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United Methodist 

Church 

December 14, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 EMBRACE   ENGAGE               IGNITE 

Leader:  Sometimes, in the solitude of darkness, our fears and con-
 cerns, our hopes and our visions rise to the surface. We 
 come face to face with ourselves and with the road that lies 
 ahead of us. And in that same darkness, we find companion-
 ship for the journey.  In that same darkness, we sometimes 
 allow ourselves to wonder and worry whether the human 
 race is going to survive.  

All:   We know you are with us, O God, yet we still await 
 your coming. In the darkness that contains both our 
 hopelessness and our expectancy, we watch for a sign 
 of God’s hope. 

   
HYMN   “Still, Still, Still”    3066 
 

We Respond to the Word 
 
SHARING OF PRAYER CONCERNS/JOYS    
         
MORNING PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER     
        
OFFERTORY        
 
DOXOLOGY   
      
PRAYER OF DEDICATION      
             

We Go Forth to Serve 
                  
HYMN    “Star Child”    2095 
 
BENEDICTION      
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Rev. Ed Schoeneck, Pastor 
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  *denotes standing as able 

We Gather in Praise 
GATHERING   
 
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MISSION MOMENT    “Edinboro Food Pantry”    Janice Castro 

*LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE        Jessica Walburn 
 “Come, Lord Jesus, Come”            & Edinboro UMC Choir 
  
 Leader: I believe in the sun…  
 People: even when it isn’t shining 
 
 Leader:  I believe in love… 
 People:  even when I don’t feel it. 
 
 Leader: I believe in God… 
 People: Even when God is silent.” 
 
 Leader: Our Advent journeys often challenge us to love more 
  deeply.  To walk in ways right in God’s eye.  
 People: “The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard 
  shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 
  and the fatling together, and a little child shall 
  lead them.” 
  
 Leader: Come let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 People: We come to embrace the new advent, to be        
  renewed in Joy.   

 
*HYMN  “What Child is This?”            219 
  

*OPENING PRAYER             Jessica Walburn 
 
Gracious God, remind us today and every day that we 
have good reason to be joyful, and forgive us for focus-
ing our minds on negative things.  Because you sent your 
Son into the world we can truly celebrate this season of 
wonder.  Fill our hearts with calm assurance so that we 
might be messengers of peace who joyfully spread love 
wherever we go.  Amen.  
 

*RESPONSE  Gloria Patri/Glorify Thy Name 

We Receive the Word 
 
SCRIPTURE READING            Jessica Walburn 

Isaiah 40: 1—5  (NRSV) 
 

 

HYMN   “Emmanuel, Emmanuel”   204 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME                     Karen Swager 
 
HYMN   “Emmanuel, Emmanuel”    204 
 
CENTERING MOMENT  Video—”Rejoice” 
 
SCRIPTURE READING  Mark 1: 1—8  (NRSV)        Pastor Ed 
    
REFLECTION      “I Believe in God”         Pastor Ed 
 

A LITANY OF DARKNESS AND LIGHT          Pastor Ed 

(From Department of Parish Development & Mission, New Zealand) 
 
Leader: We wait in the darkness, expectantly, longingly, anxiously, 

 thoughtfully.   The darkness is our friend. In the darkness of 
 the womb, we have all been nurtured and protected. In the 
 darkness of the womb, the Christ-child was made ready for 
 the journey into light. 

All:   You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light. 
 
Leader:  It is only in the darkness that we can see the splendor of the 

 universe—blankets of stars, the solitary glowing of distant 
 planets.  It was the darkness that allowed the Magi to find the 
 star that guided them to where the Christ-child lay.  

All:   You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.  
 
Leader:  In the darkness of the night, desert peoples find relief from 

 the cruel, relentless heat of the sun.   In the blessed desert 
 darkness, Mary and Joseph were able to flee with the infant 
 Jesus to safety in Egypt.  

All:   You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.  
 
Leader:  In the darkness of sleep, we are soothed and restored, healed 

 and renewed.  In the darkness of sleep, dreams rise up. God 
 spoke to Jacob and Joseph through dreams. God is speaking 
 still.  

All:  You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.  
 
Leader:  In the solitude of darkness, we sometimes remember those 

 who need God’s presence in a special way— the sick, the un
 employed, the bereaved, the persecuted, the homeless, those 
 who are demoralized and discouraged, those whose fear has 
 turned to cynicism, those whose vulnerability has become bit-
 terness.  Sometimes in the darkness, we remember those 
 who are near to our hearts—colleagues, partners, parents, 
 children, neighbors, friends. We thank God for their presence 
 and ask God to bless and protect them in all that they do—at 
 home, at school, as they travel, as they work, as they play.  

All:   You are with us, O God, in darkness and in light.  
 
 
 



Are you a visitor to our church?  If you answer this question with a yes –  
Welcome!   We are happy you are here!   Please complete the blue Visitor 

card in the pew and place it in the offering plate.    

Please note :  Our worship service is being live-streamed on our YouTube page.   If you 

wish to not have your image broadcast  during the live stream, please sit in the front 

area on the choir side near the windows of the sanctuary under the camera.    

THIS WEEKS REMINDERS 

 Children’s Sunday School today following Children’s Time 
 K-2nd grade—Saints Room;  3rd-4th grades—Beatitudes Room     
 5th—7th grades—Wesley Room 

 Youth Sunday School today at 12:30  p.m.—Youth Room 

 Kairos Meeting today at 1 p.m.—Wesley 

 Invitation to the New Testament today at 7 p.m.—Zoom 

 Boy Scout Meeting on Monday at 6:30 p.m.—Scout Room 

 Faith for Today Group on Monday at 7 p.m.—Beatitudes 

 CARE Team Meeting on Monday at 7 p.m.—Zoom 

 Reconciling Ministries Task Force on Monday at 7 p.m.—Zoom & Wesley 

 Cub Scout Meeting on Tuesday at 6 p.m.—Grace Hall, Scout Room, up-
stairs classrooms 

 Tuesday Movie Group on Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.—Zoom 

 Shadbush Meeting on Tuesday at 7 p.m.—Wesley 

 “Early Risers” Men’s Book Club on Wednesday at 7 a.m.—Wesley  

 Invitation to the New Testament on Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.—Wesley 

 Finding Peace Through Grief on Wednesday at 6 p.m.— Beatitudes 

 Choir Practice on Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.—Sanctuary 

 Praise Band Practice on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.—Sanctuary 

 Men’s Coffee Group on Thursday at 9 a.m.—Overflow/Wesley 

 Women’s Book Club on Thursday at 9 a.m.— Zoom 

 Finding Peace Through Grief Support Group on Thursday at 11 a.m.—
Beatitudes 

 Service of Light service on Thursday at 6 p.m. (Dinner) 7 p.m. (Service) 
- Grace Hall 

 Men’s Breakfast Group on Saturday at 8 a.m.—Flips Café 

Electronic Giving Platform 

For those who would like to bless EUMC with their financial 

gifts electronically.  Scanning the Q-Code will take you di-

rectly to our electronic giving site.  





ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The 3D Café will be returning  on January 18, 2026.   The IFF Team will be 

hosting the first Café with hopes that other groups will sign up to host in 
other months.   The plan is to have the 3D Café on the third Sunday of the 
month.  Sign up your group on the sign up sheet on the Narthex table. 

 
 Linger Longer Luncheons will continue in 2026.   IFF and the Outreach/

Mission Team will host Game On 4 with the first Linger Longer Luncheon on 
Sunday,  January 11, 2026.  Now is the time to secure your date to host one 
or more Linger Longer Luncheon.   The sign up sheet is on the Narthex     
table. 

 
EUMC has two church families who are recovering from surgeries & injuries.  
If you are able to provide them a meal while they recuperate the website to 
sign up is below:   
 Take Them a Meal needs for Darla & Tim Elder    
   https://takethemameal.com/HMYH3991 
 
 Take Them a Meal needs for Janyce & Lynn Brawn 

       https://takethemameal.com/CPRZ1344 




