
Lessons in Life -- Lesson 21 –Application

Introduction: In these last few lessons, we will look at how to apply what we have learned from
studying Genesis 1-3. In this lesson we will look at how the original sin, the lust to be God,
works itself out in our lives through our strategies to be God.

Read this passage at least five times, then answer the questions as best you can:

5 "For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil."
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes,
and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her
husband with her, and he ate. (Gen. 3:5-6 NKJ)

13 "For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living
waters, And hewn themselves cisterns-- broken cisterns that can hold no water. (Jer. 2:13 NKJ)

What does Satan promise Eve (3:5)?  How did Eve respond (3:6)?

We describe this as “the lust to be God.”  Where do you find “lust” in these verses?

The lust to be God is the root sin in every person in every sin.  Can you give an example of a sin
common in our culture that is driven by “the lust to be God”?

Look carefully at Jeremiah 2:13.  Jeremiah lived about 600 B.C. or about 3,500 years after
Genesis 3.  Jeremiah tells us what God thinks of His people in Jeremiah’s day.  What parallels do
you see between Genesis 3 and Jeremiah 2:13?

A cistern was a container carved into rock designed to catch rain water. Channels were also
carved into the rock to direct the rain water into the cistern ,where it would be stored until
needed. The climate was very dry, raining very little, so it was important to catch every drop of
rain. A broken cistern is a cistern with a crack in it so that the water channeled into it
immediately leaked out through the crack.

God uses the picture of a broken cistern to describe the people’s idolatry.  What is an idol?
What does this tell us about any idol?

What do idols promise?  What do idols deliver?

John Calvin described our hearts as “idol factories.” How does our “lust to be God” relate to our
idols?


