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Yakima County, WA 

 

 

 

Dear Randy Giles, 

 

In compliance with Presidential Executive Order 12898, United States Department of 

Transportation (DOT) Order 5610.2, and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Order 

6640.23, an Environmental Justice (EJ) analysis was conducted for the East-West corridor 

project. The purpose of this EJ analysis is to identify minority and low-income groups in the 

project area, keep these groups informed about project plans and activities, and encourage their 

participation in projects. Based on the EJ Matrix completed for this project (see attached), we 

believe an EJ memo will fulfill the required EJ documentation for this project. 

 

The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce congestion and connect the growing 

neighborhood of Terrace Heights to the City of Yakima (as stated in the Purpose & Need for this 

project, dated March 22, 2022): 

• Provide an alternative Yakima River crossing for east-west travel between the City of 

Yakima and Terrace Heights.  

• Increase mobility, by decreasing travel delay, and relieving traffic congestion at the I-

82/Yakima Avenue Interchange and on Terrace Heights Drive and Yakima Avenue.  

• Construct the local road corridor which would allow for the consideration of construction 

of the recommended alternative for an interchange with I-82 identified in the WSDOT I-

82/Yakima Avenue/Terrace Heights Drive IJR. 

• Provide bicycle and pedestrian facilities including a connection to the Yakima Greenway 

Trail. 

• Serve the existing approved transportation and land use planning along the roadway 

corridor as documented in the Yakima Valley Conference of Governments (YVCOG) 

2020-2045 Metropolitan and Regional Transportation Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

   Widener & Associates                                     T r a ns p o r t a t i o n  &  E n v i ro nm e n ta l  P la n n i n g  

    1902 120th PL. SE. STE 202 Everett, WA 98208                                                Telephone (425)332-3961            



The needs for the project include the following (as stated in the Purpose & Need for this project, 

dated March 22, 2022): 

• Congested Corridor –The current road network cannot support the growth anticipated in 

the area under the current comprehensive plan. The Terrace Heights neighborhood lies 

just to the east of the City of Yakima. The neighborhood, an unincorporated part of 

Yakima County, has grown considerably over the last five decades, with its population 

increasing fivefold in the 30 years between 1970 and 2000, to a 2019 total of 8,507. 

Redevelopment of the Boise Cascade Mill Site consistent with the planned land use in the 

current City of Yakima Comprehensive Plan is also anticipated to increase traffic demand 

within the City of Yakima. 

 

The level of service (LOS) on the Yakima Avenue/Terrace Heights Drive corridor has 

been getting steadily worse and by 2035 it is expected to have multiple turning 

movements operating at LOS E or F. LOS is a letter grade corresponding to the amount 

of congestion a road has when completed to a standard. LOS A is the best or the least 

congested grade. LOS F indicates failure because the demand for a road is more than its 

capacity. 

 

The current LOS along the Yakima Avenue/Terrace Heights Drive corridor has triggered 

Yakima County’s concurrency requirements, which limits new development permits 

along the corridor. In order to relax the restrictions, the County must either increase the 

capacity of the existing corridor or divert sufficient traffic volume onto another route. 

Right-of-way constraints along the existing Yakima Avenue/Terrace Heights Drive route 

prevent widening of the existing roadway. The future LOS at the Yakima Avenue 

interchange is also anticipated to cause back-ups onto the I-82 mainline. 

 

• Emergency Response – The Yakima River poses a natural barrier to travel between 

Yakima and Terrace Heights. Historically, east-west traffic in the project vicinity has had 

only one option to travel between these two locations: the Yakima Avenue/Terrace 

Heights Drive corridor. A new corridor is needed to provide an alternative redundant 

route to Terrace Heights during any future closures of the Terrace Heights Bridge as well 

as an additional route for emergency services. 

 

• Lack of pedestrian and bicycle connectivity – Access to the Greenway Trail is limited as 

it travels between I-82 and the Yakima River. The existing East H Street corridor does 

not include sidewalks or bike lanes and there is no access for pedestrians to the Greenway 

Trail from the surrounding residential neighborhood. 

 

Yakima County is proposing to construct an East-West Corridor in the City of Yakima and 

unincorporated Yakima County, Washington from North 1st Street and East H Street on the west 

side of Interstate 82 (I-82) in the City of Yakima to the eastern terminus on the east side of the 

Roza Canal Wasteway #2 in the community of Terrace Heights. This corridor will connect with 

Yakima County’s Phase 1 of Cascade Mill Parkway (construction has been completed) which 

will continue to Butterfield Road and North Keys Road. The project would include construction 

of three separate streets: 



• East H Street –The existing road would be extended to the east from the current 

terminus at North 7th Street where it would connect to Bravo Company Boulevard as the 

road turns to the south. The existing portion from North 1st Street to North 7th Street 

would be widened. A new signal would be installed at the intersection with North 1st 

Street.  

• Bravo Company Boulevard – An extension of Bravo Company Boulevard connecting 

to East H Street would be constructed which would turn south and connect to the current 

terminus near Fair Avenue. A roundabout intersection with Cascade Mill Parkway would 

be constructed along with one additional roundabout intersection to connect to an existing 

access road to the adjacent properties.  

• Cascade Mill Parkway –Cascade Mill Parkway would connect to Bravo Company 

Boulevard at a roundabout intersection and then continue east beneath I-82 and across the 

Yakima River and Roza Canal Wasteway #2. 

The East-West Corridor project will involve improvements to existing roadways, including 

transforming East H Street from a residential street to a free-flowing arterial between North 1st 

Street and North 7th Street; the building of new connections and roundabouts; non-motorized 

facilities including bike lanes, sidewalks, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) ramps, 

crosswalks, and a shared-use path that will connect to the Yakima Greenway Trail; and 

construction of four bridges: two to carry I-82 over the proposed roadway, one over the Yakima 

River, and one over the Roza Canal Wasteway #2. This project will also involve restoration and 

levee work along the Yakima River floodplain including removal and/or setback of levees and 

floodplain habitat restoration.  

 

The corridor will be constructed in phases with construction of Phase 1 (Butterfield Road to 

Roza Canal Wasteway #2) already completed. Phase 2 (Roza Canal Wasteway #2 bridge to 

North 15th Street and floodplain mitigation work) will begin in the summer of 2023 and 

conclude by the fall of 2024. Phase 3 (Yakima River bridge to westernmost roundabout on Bravo 

Company Boulevard and I-82 work) will begin in 2024 and end in 2027. Phase 4 (Bravo 

Company Boulevard and H Street) will begin in 2027 and end in 2028 (see attached Project 

Phasing Map). 

 

The proposed project is located within Sections 17 and 18 of Township 13 North and Range 19 

East as well as Section 13 of Township 13 North and Range 18 East. The project is located 

within Yakima, WA and the Terrace Heights neighborhood in unincorporated Yakima County. 

Land use surrounding the project varies with industrial, commercial, residential, and vacant land. 

Zoning designations surrounding the project area include general commercial (GC), single 

family (R-1), multi-family (R-3), regional development (RD), suburban residential (SR), and 

light industrial (M-1). 

 

Minority groups were identified in a demographics study that utilized 2010 Census data. The 

project vicinity is represented by Block Groups 1 and 2 of Census Tract 1; Block Groups 1, 2, 

and 3 of Census Tract 2; Block Group 1 of Census Tract 3; Block Groups 1 and 2 of Census 

Tract 6; Block Groups 4 and 5 of Census Tract 15.01; Block Group 1 of Census Tract 16.01; and 

Block Groups 1, 2, and 3 of Census Tract 16.02. Census Tract 16.02, and specifically Block 



Group 3, contains most of the project area from Interstate 82 eastward (see attached Census 

Block & Tract Map). Using the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) EJScreen, 

demographics data within a half mile of the project area was collected. This data is summarized 

in the following table: 

 
Total Population in 0.5-Mile Buffer 7,239 

White 55% 

Black 2% 

American Indian 3% 

Asian 0% 

Pacific Islander 0% 

Some Other Race 34% 

Population Reporting Two or More Races 5% 
  

Total Hispanic Population 64% 
  

People of Color Population 70% 

Household Income Below $15,000 21%* 

Population 5 years and over that speak English “less than very well” 26%* 

*2014-2018 American Community Survey (ACS) Estimates 

 

Data from each Block Group and Census Tract was also compiled from the United States Census 

Bureau. Data from each Block Group and Census Tract that is within the half-mile buffer 

surrounding the project area are summarized in the tables below: 

 

Block Group 1, Census Tract 1  Block Group 2, Census Tract 1 

Total Population  1,061  Total Population  2,034 

White 60.5%  White 54.3% 

Black 1.8%  Black 5.9% 

American Indian/Native Alaskan 2.4%  American Indian/Native Alaskan 8.0% 

Asian 0.3%  Asian 0.5% 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0%  Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0% 

Some Other Race 28.8%  Some Other Race 26.9% 

Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

6.2%  Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

4.3% 

     

Total Hispanic Population 52.4%  Total Hispanic Population 51.4% 

     

Household Income Below $10,000 17.0%*  Household Income Below $10,000 25.7%* 

Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

23.9%*  Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

14.5%* 

*2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates                *2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates 

 

 

 

 



Block Group 1, Census Tract 2  Block Group 2, Census Tract 2 

Total Population  2,827  Total Population  1,362 

White 52.1%  White 46.6% 

Black 2.2%  Black 1.2% 

American Indian/Native Alaskan 4.0%  American Indian/Native Alaskan 3.4% 

Asian 0.7%  Asian 0.4% 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.04%  Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.07% 

Some Other Race 35.4%  Some Other Race 42.1% 

Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

5.6%  Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

6.2% 

     

Total Hispanic Population 67.0%  Total Hispanic Population 77.2% 

     

Household Income Below $10,000 10.8%*  Household Income Below $10,000 5.1%* 

Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

28.3%*  Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

28.9%* 

*2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates                 *2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates 
 

Block Group 3, Census Tract 2  Block Group 1, Census Tract 3 

Total Population  1,364  Total Population  2,327 

White 53.4%  White 69.0% 

Black 1.6%  Black 1.0% 

American Indian/Native Alaskan 3.2%  American Indian/Native Alaskan 2.6% 

Asian 0.7%  Asian 2.3% 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0%  Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0% 

Some Other Race 37.6%  Some Other Race 21.0% 

Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

3.4%  Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

4.1% 

     

Total Hispanic Population 69.6%  Total Hispanic Population 31.7% 

     

Household Income Below $10,000 11.4%*  Household Income Below $10,000 6.9%* 

Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

34.2%*  Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

18.4%* 

*2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates                *2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Block Group 1, Census Tract 6  Block Group 2, Census Tract 6 

Total Population  1,537  Total Population  2,394 

White 48.8%  White 48.5% 

Black 1.8%  Black 1.8% 

American Indian/Native Alaskan 1.8%  American Indian/Native Alaskan 1.5% 

Asian 0.1%  Asian 0.5% 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0%  Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0% 

Some Other Race 43.7%  Some Other Race 43.0% 

Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

3.8%  Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

4.8% 

     

Total Hispanic Population 82.6%  Total Hispanic Population 79.4% 

     

Household Income Below $10,000 2.3%*  Household Income Below $10,000 10.2%* 

Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

43.6%*  Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

30.6%* 

*2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates                *2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates 
 

Block Group 4, Census Tract 15.01  Block Group 5, Census Tract 15.01 

Total Population  1,479  Total Population  1,451 

White 37.8%  White 39.2% 

Black 1.9%  Black 1.7% 

American Indian/Native Alaskan 3.1%  American Indian/Native Alaskan 1.1% 

Asian 0.07%  Asian 0.2% 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.07%  Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0% 

Some Other Race 51.3%  Some Other Race 54.7% 

Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

5.7%  Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

3.1% 

     

Total Hispanic Population 76.5%  Total Hispanic Population 84.8% 

     

Household Income Below $10,000 9.7%*  Household Income Below $10,000 9.2%* 

Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

32.1%*  Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

28.1%* 

*2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates                   *2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates 
  



Block Group 1, Census Tract 16.01  Block Group 1, Census Tract 16.02 

Total Population  902  Total Population  1,189 

White 89.2%  White 82.4% 

Black 0.2%  Black 1.2% 

American Indian/Native Alaskan 0.9%  American Indian/Native Alaskan 1.2% 

Asian 0.3%  Asian 1.3% 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0%  Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.2% 

Some Other Race 6.8%  Some Other Race 9.9% 

Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

2.5%  Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

3.9% 

     

Total Hispanic Population 14.0%  Total Hispanic Population 17.9% 

     

Household Income Below $10,000 9.5%*  Household Income Below $10,000 12.5%* 

Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

7.7%*  Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

1.5%* 

*2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates                 *2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates 
 

Block Group 2, Census Tract 16.02  Block Group 3, Census Tract 16.02 

Total Population  1,006  Total Population  685 

White 78.7%  White 82.5% 

Black 0.8%  Black 1.0% 

American Indian/Native Alaskan 2.5%  American Indian/Native Alaskan 2.3% 

Asian 1.3%  Asian 0.6% 

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.1%  Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.0% 

Some Other Race 13.6%  Some Other Race 9.5% 

Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

3.0%  Population Reporting Two or More 

Races 

4.1% 

     

Total Hispanic Population 21.1%  Total Hispanic Population 17.5% 

     

Household Income Below $10,000 8.6%*  Household Income Below $10,000 0.0%* 

Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

10.6%*  Population 5 years and over that 

speak English “less than very well” 

4.9%* 

*2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates                  *2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates 
 

According to the 2020 ACS 5-Year estimates, over 90% of households which were limited 

English speaking in these block groups spoke Spanish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Local school data for the 2020/2021 school year was also obtained from the State of Washington 

Office of Superintendent (OSPI) of Public Instruction. Public Schools east of Yakima River in 

the Terrace Heights Neighborhood are part of the East Valley School District. The nearest open 

East Valley Public Schools elementary, middle, and high schools to the project area are Terrace 

Heights Elementary School, East Valley Central Middle School, and East Valley High School. 

The three schools are approximately 1.0 mile, 4.3 miles, and 4.2 miles from the project site 

limits, respectively (See attached Public School Map). A demographics summary for the three 

schools can be seen in the following tables: 

 

Terrace Heights Elementary School  East Valley Central Middle School 

Total Student Body 440  Total Student Body 798 

Hispanic/Latino of Any Race 47.3%  Hispanic/Latino of Any Race 52.9% 

Native American/Native Alaskan 1.4%  Native American/Native Alaskan 0.6% 

Asian 0.7%  Asian 0.8% 

Black 0.2%  Black 0.8% 

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander 

0.0%  Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander 

0.1% 

White 45.9%  White 41.9% 

Two or More Races 4.5%  Two or More Races 3.0% 

     

Low Income 60.2%  Low Income 59.8% 

English Language Learners 9.8%  English Language Learners 7.9% 

 

East Valley High School 

Total Student Body 914 

Hispanic/Latino of Any Race 49.2% 

Native American/Native Alaskan 1.3% 

Asian 0.8% 

Black 1.0% 

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 0.0% 

White 45.3% 

Two or More Races 2.4% 

  

Low Income 58.0% 

English Language Learners 8.3% 

 

 

 

 

 



Local school data for the 2020/2021 school year was also obtained for the nearest open 

elementary, middle, and high schools to the project area west of the Yakima River in the City of 

Yakima. These schools are part of the Yakima School District. The closest schools are Barge-

Lincoln Elementary School, Washington Middle School, and Davis High School. The three 

schools are approximately 0.2 miles, 0.9 miles, and 1.1 miles from the project site limits 

respectively. A demographics summary for the three schools can be seen in the following tables: 

 

Barge-Lincoln Elementary School  Washington Middle School 

Total Student Body 577  Total Student Body 873 

Hispanic/Latino of Any Race 90.6%  Hispanic/Latino of Any Race 93.7% 

Native American/Native Alaskan 0.7%  Native American/Native Alaskan 0.8% 

Asian 0.3%  Asian 0.1% 

Black 0.7%  Black 0.1% 

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander 

0.0%  Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander 

0.0% 

White 4.3%  White 4.0% 

Two or More Races 3.3%  Two or More Races 1.3% 

     

Low Income 90.8%  Low Income 91.4% 

English Language Learners 48%  English Language Learners 35.4% 

 

Davis High School 

Total Student Body 2,556 

Hispanic/Latino of Any Race 85.9% 

Native American/Native Alaskan 0.9% 

Asian 0.4% 

Black 0.5% 

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander 0.0% 

White 10.2% 

Two or More Races 2.1% 

  

Low Income 75.9% 

English Language Learners 23.5% 

 

This project will have temporary and permanent impacts to the surrounding area. The project 

will not create new sources of traffic; however, it will result in increased traffic along the 

existing H Street as well as creating new roadway through the Boise Cascade Mill Site which is 

anticipated to be developed in the future. For the duration of the project, the surrounding area 

will experience increased construction noise. The loudest of these will be impact pile driving for 

in-water temporary work platforms. Vibratory pile driving is anticipated to occur for ~83 hours 

over a period of ~56 days and impact pile driving is anticipated to occur for ~160 hours over a 

period of ~54 days. General construction noise is anticipated to last seven years. The project will 

be constructed in phases. All noise disturbances will be limited to the legal working hours for 

construction as stated in the Yakima County and Yakima Municipal Codes. Upon completion, 

traffic noise in the area may increase due to the increased carrying capacity of improved 

roadways as well as the addition of the new corridor. The 2021 noise study for this project 



modeled existing and future noise levels for both a build and no-build option using the worst-

case hourly condition (PM peak hour). A total of 38 receivers representing 16 apartment units, 

63-single family houses, and the Yakima Greenway Trail were modeled. Of the 38 receivers 

modeled, five receivers exceeded just the sound level criteria, 5 exceed just the substantial 

increase, and one exceeded both. All of these receivers represent single-family homes or 

apartment complexes along East H Street except for one single-family residence along East 

Lincoln Avenue and the Yakima Greenway Trail. See the attached Noise Receiver Locations 

Map. For every impacted receiver, noise barrier abatement was analyzed and found not feasible 

for a variety of reasons including not meeting the required noise abatement with proposed walls, 

exceeding cost allowance, and blocking property access. 

 

Property acquisition in the form of full ROW acquisitions, partial ROW acquisitions, temporary 

construction easements (TCEs), utility easements, and permanent easements will be required to 

complete the project. A total of 44 properties will be impacted with at minimum a TCE. A total 

of 16 parcels will require a full ROW acquisition or a permanent easement for the full area. 

Properties that will be full ROW acquisitions are parcels: 19131731004, 19131732404, 

19131732421, 19131731409, 19131731408, 19131731407, 19131723405, 19131732408, 

19131732409, and 19131732420. All but seven of the full acquisition properties are vacant lots 

with no development. Parcel 9131731004 has a single-family residence and will require 

relocation. Parcels 19131723405, 19131732408, 19131732409, 19131732420, 19131732421 and 

19131731407 all have or had single family residences that have been demolished. Relocations 

for these parcels have already occurred as they have been acquired by Yakima County. All 

properties will be acquired at fair market value and tenants will be relocated in accordance with 

the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act (Uniform Act). 

See attached property acquisition tables. 

 

Existing alternative routes will remain open to through traffic for the duration of the project. 

Access will be maintained to the surrounding properties throughout the project. The use of 

existing pedestrian and ADA facilities within the project area will also be maintained for the 

entire duration of the project. There are currently no public transit routes that service the Terrace 

Heights neighborhood. The closest routes to the proposed project are the number 6, which has 

stops on East Lincoln Avenue and North Fair Avenue, and the number 11, which utilizes I-82 

transporting people to and from Ellensburg. Neither route is anticipated to be affected by or 

affect the proposed project. 

 

Public outreach for this project has been ongoing since the project was in the alternative analysis 

phase. Numerous public meetings have been held in the City of Yakima where city, county, and 

design team representatives have discussed proposed alternatives, proposed project facilities, 

project phasing, and other project aspects. The first open house meeting occurred on June 9, 

2010. According to the meeting sign-in sheet, at least 109 people attended the meeting. In this 

meeting, personnel representing the design team, Yakima County, and the City of Yakima 

discussed the four proposed alignments for the East-West Corridor. . No Spanish interpreter was 

provided during this meeting. Attendees of the meeting were asked to leave contact information 

if they wanted to be kept informed of project updates through mailed or emailed notices. Meeting 

attendees were asked to leave questions and/or comments on comment forms for project 

representatives to respond to. These comments mainly pertained to personal preference of 



proposed alignments and concerns of impacts to personal property and the community as a whole 

from the different proposed alignments. A full list of comments and responses from this meeting 

area attached. 

A follow-up open house meeting occurred on November 16, 2010. The subject of this meeting 

was the same as the first open-house meeting. No Spanish interpreter was provided during this 

meeting. According to the sign-in sheet for this meeting, at least 48 people attended. The meeting 

followed a similar format as the first open-house meeting and included attendees leaving more 

questions and comments. As the meeting discussed the same alternatives as the first meeting, the 

majority of the comments addressed the same issues as the first one. The full list of comments 

and responses is included in the same attachment as stated above. 

 

A public comment period occurred following the publishing of the August 2011 Alignment 

Study for the project. Notices were sent out to residents and property owners within the project 

vicinity, as well as people who left their contact information at previous open-house meetings. A 

phone number was provided on the notice to contact for information in Spanish. Comments were 

submitted by October 15, 2011. A follow-up public meeting occurred on October 25, 2011. The 

meeting began with an introduction from a Yakima County representative summarizing the 

alternatives analysis process and was followed with a public comment period where members of 

the public could ask questions or raise comments they had about the project. The majority of 

these comments again pertained to concerns over chosen alternative alignments. Comments and 

responses can be read in the attached meeting notes. An Alignment Alternatives Study 

Supplemental Report for this project was released in June 2012 taking into the comments from 

the comment period as well as the meeting. 

 

With the alignment chosen, public meetings resumed in 2019 to discuss the proposed project 

phasing and the environmental review process. An open house meeting occurred on April 17, 

2019. Property owners in the project vicinity were mailed notification of the meeting in both 

Spanish and English. A Spanish language interpreter was present at the open house to answer 

questions regarding the project. According to the meeting signup sheet at least 106 people 

attended the meeting. The meeting followed a similar format to previous open-house meetings 

with project representatives discussing the project followed by members of the public leaving 

questions and/or comments on comment forms. The majority of the comments pertained to 

concerns with the bicycle facilities and concerns with how this project will impact the 

surrounding neighborhoods on both sides of the river. A full list of comments is attached. 

 

With the Covid-19 pandemic, in-person public meetings have not been feasible. However, there 

are still opportunities for the public to comment on the project using the project website 

(https://cityofyakima-terraceheights.org/). The project website offers project descriptions for this 

project and related ones, public documents, and maps. While access to Spanish-language 

information is not currently provided on the website, this will be added prior to the website being 

used to announce future public meetings.  

 

The local population will benefit from this project upon its completion by easing congestion for 

river crossing traffic, improving emergency response times, and greatly improving pedestrian 

and bicycle access to either side of the river. According to traffic models of Terrace Heights 

commuters, the largest observed increase in travel destinations between 2009 and the study year 

https://cityofyakima-terraceheights.org/


of 2035 were to the northeastern part of Yakima. These commuters would therefore benefit from 

the alternate route provided by the H Street extension and East-West Corridor. This area and 

immediately adjacent locations such as the extent along the railroad corridor, and the North 6th 

Avenue corridor is largely comprised of industrial facilities such as fruit packing plants, a Coca-

Cola plant, construction / developer related industry, and warehouses. 2010 census data show 

that a majority of the work force originates in the Terrace Heights neighborhood. It is assumed 

that they may work in the industrial areas mentioned. Overall, the corridor’s connection between 

North 1st Street and the Terrace Heights community would benefit the local economy, grant 

additional pedestrian and public transit access, and provide travelers (including emergency 

response vehicles and the transportation of goods) with an alternative and more convenient route, 

reducing congestion and delay. 

 

The proposal for this project was selected to limit environmental impacts and impacts to the 

people of Yakima and Terrace Heights while improving the mobility and congestion in the area. 

Despite these best efforts, impacts are anticipated to affect residents living in the vicinity of the 

project. As stated previously 12 full ROW acquisitions will be necessary for this project leading 

to 5 relocations (3 of which have already been acquired). Traffic noise on East H Street will 

increase due to the conversion of East H Street between North 1st Street and North 7th Street from 

a residential street to an arterial. This noise increase will impact people who live on East H 

Street. Currently East H Street has no sidewalks or marked bicycle facilities, so improvements 

will be made for non-motorized users who utilize East H Street. Continued communication with 

the public regarding this project will be done in accordance with Yakima County’s Title VI Plan. 

Should you have any questions about this assessment or require additional information, please 

contact Ross Widener at (425) 332-3961 or ross@widener-enviro.com.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Ross Widener 

Widener & Associates 
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Table 1. Property acquisitions for Phase 4 of the project 

Parcel Site Address Lot Size 

(SF) 
Acquisition 

Area (SF) 
TCE Area 

(SF) 
Utility Easement 

Area (SF) 
19131841001 E St/8th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

1,640,470 371,746 178,605 55,858 

19131842001 611 N 8th St 

Yakima, WA 98901 

517,493 47,590 43,664 8,940 

19131824001 E I St 

Yakima, WA 98901 

50,529 4,177 7,373 1,475 

19131831539 Unassigned Address 

Yakima, WA 98901 

165,528 93 4,195 376 

19131821003 N 4th St 

Yakima, WA 98901 

3,288,780 77,796 70,201 14,567 

19131812001 7th St N/H St E 

Yakima, WA 98901 

2,445,023 203,121 92,404 17,001 

N/A N/A N/A 0 13,138 10,045 

 
Table 2. Property acquisitions for Phases 2 and 3 of the project 

Parcel Site Address Lot Size 

(Acres) 

Acquisition 

Area (Acres) 

TCE Area 

(SF) 

Permanent 

Easement Area (SF) 

19131841002 E St/8th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

7.64 1.96 0 0 

19131811002 7th St N/H St E 

Yakima, WA 98901 

45.85 0.01 0 0 

19131731009 Hartford/15th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

5.76 0 0 52,900 

19131723005 I St E/15th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

5.58 0 0 7,550 

19131732404 1406 Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.21 0.21 0 0 

19131732421 1406 Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.41 0.41 10,291 0 

19131732408 716 N 15th St 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.19 0.19 0 0 

19131732409 716 N 15th St 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.22 0.22 0 0 

19131732420 1412 Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.41 0.41 0 0 

19131731008 1510 Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

5.04 0.89 9,562 0 

19131731409 Hartford/16th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0.20 0 0 

19131731408 Hartford/16th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0.20 0 0 

19131731407 1606 Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.39 0.39 0 0 

19131731405 Hartford/16th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0.03 0 0 

19131731410 H St E/16th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0 0 3,448 

19131731411 H St E/16th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0 0 5,178 

      



Parcel Site Address Lot Size 

(Acres) 

Acquisition 

Area (Acres) 

TCE Area 

(SF) 

Permanent 

Easement Area (SF) 
19131731412 H St E/16th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0 0 6,904 

19131731413 H St E/16th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0 0 8,363 

19131731414 H St E/16th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0 0 8,543 

19131731415 H St E/18th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0 0 8,543 

19131731416 H St E/18th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0 0 8,543 

19131731417 H St E/18th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0 0 8,543 

19131731418 H St E/18th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0 0 8,543 

19131731419 H St E/18th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.20 0 0 8,543 

19131731420 G St E/16th St N 

Yakima, WA 98901 

3.92 0 0 19,756 

19131731013 1804 Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

2.43 0.20 0 0 

19131731012 18th St N/Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

12.01 0 0 49,181 

19131731011 18th St N/Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

2.40 1.52 0 0 

19131731004 713 Horgan St 

Yakima, WA 98901 

1.11 1.11 0 0 

19131742017 Unassigned Address 

Yakima, WA 98901 

4.05 0.03 0 0 

N/A N/A N/A 1.23 10,291 0 

19131742009 S Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

1.17 0.31 0 0 

19131723405 1411 Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

1.69 1.69 0 0 

19131723012 1507 Hartford Rd 

Yakima, WA 98901 

1.56 0.16 3,732 0 

19131723404 810 N 15th St 

Yakima, WA 98901 

2.86 0.05 3,607 0 

19131723004 827 N 15th St 

Yakima, WA 98901 

6.79 1.89 0 0 

19131723007 826 N 15th St 

Yakima, WA 98901 

0.51 0.01 0 0 

 

 

 


































































































































































































































































































