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March 18, 2004

Steven J. Esdale
1363 Springside Drive
Weston, Florida 33326

Mr. Esdale,

Please find enclosed a copy of my final report regarding the death of your father, Murray Cohen. )
As indicated in the report, after reviewing the medical records from Dr. McHugh’s office, it is

my opinion that the death was natural and due to heart disease. Thus, I do not believe an

exhumation of your father’s body would yield any useful new information pertinent to the cause

or manner of his death. I understand that you are requesting a court order to have the body

exhumed. I want to assure you that we will cooperate in every way with the court in this regard,

and will act upon any court order as required.

Sincerely,

E/U M s, Ja,./

Russell S. Vega, MD
Chief Medical Examiner
District Twelve of Florida
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The surest way to determine Cohen's cause of death would have been an
autopsy. Maria wouldn't consent to Esdale's request for one, and the former
medical examiner chose not to overrule her decision.

"Looking back, I wish that an autopsy had been performed,” Vega said. "It
could have eliminated some of the questions in this case, even though I'm
really certain many of those questions have been adsquately answered."

Esdale blames Vega for helping the Sheriffs Office conceal his father's
murder. He cites records that show the medical examiner's office drew 20
milliters of his
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