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Management challenges
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Suppression Plan Project

Two goals: 
1) Determining a suppression strategy to maximize effective suppression and reduce 

impacts on sockeye salmon and pygmy sculpin populations. 
2) Understanding which suppression options will result in the lowest opposition from 

anglers and community members.



Suppression Plan Project

1) Suppression activities
• Nest destruction (2023 & 2024)

• Boat electrofishing (2023 & 2024)

• Fishing regulations (NA)

2) Monitoring activities
• Spring marking (2023 only)

• Acoustic telemetry  (2023 only)

• Fishery monitoring (2023 & 2024)
(creel surveys)



2024 Field Season Results



Nest Surveys

118 nests destroyed (compared to 108 in 2023); 802 fry removed



Nest Surveys
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Nest Survey Results
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2024 Nest Survey Results
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ROV Surveys



2024 Boat electrofishing results

1653 bass and 60 sunfish captured in 2024

Compared to 982 bass captured in 2023, with 903 PIT tags and 25 acoustic tags



2024 Sweltzer Creek Survey



2024 Sweltzer Creek Survey



2024 Creel Surveys

2024: 34 Creel surveys, 106 angling groups
2023: 49 Creel surveys, 63 angling groups
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Angler awareness that SMB are invasive
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Questions?

www.gov.bc.ca/invasive-species

Amalis.RieraVuibert@gov.bc.ca 

Cultus Lake SMB Suppression Working Group
Brett Van Poorten (SFU)

Dan Selbie (DFO)
Lucas Pon (DFO)

Dan Doutaz (DFO)
Mike Lawrence (WLRS)

Martina Beck (WLRS)
Nicole Kaminski (WLRS)
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