees add their information to the sign in sheet, file attached.  
Approval of Minutes: The Congress approved the August 25th, 2024 Business Meeting Minutes.
Treasurer’s Report: Jeanne Rhinehart presented the Treasurer’s report:
MAOC Net Worth as of Aug 1st, 2025
PNC Checking 			$5,702.03
5th/3rd CD (112-0508569302) 	$15,173.47
5th/3rd CD (112-0508413615) 	$41,041.64
5th/3rd Checking 			$779.79

July Total: 				$62,696.93
Restricted funds: 			$23,784.89
Treasurer report was unanimously accepted
Membership:  Jeanne Rhinehart reported that as of Aug 1, there are 36 paid member societies.  Several society representatives stated they would pay at the end of the meeting. One noted change – Society membership dues will be capped at $100 for 2026.  This will only affect larger societies.  Society report was unanimously accepted 
Committee Reports: Activity reports were done in advance and a booklet provided.  
An extension for NOPES was approved. All Grant applications were approved.
Committee reports were unanimously approved.
A $1000 donation to Smithsonian North American Orchid Conservation Center was requested.  A short conversation highlighting the services and resources of NAOCC was given by several board members.
Unanimous approval of one-time donation to NAOCC
Budget – Jan Yates reported that on paper Mid-America Orchid Congress is running a slight deficit.  However, many of the listed expenses are covered by endowed funds.
 Budget was unanimously approved

Awards Committee: Awards from Ohio Valley Orchid Fest
6 AOS awards to 5 plants
5 MAOC awards were given (Perpetual display award not given (no displays), Judges opted not to give Henry C. Holmes or The Clifford and Vivian Walters Awards) )
6 MVOS Awards were given
(see separate attachment for photos and awards)

Nominating Committee: 
Russ Vernon presented the slate of officers for the next 2 years.
All recommendations were unanimously approved
Eric Sauer presented Bob Hydzik with his cerimonial hat (separate attachment) 

The 2025 Mid-America Orchid Congress members meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM Aug 25, 2024.

A healthy discussion commenced after adjournment of MAOC business meeting lead by new president Bob about what Mid-America Orchid Congress is and how MAOC can best serve its member societies.

Respectfully submitted: Kris Mason
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