
Lessons in Life -- Lesson 17 – God Brings the Gospel to Eden: Part 2

Introduction: Re-read Genesis 3:1-15. In this lesson on Genesis 3:16 we will look at the curse
God places on the woman.

Read this passage at least five times then answer the questions as best you can:

16 To the woman He said:
"I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;
In pain you shall bring forth children;
Your desire shall be for your husband,
And he shall rule over you." (Gen. 3:16 NKJ)

These four lines are Hebrew poetry. We should think about them as couplets. A couplet is made
of two lines. So we have two couplets. What does the first couplet (first two lines) of this curse
tell us about the relationships that the woman will have in her home?

The second couplet (lines 3 and 4) can be confusing. Sometimes both lines of a couplet will say
the same thing using different words. Other times one line will say the opposite of the first line.
We call this a contrasting couplet. The second couplet is a contrasting couplet. Let’s begin with
the second line of the couplet. How is “and he shall rule over you” a curse? What does this imply
about the relationship between a husband and wife? How does living with someone or having
sex with someone outside of marriage make this curse even worse?

What is the meaning of “your desire will be for your husband?” What will the woman seek to do
in her relationship with her husband? How is this desire a curse?

In this curse God is telling us about the relationships between men and women in a fallen, cursed
world. This verse explains the sins between men and women because of the fall into sin. Does
this give men the right to mistreat women? Does this give women the right to mistreat men?
Read Ephesians 5:22-33. In light of the coming of Christ, how are Christian men and women to
treat each other?

Think and pray about these questions: How have you abused women? How have women abused
you? You do not need to write this out here. Take these thoughts and pray about them. Ask God
to change you. Ask God to give you forgiveness. Read James 5:16. Consider writing a letter to
someone and confess your sins against that person to that person. Remember that all of the
Christian life is one of repentance. Ask God to continually show you your sins in this area and
help you to repent of them.
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