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: 9567~ uja: 11:00 onwards
Sl : S35 Puja: 11:00 d
AT Wi SIBT-595T Floral offering: 12.00 - 13.00
oo Roael - SOBT - 85T w0 Lunch (Prasad offering): 13.00 - 14.30

Cultural Program: 14.30 — 17.00

e - 85T o - 95T
FoF S ©-% Aarati: 17.00 — 18.00

SRS : D951 - SbBI

Cultural Program Attractions:

® Screen Queens of Bengal
® Bengali Drama enacted by IBCA) members =g
® Raffle Draw L

Financial statement of IBCAJ Durga Puja 2024

Income Amt ( JPY) Expenditure Amt ( JPY)

Subscriptions from guests and members 976,000|Puja hall rent and other related expenses 80,675
Sponsorship income 386,525 Expenses for food and refreshments 540,708
Collection at donation box 51,000| Transportation 44,488
Cultural program related expenses 39,180

Magazine printing 173,116

Media and publicity 5,000

Misclleneous expenses 94,643

Surplus 435,715

Total 1,413,525 1,413,525
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Embassy of India
Z-2-11 Kudan Minsmi, Chivoda-ku
Tokyn 1020074

W & TaTge
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA

MESSAGE

On the auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, | extend my warmest
greetings to all members of the Indian community in Japan, friends of India, and
well-wishers.

Durga Puja is not only a celebration of the victory of good over evil, but
also a festival that brings people together in devotion, culture, and shared joy. It
is a time to honor the divine feminine power, Shakti, which inspires us to
overcome challenges with courage, compassion, and resilience.

| commend the Indian Cultural Association for its efforts in organizing this
celebration and for keeping our rich traditions alive here in Japan. Festivals
such as these strengthen the bands within our community and also serve as a
bridge of friendship with our Japanese friends, who deeply appreciate India’s
cultural heritage.

| also extend my wishes to India (Bengal) Cultural Association Japan for
bringing out its Annual Magazine Agomeni, which provides a wonderful
platform to the community for literary expression.

As we celebrate with devotion, music, dance, and joy, let us also reflect
on the values of harmony, unity, and respect that this festival embodies. May
Goddess Durga bless us all with peace, prosperity, and happiness.

May this festival bring joy, prosperity, and peace lo everyone,

Wishing you all a very Happy Durga Puja!

Tokyo
8 September 2025

Talaphana: +B1-5-3205-0036; Fax. «B1-3-3262-2301; £-mnil smb oo mes ooy, in; ambofice. plsodmea omLmn
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From the President s Desk

JAPAN

Another year has just passed by, and once again it is the time to celebrate the Bengalis’ biggest festival —
Durga Puja. We are truly proud to have continued this celebration for 14 consecutive years in one of the
busiest cities in the world. This has been possible only because of the collective strength of our members,
their cooperation, and their absolute dedication toward IBCAJ.

This year marks our fourteenth Durga Puja and the thirteenth edition of Agomoni, which began its journey
in 2013. Each year has added a new chapter to our shared history, and today IBCAJ stands as a thriving
organization of more than 40 families, grown from the humble beginning of just 15 families. This growth
has been possible because we always worked together without discrimination, without show of position or
title, but with mutual respect and as companions in one family. That spirit of unity is the very essence of
IBCAJ, and we must uphold it for the future.

In recent times, the number of Durga Pujas in Tokyo and nearby areas has grown significantly. While at first
it might seem to reflect division or competition, in reality it strengthens our common purpose. The more
celebrations are organized, the more opportunities arise to spread Bengali culture and values in Japan. For
IBCAJ, our mission has always been unique — not only to celebrate Bengali traditions but also to share our
literature and culture with the Japanese community, while simultaneously helping newly arrived Bengalis
and other Indians to integrate and thrive here.

I sincerely thank our magazine team, cultural team, and social media team for their tireless efforts over the
last several months. Your dedication has helped us reach both Indian and Japanese communities across the
country. My heartfelt gratitude also goes to The Embassy of India in Japan for their constant support and
encouragement, and to our sponsors for standing firmly with us on this journey.

On this auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, let us forget our pains, sorrows, pride, and arrogance, and come
together to strengthen our bond of unity and integrity. Let us pray to Ma Durga to bless us all with good
health, peace, and prosperity in the days ahead.

HAPPY DURGA PUIJA to all of you.

With love and gratitude,
Swapan Biswas

President, IBCAJ

Date: 28th September, 2025,
Tokyo, Japan
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0 When Ma Durga Visited Tokyo
Kundan das, University of Delhi

The autumn wind had already turned Tokyo golden. Leaves rustled like whispers, and the cool air brought
with it a strange emptiness to little Ananya’s heart. Back in Kolkata, this time meant dhaaker taal,
shankha’s call, and laughter floating from para pandals. But here in Tokyo, all was silent. The trains ran on
time. The vending machines hummed. And the sky was grey.

Ananya sat by the window, her nose pressed to the glass, eyes fixed on the maple tree outside that looked
nothing like the shiuli flowers she missed.

"Maa, why doesn’t Durga Puja come here?" she asked her mother
one night. Her mother smiled weakly, tucking her in. "Ma Durga
is everywhere, sweetie. You just have to feel her."

But Ananya wanted more than feeling. She wanted to see.

That night, she dreamt something magical. A gentle golden light
filled her room. She opened her eyes and gasped — standing by
the window was a tall, graceful woman. She had ten arms, each
holding something wondrous — a lotus, a sword, a bell, and... a
folding fan? She wore a silk kimono patterned with lotus motifs,
and her hair was pinned with a kanzashi comb. By her side,
instead of a lion, stood a regal-looking creature — a white tiger
with glowing eyes, wearing a samurai helmet.

"Are you... Ma Durga?" Ananya whispered.

The woman smiled. "Yes, child. Did you think I only stay in
Bengal?”

Ananya’s heart raced. “But you look... Japanese!”

Photography: Moumita Mukherjee

“I appear as my children imagine me,” Ma said, her voice like a lullaby. “Here in Tokyo, I wear what
brings comfort to your heart.”

She stretched out her hand. “Come, I want to show you something.”

In a blink, Ananya found herself flying over the Tokyo skyline — over Shibuya crossing lit up like Diwali,
over Asakusa where temple bells echoed, over Odaiba where the sea sparkled under moonlight.

Then they landed in a quiet street. There, in a small community hall, stood a makeshift Durga idol. Some
people were singing, some drawing alpona on the floor. A boy played dhaak on a bucket. A Japanese lady
was trying on a red-bordered saree.
Ananya’s eyes sparkled. “This... this is Puja!”

Ma Durga nodded. “Puja is not in the place. It is in the people. In devotion. In love. In memory.”

Tears welled in Ananya’s eyes. “Will you stay for Bijoya Dashami?”

Ma laughed. “I’m always here, even when you don’t see me.”

And just like that, she faded into the soft mist of Tokyo dawn.

The next morning, Ananya woke up smiling. She pulled her parents into the kitchen.

"Let’s celebrate Puja here! We can make an idol out of clay! I’ll draw alpona! We can video call Dida and
chant together!"

Her father blinked, surprised. “What made you change your mind?”

Ananya just looked out the window, where the maple tree now seemed to bloom with invisible shiuli.
“Because Ma Durga came to Tokyo last night.”
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In Bengal’s ancient social, literary, and religious .

culture, the owl has held a significant role. . [__ Rt ",
Kaliprasanna Singha’s 1862 book "Hutom Pyanchar Naksha" (Sketches by Hutom the Owl) still holds a
place of high regard in Bengali literature.

In Nutan Gram of Purba Bardhaman, colorful wooden owl pairs of various sizes have, for centuries, been
kept in Bengali homes as auspicious symbols.

The owl is also worshipped as the mount of Goddess Lakshmi, the deity of wealth and prosperity.

For decades, the owl has been a prominent and popular artistic figure in Bangladesh's Mangal Shobhajatra
(auspicious procession).

Being a nocturnal creature, the owl cannot see well during the day. In urban areas, they once favored the
large ventilated attics of old houses. But with the pressure of urbanization and the loss of such buildings,
their existence is now endangered.

Today, owls are rarely seen in cities or towns. Both the living owl and the traditional colorful wooden owl
crafts are now threatened.

That is why I have been painting various depictions of owls for a long time — to raise awareness.

This is my humble attempt, within my limited means, to contribute toward preserving their existence.
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0 The Last Stand: A Tale from Kargil
Sudipto Saha

The Breaking Point

"'Sir, reinforcements are delayed. Artillery support is available, but we need to hold our position" said
Sepoy Ramesh, his voice hoarse, eyes bloodshot from hours of continuous fighting. Captain Arjun Rathod
looked out across the bloodied slope of Point 4500, the strategic peak that now stood witness to the
courage and carnage of his men. The enemy had launched another wave of counterattack, pushing his
dwindling forces to the brink.

"How many left?" Arjun asked quietly.

"Just five of us, Sir" came the grim reply.

Arjun’s jaw clenched. The wind howled through the ridges, as if mourning the dead. The snow beneath his
boots was stained red, and the acrid stench of gunpowder and smoke clung to every breath.

The Warrior’s Legacy

Born in the sun-drenched deserts of Rajasthan, Captain Arjun Singh Rathod came from a lineage etched in
courage and sacrifice. The Rathods, one of the most valiant clans of the Rajputana, trace their roots to the
Suryavanshi lineage. For centuries, they had defended the forts of Marwar and Mewar, laying down their
lives for Maharajas and Ranas, and later, for independent India. His grandfather, Major Veer Singh Rathod,
had embraced martyrdom during the 1971 Indo-Pak war at Longewala, holding the post till his last breath.
Years later, his father, Colonel Pratap Singh Rathod, laid down his life during an intense combat operation
in the icy wilderness of Siachen in 1985. Arjun was just fifteen when the black ambassador car rolled into
their courtyard. As the army officers stepped out, somber and silent, his mother, Sunita, broke down,
clutching young Arjun tightly in her arms.

From his earliest years, Arjun had been fascinated by the stories of Rajput bravery. His father often spoke
of Veer Durgadas Rathod—the legendary warrior who defied the might of the Mughals to preserve the
honor of Marwar. “Beta ji, Rajput kabhi apni peeth nahi dikhate. Hum maut se aankh mila ke baat karte
hain” (Son, Rajputs never show their back, they stare straight in the eyes of death) he would say. These
words shaped Arjun’s very being.

When he announced his decision to join the Indian Army, Sunita’s heart broke afresh. “Why, beta? Haven t
we given enough?”

Arjun held her hands firmly. “Maa, our blood has always defended this land. If not me, who else will carry
his legacy?”

Her eyes welled with tears, but she saw in her son the same fire that had once burned in her husband’s
eyes.

Placing a tilak on his forehead, she whispered, “Then go, bacchha, fight with honor. Let Maa Bhawani be
with you, and come back a legend”.

Rising Through the Ranks

Commissioned into the 2nd Battalion, Rajputana Rifles, Arjun excelled. Known for his composure under
pressure and indomitable spirit, he was quickly entrusted with critical missions. During “Operations
Rhino” in 1991, he rescued 11 ambushed soldiers, in Assam earning a Sena Medal for gallantry. Colonel
Gogoi, one of the high ranked official in the mission, said: "He is not just a fighter—he's the flame that
burns brightest in the darkest hour."

< 9
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Now, that hour had returned. It was Kargil, 1999—and the war had turned desperate. Under the cover of
winter snow, Pakistani troops and militants, disguised as insurgents, had infiltrated deep into Indian
territory along the high-altitude stretches of the Himalayas. They occupied key mountain posts in Kargil
and adjacent areas near Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), taking advantage of the seasonal troop
withdrawals by India. As per long-standing practice under the Simla Agreement, many forward posts were
vacated during the harshest months to protect soldiers from the sub-zero extremes. The enemy had fortified
themselves in well-concealed bunkers dug into the rocky terrain, often positioned on reverse slopes and
naturally protected escarpments. These locations offered superior tactical advantage—steep inclines,
obstructed sightlines, and rugged contours made it nearly impossible to detect or directly target them.
India’s aerial fleet, including helicopters and attack choppers, was largely ineffective at such altitudes. The
thin air compromised lift capabilities, while the exposed airspace left aircraft vulnerable to enemy fire.
Moreover, the proximity to the Line of Control (LoC) posed the constant danger of accidental violation,
potentially triggering wider geopolitical consequences. Given these limitations, sending in infantry was the
only viable option. The task was daunting: a vertical war fought on icy slopes against entrenched enemies.
Among those entrusted with these near-impossible missions was Captain Arjun Singh Rathod. He was
assigned to lead his men in the mission to recapture Point 4500—a towering peak overlooking the
Srinagar-Leh highway, India’s arterial lifeline to Ladakh. Holding this point was not just a tactical
necessity—it was a matter of national survival.

For Arjun, this was not merely a battle. It was a calling.

The Mountain of Death

July 4, 1999 - The ridge loomed above like a predator, jagged and cold. Arjun and his team of 30 began
their ascent. Each step upward was a gamble. The enemy, entrenched and armed with heavy machine guns,
awaited at the top like an Eagle. They could not advance during daylight, as the enemy, positioned at a
higher altitude, had a clear vantage point over the surrounding terrain. Any movement would have
immediately drawn their attention. Therefore, they chose to proceed under the cover of night.

"We go silent, no lights, no sounds. Use the ridge shadows,” Arjun briefed "They have the height. We have
the will". They moved like shadows, gripping ropes, slipping on ice, whispering prayers. Midway, they
heard a shout from above "Ambush! Spread and fire!" and then gunfire exploded. A sepoy tumbled,
screaming, lost to the darkness below. Bullets rained like steel hail, Grenades burst, lighting the snow
crimson. Arjun charged forward, yelling orders, pulling back the wounded, covering their retreat. His rifle
never stopped barking.

Holding the Line

By late night, they had secured half the ridge. But the partial success came at a cost—twelve men were
dead. Arjun stood amid the carnage, blood freezing on his uniform. The enemy launched a savage counter
attack. Mortars screamed from the sky, and the peak turned into a fiery inferno. Arjun’s men fought tooth
and nail, bayonets clashing, grenades detonating feet away.

“Sir, we're down to eight!” someone yelled.

He turned briefly to the men beside him and said “In the battle of Kurukshetra, Abhimanyu was alone and
unarmed, yet he did not flee the battlefield. He single-handedly took on seven great warriors. Each of you
be ‘Abhimanyu’, each of you are equal to ten men”. He further added what his father had once told him,
"Rajput kabhi apni peeth nahi dikhate. Hum maut se aankh mila ke baat karte hain", the ancestral words
echoed through the freezing air. He turned to Lieutenant Akshat Sharma, his second in command and
closest friend, "We hold till death, Lieutenant".
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Akshat grinned, blood dripping from his forehead, "We 're Rajputs, Sir! Death is a tradition!"
They pushed back wave after wave. In the smoke and blood, time lost meaning.

The Trap

Then came the silence. The kind that made the hairs rise. Suddenly, shadows moved around them. The
enemy was encircling. Sepoy Binayak was the next to fall, stabbed in close combat. Ramesh, the radio
operator, took a sniper’s bullet. Only Arjun remained. The battlefield was a graveyard. Snow turned into
mud, bodies frozen in final expressions of defiance. Arjun’s vision blurred from smoke and blood. His
shoulder was wounded. He picked up Akshat’s rifle who had gone down a few moments ago fighting like a
wounded tiger and ducked behind a rock. In the eerie quiet, he whispered, "Forgive me, my brothers. I’ll
not let your deaths be in vain"

The Final Choice

Arjun grabbed the radio.

"Base command, this is Captain Arjun Rathod. Do you copy?"

A voice cracked through: "Captain! Yes—we hear you! Reinforcements are near. Hold on!"

"Negative... I am surrounded... No men left... No ammo... Enemy preparing to advance"

"Stay hidden—we're sending reinforcements from the base camp which would reach in a couple of hours”
"There’s no time...” gasped Arjun, “We are so near to recapture the post. If you delay, we will lose it. All
my men's sacrifice would be in vain”.

“We are trying our best Captain to reach you as soon as possible... Hold on... I repeat”

Arjun closed his eyes for a heartbeat, then steadied his breath, he cannot let go the sacrifices of his
comrades. All his men have been martyred and still the shadow of the enemy is looming large. He
apprehended that the advantage gained so far would be lost if he waits for the reinforcement to come. As
his eyes opened his face gleamed and the jaws tight depicting steel like determination. “Yes! This is the
only way” he whispered to himself and repeated the words “Yes! there is no other option left”.

“Come in Captain... we are not able to hear you... announced the radio”

"I am enabling my location beacon," he said slowly, deliberately. "You Il receive my exact coordinates in a
moment. Once you have them—fire at the location. I will be charging into the Bunkers now, let the Bofors
Guns rain everything you've got down there. Annihilate them..."

His voice as firm as steel, unwavering, not a trace of fear, only resolve.

A stunned silence followed, then "Captain, that's suicide! We cannot do that...you too will be gone with
that..."

"That's duty my friend! If they take this ridge, they’ll rain death on our convoys. Stop them now..."
Another pause, the voice returned, trembling. "Captain... are you absolutely sure?"

"I"ve never been surer in my life.... India first.... Always.... Fire now"

The voice paused, choked with emotion. Then came the reply, steady yet heavy with reverence: "You are
the bravest man I’ve ever known, Captain. Your courage will be written in fire upon the face of these
mountains. India will never forget this night—or you. Godspeed, Captain! Jai Hind!".

Arjun activated the beacon. The target was locked. He whispered to himself a sloka from Geeta “You have
a right to perform your prescribed duty, but you are not entitled to the fruits of your actions”

(HHUAATIDHRE AT ey Hara).

The Warrior’s End

Arjun rose slowly, every muscle in his body screaming with pain. Blood trickled down his arm, his
uniform tattered and soaked, but his spirit was resolute. Fear did not exist in him now—only purpose. He
- C
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looked skyward, where the stars shimmered in the icy night—a silent audience to his transformation from a
boy in the sands of Jodhpur to a lone warrior on a frozen battlefield.

Images flooded his mind. His father in olive greens, his grandfather’s stories of Longewala, his mother’s
trembling hands on his commissioning day. A sudden vision of her face pierced his heart. He closed his
eyes briefly and murmured, “Forgive me, Maa. I will not return alive, but I will return with honour. If I fall
today, let it be for the dignity of Bharat Mata. I cannot allow these defilers to stain her”. Drawing in a final
breath, he whispered a warrior’s prayer, and then roared with the might of generations before him: "Har
Har Mahadev! Jai Hind! Bharat Mata ki Jai!" and charged upwards towards the bunker held by the enemy.
Artillery shells descended from the Indian side. The mountain roared - Fire, metal, snow—everything
vanished into an inferno of patriotism soon and then absolute silence prevailed.

“Then go Baccha, fight with honour and comeback a Legend”

The shelling had done the job for India. The post occupied by the infiltrators had been obliterated
annihilating all the infiltrator with it. With the first light of the Sun kissing the earth the next morning,
Indian soldiers recaptured the peak. They found scorched earth, broken weapons, bodies of the martyrs and
the silent tribute of a Braveheart.

A beacon still blinked faintly. A diary page was found in Arjun’s coat: "Tell Maa I died free, tell my
regiment I never stepped back, tell Bharatmata I did not blink..."

A few days later Sunita Rathod received the flag and the citation with trembling hands "He died with fire in
his heart. That'’s how heroes go".

Captain Arjun Rathod was posthumously awarded the Param Vir Chakra. Point 4500 was nicknamed
"Balidaan Top" in remembrance of the sacrifice made by Captain Arjun Singh Rathod and his men.

On the cold Kargil nights, the wind still carries a cry—of courage, of sacrifice, of a warrior who chose
death so that others might live. The air of Kargil whispers his story of gallantry and sacrifice “Then go
Baccha, fight with honour and comeback a legend”.

Painting : Dr. Sudipto Banerjee
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We are a real estate company.

We are a company that
specializes in mortgage loans.

e Applving for permanent residency.

e Don’t have permanent residency.

e Rejected for a mortgage loan at another company.

Please contact us first.

Asai Home Co., Ltd.

Head office

T133-0057 B03-6458-0914

3-12-17 Nishikoiwa, Edogawa-ku, Tokyo

Funabori Branch

T132-0033 B03-5879-5138

4-44-9-6F Higashi Komatsugawa, Edogawa-ku. Tokyvo
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Person in charge

Naoyasu Matsutani (K32 M%) -
Ten - 080-1931-1831
Mail : matsutani@asaihome.co.jp

It is a pleasure to meet you all.
My name is Matsutani from Asai Home Co., Ltd.

I am here to help you with owning property in Japan.
We have assisted many Indian clients with their property purchases.

Clients without permanent residency, or those currently applying for it,

are also welcome to consult with us.

You are welcome to contact me through LINE or WhatsApp.

Testimonials from My Clients
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DELICIOUS RAMNGE
OF BISCUNTS

Shop Online in Categories of:
» Spices * Beans * Pulp & Juices * Herbs ® Dry Leaves * Non-Food
* Oil & Ghee * Atta * Rice * Dry Fruits * Chutneys * Alcohol
* Ready-to-Eat * Snacks & Biscuits * Pickles * RTC * Frozen
* Cosmetics * Healthcare » Superfood * General
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* All our products are 100% Veg and suitable for vegetarians. . R [E]
w * Vegan products are also available online at Sartaj Foods. =

w‘-ﬁmﬂ » Also shop variety of cosmatics, beauty, & health products. 1
W=—"" = We offer fast and secure delivery to all the regions of Japan. [B]H
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F563-0043 Osaka-fu, Ikeda-zhi, Kouda 2-10-23 » Tel: 072-751-1975 = Fax: 072-751-1976
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Inakadate: The Savior Rice Art
Sugam Ghosh

“Creativity is seeing what others see and thinking what no one else ever thought.”
Albert Einstein

On a summery effervescent afternoon, a man stood by the window of Inakadate Town Hall expanding his
watch to the adjacent rice fields where children playing rice sowing game. In a trice, he realized kids
exploring colorful rice samplings to draw patterns of their own.

The man paused and gathered oneself before muttering ‘Tanbo Art/HH A/l 7 — } . Mr. Koichi Hanada just

invented the infamous survival tactics what apparently been the bread-and-butter for 7,766 farmer population
of the village i.e. rice cultivation but with a pinch of artistic element.

This time-poor town hall of a sweet, picturesque Japanese small town of Inakadate, situated at the top of
Japan’s largest island, Honshu under the foothill of mount Iwate facing two mammoth challenges to
overcome —population decline & ever-mounting debt of US$106 million (in 1990) largely contributed by the
failed attempt to built an amusement park based on New Stone Age history. Even though blessed with the
fertile Tsugaru plain of Aomori Prefecture, a region famous for its rice production, the dept kept on mounting.
Mr. Hanada perceived with this brilliant idea of transitioning rice fields into a real-life canvas art,
successfully gathered 20 volunteers (read his colleagues from Town hall) in 1993. He managed to hand-plant
an entire rice field with an ambitus aim to depict Mount Iwaki with two colors. As usual, the results were
disappointing in terms of color as well as depiction accuracy. But unwavering Mr. Hanada took it as a
challenge & reached out to wider farmer community of the village. Looking at those veracious eyes, villagers
relied on his dedication. The response was overwhelming, hundreds of villagers including high school
children volunteered to help with the project, and literally made it as a celebrated community event.

Rest is history, these breathtakingly massive starchy masterpieces draw flocks of tourists all over the world
generating an unprecedented revenue. Eventually overcome all of decade old town debts and revamped the
economy to the brighter side within a blink of eye. Starting with Emperor and Empress visit back in 2014,
this village never looked back. At its height, 2016’s Godzilla rice art attracted 340,000 visitors in one year.
In 2017 alone, there were 1,300 participants who turned out just to create the art, including those local art
teachers, students, city planners, and more. In a town of less than 8,000, that is a lot of enthusiasm for the
project, and it’s necessary — covering 15,000 square meters with seedlings is a lot of work.

Blessed with a temperate climate with ample rainfall, ideal for paddy cultivation, rice production never been
a challenge to this community. Agriculture has been the backbone of the local economy for over two
millennia, with rice farming being a core livelihood. However, venturing into an artistic improvisation, a
different ball game all together. But the undefeated essence of rural Japan, a close-knit community with deep
respect for seasonal cycles, nature, and tradition easily assimilate the fundamental of rice art technique.
Now talking about initiation to execution, the whole process is time consuming, dedication-demanding,
intrinsic in nature. Of course, you can break it down to execution phases very similar to Software
Development Life cycles.

a. Design Phase

Each year, once village committee selects a theme, artists and local volunteers work together to create a
detailed digital blueprint of the image which could be a Hollywood celebrity, an infamous movie flier etc.
The design must account for perspective distortion — because the artwork will be viewed from an
observation deck, the lower parts of the field must be stretched in the design so that the image appears
proportional when seen from above.

Former high school art teacher Atsushi Yamamoto has played a significant role in developing the design
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adapted using computer software. Yamamoto and the design team
simplify complex color schemes down to the roughly seven
achievable hues provided by the selected rice varieties.

b. Planting

After the paddy fields are flooded and leveled, planting lines are
carefully marked wusing ropes, stakes, and GPS-based
measurements.

Volunteers, including local residents, schoolchildren, and visitors,
plant the rice seedlings by hand according to the plan. The rice

varieties are chosen based on their leaf and grain colors, which
range from bright green to deep purple, yellow-green, and
reddish-brown.

c. Maintenance

Over the summer, farmers carefully tend the paddies, managing
water levels, weeding, and ensuring optimal growth. As the rice
plants mature, the colors intensify, and the artwork gradually

comes to life. By July and August, the images reach their peak
vibrancy. The whole rice cultivation is quite stressful & attention-depending.
This living palette includes standard green edible rice, along with ancient rice varieties (kodaimai) like the
purple 'Murasaki Daikoku' and yellow 'Kiyo Daikoku', plus other strains providing shades of dark green, red,
orange, and white (like the ornamental "Yuki-asobi'). Some sources suggest the use of "upland" rice varieties,
which may not require constantly flooded paddies, potentially simplify the planting process and allow for
greater precision in the final image.
Some commonly used types include:
¢ Tsugaru Roman & Asayuki — A green-leafed variety forming the base of the intrinsic paddy art
e Murasaki Ine/Daikoku — Purple rice, mainly used to draw bold outlines and shadows to introduce
picturesque design
e (Odaikoku or Yellow-leafed varieties — Used as a highlighter and use to exclusively differentiate
lighter areas.

Fiompitfa = g Types of rice plants

RAR

e Midori Daikoku — Representing layers of

Edible Rice

greenery
e  Yukiasobi — reflects the snow-white nature
colors

e Akane-asobi — The orange fillers

"Hmn

: .T’i
e Beni asobi — Red rice grains, Adding warmth M {']{’ é‘

and depth to the image.

RRB g

P aem apmave  sax

e Shihonami — this bright purpose colored rice

introduces contract in the overall image
e Ahonami — Another shed of red
e  Shirahonami — Touch of off-while

By carefully combining these varieties, artists can achieve nuanced shading, creating the illusion of depth
and texture, sometimes even a 3-D representation as well in the rice-field.

The exponential design journey: Iwaki Mountain to Mona Lisa and Beyond

From its humble beginnings, Inakadate has undergone a remarkable evolution. For the first nine years, the
design remained a simple depiction of Mount Iwaki. However, the village soon began experimenting with
far more complex and ambitious themes.

90 %
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This journey involved learning and adaptation. A notable example is the 2003 attempt to recreate Leonardo
da Vinci's "Mona Lisa." When viewed from the observation tower, the perspective was off, making the
famous portrait appear distorted or "chubby". This challenge spurred innovation. The organizers turned to
technology, developing methods using computer modeling to create drafts that corrected for perspective,
ensuring the images appeared proportional when seen from above. This technical leap paved the way for the
incredibly detailed artworks seen today.
Over the years, the rice paddies have hosted a stunning array of images, reflecting both Japanese culture and
global icons:
e Hokusai's iconic woodblock print "The Great Wave off Kanagawa" (2007)
e Historical figures like Napoleon (2009)
e Hollywood stars like Marilyn Monroe
(2013) and scenes from "Roman Holiday"
(2018) and "Gone With the Wind"
(2015)
e  Pop culture phenomena such as Star Wars
(multiple years, including 2015 and 2017)
and Godzilla (2016)
e Beloved anime and manga characters like
those from One Piece (2023)
e Famous FEuropean paintings like
Vermeer's "Girl with a Pearl Earring"
(2023)
e Themes for 2024 included depictions related to the new ¥1000 bill (Kitasato Shibasaburo and
Hokusai's wave) at Venue 1, and art based on the manga "Grandma and Grandpa Rejuvenate" at

Venue 2.
e "Inakadate Village 70 Years of Miracles" and the movie "Delicious School Lunch: School Trip on
Fire" (2025)
In fact, Inakadate even evolved to introduce stone arts such as a portrait of Shiko Munakata in 2025.

Getting to Inakadate

Finally, you reached to most important or shall I say
informative section of this discussion i.e. transit or
transportation information to witness this meticulously
designed art all by yourself.

If you pursue local transit, remember the final disembark
would be Tanbo Art Station. Yes, you heard that right, the
Inakadate town planning department inaugurated a
dedicated rail station to encourage tourists to witness their
paddy magic.

From Tokyo metropolitan area, take the Tohoku Shinkansen
Hayabusa (Japan’s fastest commuter Shinkansen) from
Tokyo Station to Shin-Aomori Station. Get off, follow the
sign for about 5-7 minutes’ walk to the JR Ou Main Line &
head to Hirosaki Station (the station famous for Hirosaki Castle), then transfer to the Konan Railway Konan

Line for final destination Tanbo Art Station.
Important point to remember is, there are currently two Tanbo art viewing point in operation. The 2
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observation deck i.e. Yayoi no Sato Observatory is about 5 minutes’ walk from the station. Recommended
to walk these 5 minutes through the lash green rice fields, smell the serene nature at its’ best & if lucky,
watch the next local train zip through the greenery.
Once you reach the entrance of watch tower, familiarize yourself with the ticket vending machine, polite
attendants are always at your service. Adult entrance cost 300 yen whereas high school students to pay 100
yen.
From here, you will get a free shuttle bus Tasaabei (capacity: 9 people) runs every 30 minutes to take you to
I® venue. Given Yayoi-no-Sato Observatory is about a 5-minute walk from Tanbo Art Station, it's best to
first view the 2" rice paddy art and then take the bus to the 1% rice paddy art venue.
Even the 1% venue i.e. Town office building bearing the shape of a traditional Japanese castle tower requires
300-yen adult entry fees. This modern infrastructure has high speed elevator which takes you to 4™ floor or
to the observation deck. There are two best photographic corners marked with transparent glass, you should
explore them happily.
Overall, you should reserve 2-3 hours for a relaxed trip covering both paddy art sites. If wish to save a 30
minutes’ walk to Tanbo Art station from 1% venue, board a return bus back to 2™ venue & take much shorter
5 minutes’ walk. There are few eateries, canteen in both venues so munching local onigiris (rice balls) or
some fancy cuisines is a good add on. I personally found the used art supplies store near 1% venue quite
interesting, bought a couple of old Tanbo art frames & few more decorative woodworks at a dart cheap price.
To summarize, this fusion of nature and art, beautiful colors born from ears of rice, rice field art is an ultimate
expression of the charm of Japanese landscape and art. Visit this wonderful world of art and be enchanted
by its beauty.
Key Points to Remember
The paddy art season lasts only between July and September each year, so careful in planning trips.
Also, Konan railways don’t have very frequent services so align your plan according to local train schedule.
Ideal would be staying a night at Hirosaki station area & cover both Hirosaki Castle & Inakadate together.
Basic Information
¢ Location
(D First Rice Paddy Art
(Inakadate Village Observation Deck)
123-14F Inakadate Nakatsuji, Inakadate Village, Tsugaru District
(2) Second Rice Paddy Art
(Yayoi no Sato Observatory)
Takahi Izumi, Inakadate Village, Minamitsugaru District

e  Business hours - 9:00~17:00

e Fees

Adults: 300 yen each

Children: 100 yen each
e Parking — Free Car parking Available
¢ Inquiries

TEL : 0172-58-2111 (extension 242, 243)
FAX : 0172-58-4751

e  Website http://www.inakadate-tanboart.net/
¢ Google Map https://share.google/QzwXLU2cH1yODTMGS
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ADY WISHES THE IBCAJ MEMBERS & GUESTS

HAPPY DURGA PUJA 2025

ol .

ADY-7 T«
ADY-Fusion restaurant, Indian food using Indian spices & Japanese condiments!
Events: Please contact us for X
. Birthday Enjoy :
= Anniversary « Bollywood Night,
» Graduation « Jazz/ Saxophone Night
= Home party = Tap Dancing night
i Address:
Free ¥1,000 Drinks = :
i REAHBEFIZ1D15D5~NLH115 50
@ When you buy dinner of ¥4,000 or more Tokyo, Minato City, Shinbashi, 1 Chome-15-5 Persa Bldg 5F @
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Hindi Translation of Rabindranath Tagore’s Poem & ST (Pratiksha)

Nitin Srivastava
(Tagore has viewed the perspective of man and his Creator towards time through the
prism of relativity.)
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North and South Indian

......

AUTHENTIC NORTH & SOUTH INDIAN RESTAURANT CHAIN

il AWARDED BEST RESTAURANT IN JAPAN
ikl FOR 6 YEARS CONSECUTIVELY.

Make any occassion special with our large scale booking - Birthday, Marriage, Anniversary,
Festivals and more. Ladies Day, every Tuesday. Free Lassi/Mango Lassi for Ladies.

Center Kita Ariake Kamiyach T Ni Ginza | Ni K Alago Tokyo Big Sight

1-1-5 NakagawaChuo | 3F, TOC Ariake Building | 2F, Oote Building B1F Toranomon Ginza 2-4-6, UPLACE 1F, 8-1 Nirvanam Atago Hills 2F, TFT Building
Tsuzuki-ku, Yokohama-shi | Ariake 3-5-7, Koto-ku | Toronomon 3-19-7,  Jitsugyo Kaikan Velvia-Kan 7 F kitahonch 3F, Atago Green Hills, | East Tower
Kanagawa 2240003 Tokyo 135-0063 Minato-ku, Toranomon 1:1-20,  ChuoKu, Tokyo, Kawagoe, Saitama 2:5-1, Alago, 36-11 Ariake, KotoKu,
Phone: 045.910-5201 Phone: 03-6426-0651 | Tokyo 105-0001 MinatoKu Tokyo 1040061 350-1123 Minatoku, Tokyo 105-6203 Tokyo 135-0063
Phone: 03-3433-1217 | 105-0001 Phone: 03 6271 0957 | Phone: 0492 654343 | 03 6403.0710 Phone: 03-3599-6317

Phone: 03-5510-7875
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Import, Export & Distributor of Spices

If it's about spices, go to VISHWAS!

READY TO EAT EUHRY BLENDED SPICES

i jids|
... ..—1:— ! """ E*E-.ﬂ-

DRY FRUITS

BBTTLE SPICE

Hyogo-Ken, Amagasaki-Shi, Tonouchi-Cho, 2-1-7
T661-0961 H!EWEFJH E] 2-1-7
'ﬁl.m :‘_‘r: .I -_ 38! —




Feluda in Tokyo

Emotion and gratitude for having to witness Feluda in
Tokyo. A big occasion in my life, first time seeing
Feluda in big screen and that too with my son
(Ayushmit-Popeye) in Tokyo!!!

Durjay Biswas
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) Authentic Indian
Cafe & Restaurant

GIIIGKB]I BII'UBIII Mutton Bil'vﬂlll VBQ Blrvﬂlll

* TANDOORI SPECIAL

Daal Achari Chicken pewer Bata “Bengali Fish

“Best Biryani in town | £1) 7 ZE&F5"
6-29-8 Ojima, Koto-ku, Tokyo 136-0072
() [G) B4 JashnTokyo €03 43603693 & +81 80-9557-6254
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'D Zen: The Union of Two

AnKkita Sen, Jeet Biswas

Background and Experience

Japan, the land of the rising sun, had long fascinated us. Like many from our generation who grew up with
Pokémon and anime, a trip here was a dream. The occasion arrived in the form of a wedding invitation from
a dear friend—a union of two cultures with ancient roots. What awaited was far beyond a journey of
sightseeing.

From the moment we arrived, we were struck by the quiet grace of the people. A bow—simple, humble—
served as a greeting, gratitude, and farewell. In a city of millions, order reigned without force: trains glided
on time, queues formed naturally, and streets remained spotless. Even the meals reflected this harmony: self-
service machines, multilingual menus, steaming bowls arriving moments after we sat, as if the kitchens had
anticipated our hunger.

Sculptures from Kyoto

Japan, we realized, is a society where discipline and kindness are not separate virtues, but threads of the
same fabric. At Tokyo’s Senso-ji temple, amid incense smoke and prayerful crowds, we met an elderly
woman who embodied this spirit. Sitting quietly on a bench, she smiled and offered us her presence. With
no common language, we relied on gestures and Google Translate to converse. She told us she was a
Buddhist priestess, a traveler, a healer. Before parting, she returned with temple books as gifts, blessing us
with words that needed no translation. In that exchange—simple, unadorned—we glimpsed what Zen truly
is: the union of humility and clarity, of silence and boundless generosity.

Philosophical Root

Zen’s story begins in India, with Siddhartha Gautama, the Buddha, who taught the way out of suffering in
the 6th century BCE. At the same time in Japan, early Shinto practices were revering the spirits of nature,
the kami. Two different streams, destined to converge. Buddhism journeyed eastward through centuries. The
Indian monk Bodhidharma carried Dhyana—meditation—to China, where it became Chan. In time, Chan
sailed further east, reaching Japan as Zen in the 12th century. While India gave Zen its philosophical heart—
shunyata (emptiness) and anitya (impermanence)—Japan gave it aesthetic form: gardens of gravel and stone,
the tea ceremony where each gesture is a meditation. The wisdom of emptiness is not a void but a fullness—
an awareness that nothing stands alone, that all things rise and fall together. Like cherry blossoms, dazzling
yet fleeting, life is beautiful because it does not last. Even modern quantum physics
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'thlspers the same truth: matter itself dissolves into probabilities, with nothing fixed and everythm@

interdependent. Walking Kyoto’s ancient temples, we felt this insight come alive—spaces centuries old, yet

renewed with every breath of the pilgrims who walk their paths.

The Union

Our journey culminated in Tokyo at the Meiji Jingu Shrine, where the wedding—an Indian groom and
Japanese bride—was celebrated in a traditional Shinto ceremony. We had prepared for weeks: dress codes,
rituals, timing. Inside the inner shrine, usually closed to the public, we were welcomed with cherry-blossom
drinks before the couple appeared in their splendid attire—she in a white shiromuku, he in a black montsuki.
The rituals unfolded with serene precision: offerings to the kami, the San-san-kudo rite of sharing sake in
three sips, prayers, and blessings. We too sipped the sacred sake, joining our hopes with theirs. The
atmosphere was both intimate and universal—a reminder that spiritual truth is not bound by geography.

Pictures from the wedding ceremony

It was more than a wedding. It was a meeting of worlds—India and Japan, Shinto and Buddhism, two
lineages flowing into one. Just as Dhyana evolved into Zen, so too can cultures converge without losing their
distinct identities, creating something at once ancient and new. From Bodh Gaya to Fushimi Inari, the silence
remains the same. In that silence lies the essence of Zen: a union not of doctrines, but of presence, humility,
and the eternal now.
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DCelebrating Five Glorious Years of Durga Puja with ICCHE
Krishnendu Laha

For the past five years, ICCHE (Indian Club for Culture, Heritage & Entertainment) has been the heartbeat
of the Bengali and Indian community in the Rhein-Ruhr F
region (Duesseldorf, Cologne, Dortmund, Essen etc.) of !
Germany, uniting hundreds of families through the
vibrant celebrationof Durga Puja. What began as a
heartfelt initiative rooted in devotion and nostalgia has
nowgrown into a cultural phenomenon, filled with joy,
rhythm, color, and togetherness.

At the heart of our celebration lies the powerful presence
of Maa Durga. From the serene rituals of Kalabou Snan
and Pushpanjali to the soulful chanting of mantras, each

puja is performed with precision, devotion, and
reverence. The rituals are complemented by the energetic beats of dhak, the fragrance of incense, and prayer
- creating a truly divine ambiance.

Over these years, ICCHE has brought together people from diverse regions and cultures, blending traditions
from Bengal, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Odisha, and more.
Garba night adds rhythmic sparkle to the celebrations,
while Sindur Khela and Vijaya Dashami bring out deep
emotion, marking farewells with red vermillion smiles
and tearful joy. A defining feature of our Puja is its
integration of art, music, and dance. Classical, folk,
and Bollywood performances have lit up the stage,
with contributions from local talents and professionals
alike. From soulful Rabindra Sangeet to electrifying
band performances, every evening turns into a cultural

festival of its own. Children and youth are not just
participants but co-creators — through drama, fashion shows, musical plays, and even editorial work in our
magazine “Icchedana”. Most importantly, ICCHE’s Durga Puja has become a platform for inclusion. People
of all nationalities and beliefs have walked in to experience the spirit of Shakti, to taste festive food, and to
join in dances, creating moments that go beyond language and borders. We look ahead with hope, devotion,
and the same passion that lit our very first lamp. ICCHE welcomes the world to be a part of this celebration
— where tradition meets creativity, and every heart finds a home.
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Looking Back at IBCAJ

Events 2024 25

Knowledge Olympics 2024

SDG counter

Sumida Multi Culture
Exchange event

—




Saraswati Puja 2025
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Yoga Day celebration

Anandadhara 2025

Nabobarsho Celebration
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