MARATSA Conference

of the ASSOCIATION for the TREATMENT
& PREVENTION OF SEXUAL ABUSE

16th Annual Conference

On May 13, 2026, the 16t annual
conference commenced, bringing
together professionals dedicated to
the treatment and prevention of
sexual abuse. Over the course of
three days, attendees participated in
presentations and workshops focused
on evidence-based treatment,
assessment, ethics, community
collaboration, and emerging issues
within the field.

Attendees explored a wide range of
topics, including cultural
responsiveness in treatment,
psychosexual evaluations, family-
based interventions for adolescents,
domestic sex trafficking,
documentation and advocacy, and
specialized treatment considerations
for diverse populations.

The conference served as an
important opportunity for continued
professional development, reinforcing
MARATSA's commitment to advancing
knowledge, promoting effective
treatment practices, and supporting
the prevention of sexual abuse
through education and collaboration.

Insights & Experiences:
First-Time Attendees

“I attended the MARATSA
conference for the first time this
year and thoroughly enjoyed hearing
about the collaborations between
the different branches of social work
and how we all come together for
the common goal. | met some great
people and would highly
recommend this conference to
anyone who wants to learn, network
and just become overall better in
their line of work. The speakers
were highly experienced, topics
interesting, and most importantly,
the food and location were just
fantastic. | am looking forward to
the next conference and am grateful
for the opportunities this past
conference provided.”

-Sheldene Brubacher
PATHS Program Coordinator

We had the pleasure of
welcoming many new faces to
our annual conference this
year.

“Attending the MARATSA
conference was a meaningful
and enriching experience. | had
the opportunity to connect with
a range of professionals in the
field and engage in
conversations that deepened
my knowledge and provided
new insight into treatment
approaches. The presentations
were informative and
highlighted current research
and practical strategies for
clinical work. | left feeling
inspired, more informed, and
motivated to integrate what |
learned into my day-to-day
work with my clients.”

- Mary Kate Wynne, B,S.,M.A.
PATHS Clinical Therapist




A Forever Evolving
Field

A growing area of focus within the
field is the role of reintegration
and long-term stability in reducing
recidivism. While accountability,
treatment, and community safety
remain central to our work,
research increasingly highlights
the importance of stable housing,
meaningful employment,
supportive relationships, and
community connection as
protective factors that support
lasting change. For professionals
across the MARATSA region, this
shift reflects an evolving
understanding that successful
outcomes are achieved not only
through risk management, but
also through strengthening the
conditions that promote stability.
Professionals are increasingly
challenged to balance
accountability with approaches
that foster resilience, encourage
positive behavior change, and
support long-term success.

Legislative & Policy
Update

The legislative landscape
surrounding sexual offense
management continues to evolve
as policymakers seek to balance
public safety, victim protection,
accountability, and successful
community reintegration. Across
the United States, lawmakers are
examining issues such as sex
offender registries, residency
restrictions, treatment oversight,
and community supervision
practices. One emerging trend is
the increasing emphasis on
evidence-based approaches to
risk management. Policymakers
and practitioners are increasingly
examining whether existing laws,
supervision practices, and
treatment standards align with
current research and evidence-
based risk management
principles.

As a result, some jurisdictions are
reevaluating policies that may
inadvertently create barriers to
successful reintegration while
maintaining accountability and
community safety.

Another area receiving attention is
the development of more
individualized approaches to
supervision and treatment.
Policymakers and practitioners
alike are recognizing that effective
management requires
consideration of dynamic risk
factors, treatment needs, and
responsivity issues rather than
relying solely on one-size-fits-all
restrictions. This shift reflects
broader efforts within the field to
align policy decisions with current
research findings.

Recent legislative discussions
have also focused on registry
requirements, housing
restrictions, treatment standards,
and community notification
practices. While approaches vary
by state, these conversations
underscore the importance of
grounding policy decisions in
empirical research and best
practices rather than fear-based
responses. Professionals in our
field play a critical role in
educating stakeholders about
what the research tells us
regarding risk reduction,
rehabilitation, and long-term
community safety.

As legislation continues to evolve,
MARATSA members are
encouraged to remain informed
about policy developments within
their jurisdictions and to advocate
for approaches that support
accountability, victim safety,
evidence-based treatment, and
effective risk management. By
staying engaged in these
discussions, we can help ensure
that public policy reflects both
current research and the shared
goal of creating safer
communities.



Meet the MARATSA
Board!

President - Katelyn
Jakubovic Katelyn@favoredwellness.com
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kbarto0819@gmail.com

Secretary - Krystian
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Szolna David.Szolna@montgomerycountypa.gov
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