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The Flying Fish Wreck derives its name from the freely painted
decoration in the centre of one of the first finds, a large stoneware
basin. The graceful gliding flying fish design is known from the
Cizao kilns of Fujian Province, China, but it has never been seen
in a shipwreck cargo before.

. Maritime afchaeologist, Dr Michael Flecker, concludes that
the:Flying Fish Wreck is a Southeast Asian lashed-lug ship,
following a shipbuilding tradition that lasted for over a thousand
years. She has been dated to the first quarter of the 12th century,
corresponding to the rule of. Emperor Huizong during the late
‘Northern S(')ng-‘dyna‘sty. The ship fo:llowe.d the eastern route down
the South China Sea bound for north“;est Borneo. Most of the
ceramic cargo was manufactured in Fujian province_,'suggesting

- that Quanzhou was the port of embarkation. Individual pieces

were marked with surnames such as Chen, Lin, Huang, Xive, W,

" Yang, Guo, Zhang, Xu,‘ Wang, Ma' and Ye. Dr Tai'Yew Seng; a
Chinese ceramic'specjali‘st, contributes a éombrghﬁiﬁsive analysis
of every ceramic type cxcavéted from the wreck. Non-ceramic

’grte,facts incl,u%ie wropght and cast iron, lea_ld ingots and rings;

“ship’s equipment, personal belongings; ‘arid one of the original

voyagers whose bones survived deep inside the wreckage.
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