FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

Thie Inveetigaiive Report is in regard to Steven Esdale’s raquest for én investigation into certain
allegations, per his istter of August 26, 20085, surrounding the death Eof his fathér.

Mr. Eacale siisged that his father, Murray Cohen, was murdersd in 2003 by his father's new
wie. He further cisimad that they were heard arguing in the background of the 911 call made to
the Sarascte County Sharitfe Office (S80). Mr. Esdale alleged that a forensic audic analyst,
Paul Ginsbarg (Professionsl Audio Laboratorias) was able to hear the arguing, inciuding
spacific statements such as “You went me deasd® :

On September 15, 2005, Special Agent Supervisor (SAS) Andrew Rose met with the 880
Detective assigned to the case, Chris Hallisey, who stated that Samaota Sheriif's Office, State
Attorney's Office and Medical Examiner's Office were committed to reviewing any new leads in
the cage. Det. Haligey sald that Mr. Esdale has claimed that nis futher can be heard on the
911 call. Furthermore, he said that the Fuderal Buresu of investigation has enhanced the tepe
and reported that thare were “low level voices of unknown origin” which were "corgistent with
croes takk from adjacent channe!” 83 weil 23 other voices beng caused by the sound from a
radio or TV broadcast at the 911 statior (Communicaticns Cantar) ar in the backgroung at the
caliers end.” Del. Halhsey roported that the 911 operators wore headasta with boom
microphonss, which could have recorded background vaices in the communications canter.

There have baen thrae (3) independent snhancamants of the 811 recording (GaideCom Inc.
completed for Staven Esdale, Federal Bureau of Investigation for the §50, and Professional
Audio Luboratories for the Sarssota Hersld-Tribune). SAS Rose reviewed the
documents/reports relating to the enhancements and found inconsistencies with Mr. Esdale s
cialms and what was actually contained in the reports. According to Mr. Esdale’s letter Paul
Ginsberg (Profassional Audio Laboratories) was able to hear Mr. and Mre. Cohen arguing on
the 811 call. Furthermore, Mr. Esdale ciaimed that Mr. Ginsberg was able 10 hear Mre. Cohen
erdenng Mr. Cohen to "Lie on the floor’ and "Giva it up” as wall as Mr. Cohen saying “You want
me dead’. Mr. Esdsle also claimed that Mr. Ginsberg confirmed that the conversations
foriginate fram the callera side of the call and were not atiributable to & radio or television
TAUBNCY. .

in an undated lstter to Matt Doig (Sarasata Hermid-Tribune reporter), Mr. Ginsberg wrote that
he did hear a female saying, “Give up’, howsver, he did not hear a male saying *You want me
dead”. he did not mantion the “Lia on the floor’ statement. Additionally, the letter did not
addreus the msue of the conversations originating from the calier's side of the call.
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Also on September 15, 2005, SAS Rose listened o the “original” cassette recording of the 811
call (SSO evidence exhibit #1) and was unable to hear the statements which Esdale allegad. It
should be noted that portions of the tape were of poor quality, :

On September 211, 2005, SAS Rose caled Paul Ginsbeng (Profassional Audic Laborstories)
and roquestad any reports he might have conceming the Cohen case. Mr. Ginsberg wae quite
helpful, however, he said ha did not prepare any repors, as this was an “informal review of the
- tape provided”. He said there appeared to be some discrepancy as to which copy of the tape
he reviewed (several generations of copies made from the first one) and said he offered to
assist ths 350 with attempting to retrieve the original digital recording from the 911 system, but
ha sald he received a letter from Mr. Cohen's widow requesting that he not get involved.

On November 16, 2005, SAS Rose receivad a copy of a Fox 13 news clip trom the FDLE Public
Information Office. The news clip featured the Cohan case and the allegations that Mr. Cohen
had taken the drug Corazol. :

On November 22, 2005, SAS Rose interviewed former S50 Communication Operator Anne
Bamett. Mrs. Barrett confirmed that she was the 911 call taker for the Cohen case. Mrs.
Barrett sald she was able to fisten to a copy of the call that morning and remembered laking it.

In a taped, sworn statement, Mrs. Barrett said that although mufiied, she believed that the
background voice on the tape originated from the communications center and picked-up on her
microphone. Mre. Barrett said Mr. Esdale hag contacted her on the telephone and by mail (at
horma) pleading for her to tell the truth.

SAS Ross spoke with Sarasota Public Safety Communications Manager Ann Pingel. 8he
showed SAS Rose a Compag Proliant hard drive tower that was locked in an office. She said
Dictaphone serviced the system, however they went to a new system soveral months earier but
saved the hard drive because of Mr. Esdale’s allegations. Ms. Pingel said the system was set

1o write over old data every 615t day and the old data was “erased”.

Also on November 22, 2005. SAS Rose spoke with Dr. Vega of the Medical Examiner's Office
in Seresota. Dr. Vega said he was not the original Medical Examiner astigned to the case but
was now, He stated that he had Mr. Cohen's vitreous fluid tested for Corazol. The test was
negative, howavar, he said that other factors coutd have affected it as Corazol was a relatively
uncommon substance and there were no known studies dealing with it.

On November 29, 2005, SAS Rose received a copy of a letter, from Earl Simmons-District
Service Manager Dictaphone Corp., to Circult Judge Deno Economou dated January 14, 2005,
Mr. Simmons wrote that the Sarasota County 811 call was recorded on a Dictaphone Freedom
logger and might have been archivad to DVD, The letter was faxed to SAS Rose from SSO
Genearal Caunsel Kurt Hoffman.

Also on November 29, 2005, SAS Rose spoke with Mr. Esdale on the telephone. Mr. Esdale
wanted SAS Rese to intsrview Anne Barrstt a¢ she would “know better than the hard drive”
about the 911 call as she heard it. Mr. Esdale stated that a “911 specialist”, Bill Tidweli, might
have information about the call as it was archived to DVD. ‘

On November 30, 2005, 8A8 Rose spoke with Earl Simmons on the telephone, Mr. Simmons
explained that the system would write over itself whenever the hard drive wouid get full. He
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said that there was “technically no way to recover the data™ even if the hard drivea was made
available. He furthar stated that he spoke with Paul Ginsberg about recovering the data and
Ginsberg agreed it would ba impossible to recover. Mr. Simmons did say that if the data had
been backed-up an DVD or DAT (digital audio tape), then it would be posaible to retriave it

On December 1, 2005, SAS Rose spoke with Bill Tidwell on the telephons. Tidwall was the
former Dictaphone Certified Systems Network Engineer who serviced the SS0O. Mr. Tdwell
said the syatem was ariginally set to write over iteelf every 90-120 days, however, it was later
set for 61 days as it was learned that it was required to only keep the racordings for 60 days.
Ha said that the calls were archived to OVD for a periad of time but stopped sometime before
Mr. Cohen's death. Mr. Tidwell said that in his opinion, the call was 'more than fikely not

racoverable”.

 8AS Rose then spoke to Ann Pingel again. She =ald that tha 811 calls had not been archived
to DVD since they had reel to real tapes over nine (9 ) years ago.|

SAS Rose then spdke lo Art Jeffrey, Regional Service Manager for NICE Systems — NICE
acquired a portion of Dictaphone. Mr. Jeffrey stated thet “unless the call was archived, it is
gone” ard it was unable 10 ba retrieved.

On December 2, 2005, SAS Rass spoke with Dr. Vega again. Dr. Vega said that the Medical
Examiner's Office had not tested Mr. Cohen's hair sample for Corazol and he had not ruted out
that they would do it in the future.

Basad upon reviews of the 911 tape and related documents as weil as interviews congucted,
8AS Rose could not develop any evidence that would substantiate Mr. Esdale's claims.
Therefore, it is recommendad that this matter be closed and any further leads referred to the
Sarasota County Sheriff's Office. ‘ i

Related tems: ; | -
Esdale letter (8/28/06); Ginsberyg lefter: QaideCom report, FBI report
Fox 13 VHS tape - ‘

Anne Barrett compact discranscript ’

880 General Counsel documents

Misc. Esdale faxes
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On January 3, 2006, SAS Rose called 88O Det. Chris Hallisey and informed him of the case
findings. Det. Hallisey reiterated that the SSO would look into additional leads from Mr. Esdale
via the 88O General Counse! (Kurt Hoffman). Det. Hallisey further stated that the SSO would
support the tesling of Mr. Cohen's hair sample for Corazol, however, the sample was in the
custody of Medical Examiner's Office,

Case Closed.
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