=

~ R

LM

P

Send your letters to Letters Editor, New Straits Times,

31, Jalan Riong, 59100 Kuala Lumpur or

email lettersfdg.nstp.com.my (Tel: 03-205469411).

Aletter must have a writer’'s name, signature, home address,

phone and MyKad numbers. Itshould ideally not be more than 500 words.
The editor reserves the right to edit a letter for clarity and length.

NATIONAL HERITAGE

GEM THAT'S CARCOSA

‘- OVERNMENT-owned
national crown jewel
Carcosa Seri Negara
(CSN) is at the cross-
roads of ignominy and superstar-
dom — glamorous yet understat-
ed, sanctified yet neglected, but,
gifted with historical and natural
splendour and the mother of
prime real estate locations, it is
now coveted like a king’s lost
treasure.
Underscoring its sacred antiq-
uity primarily as the citadel of
independence, CSN is where the

British High Commissioner’s of-

- ficial residence was based
(1896-1987), the Constitution of
Malaya was drafted (1955-1957),
where the nine rulers signed the
Merdeka Agreement (1957), and
where the first Yang di-Pertuan

- Agong used as his official guest
palace (1957-1960).

This grand abode is now being
prepped for a makeover to be-
come the sanctuary for culture,
the arts, heritage and peace pro-
motion. Working on its hallowed
presence, a US$500 million (RM2
billion) proposed project to turn
CSN into an Asian Peace, Arts
and Cultural-Heritage (APAC)
Park has been distilled, using pri-
vate funding initiative. ;

" CSN tenant/caretaker, social
enterprise Asian Heritage Muse-
um Sdn Bhd (AHM), has pro-
posed APAC Park with the aim to
increase average spending per
pax by US$100 of the estimated
13 million tourists to Kuala
Lumpur annually,  generating

US$1.3 billion to the economy. It
also aims to bump up tourist ar-
rivals to 23 million by Year 5.

APAC Park will be disabled and
environmentally-friendly and has
the fullest respect for heritage
and nature. Nestled on a 12.14ha
piece of land, the park will have a
world-class and innovative Asian
Museum and Peace Convention
Centre, and an inclusive platform
for artistes, artists and cultural
heritage players to showcase per-
formances, works and products.

CSN’s “green zone” would be a
small “Jurassic Park”, essentially
a special biological garden of ex-
otic animals and plants.

A unique solar-panelled tem-
pered glass sky matrix, connect-
ing CSN to KL Sentral, Parlia-
ment, National Monument, Lake
Gardens and Merdeka Square,
will morph the zone into a com-
mercially sustainable global cul-
ture-tourism hotspot. :

However, CSN has also attract-
ed the eye of business entities. A

normal property developer may |,

even promise to protect CSN’s
heritage and character by offer-
ing an art gallery there, but this
may be more a smokescreen for
property development.

Using the entire site for an art
gallery or a boutique hotel would

not generate the critical mass

and income needed from an eco-
nomic standpoint. Selling price-
less CSN land to a developer
would only generate a one-time
income for the government.
APAC Park, however, would

il
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provide government with sus-
tainable annual lease payments
and generate huge recurring
tourism incomes for the economy
while employing more people
than a property development
can. ;

If CSN is ordinary land, prop-
erty development is not a prob-
lem, but this eminent bastion is a
heritage site perched on a strate-

gic hilltop next to Parliament, be-

sides being one of few remaining
green lungs in the capital.

AHM — with a proven track
record of using CSN to promote
public interest since taking over
in April 2017 — is best positioned
to do justice there via APAC
Park. Gt

Registered under the National

Heritage Act 2005, the two colo-
nial mansions and adjacent build-
ings have been untenantable and
left to rot.

Repairs and restoration could
cost about RM20 million, but
since government funds are un-
available, AHM, at its own cost,
has done basic repairs on the two
buildings’ ground floors and have
the entire site cleaned, secured,
maintained and operated for the
public to visit.

- AHM, in collaboration with five
government agencies, supported
by the corporate sector, NGOs
and the media, organised the
thriving and non-profit (free en-
trance) Jalan Merdeka exhibition
that charted the struggle of the
people for independence in 1957.
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Launched by the ruler of Negri
Sembilan on Aug 31, 2017, Jalan
Merdeka was highly praised by

the sultan of Perak, besides being -

well received by visitors.
Companies and individuals
have booked CSN for one-off
events and functions (not AHM’s
core business) to help promote
the citadel while defraying the
high maintenance, security and
operating costs. :
- AHM should be given a long-
term lease at CSN to undertake

“APAC Park for the sake of the

economy, conservation of her-
itage and nature, and to promote
Kuala Lumpur as a city of peace
and cultural diversity.

MARIA CHIN ABDULLAH
Member of parliament

TAN SRI RAMON NAVARATNAM
Think-tank policy chairman and former
Transport Ministry secretary-general

TAN SRI DR SALLEH MOHD NOR
Former FRIM director-general and for-
mer Malaysian Nature Society president

DATUK NOOR FARIDA ARIFFIN

- Former ambassador and former judge

PROFESSOR DATUK DR ADEEBA
KAMARULZAMAN
Civil' society advocate

DATUK SHABUDIN ABDUL WAHAB
Retired police commissioner

HAMIDON TAIB

Entrepreneur

WORKPLACE ACCIDENTS

Occupational safety, health enforcement needs review

THE Association for Community
and Dialogue is concerned about
the high accident statistics pro-
vided by the Department of Oc-
cupational Safety and Health
(DOSH).

In 2017, 183 construction work-
ers lost their lives at worksites.
This translates to 14 fatalities for
every 10,000 workers employed.
As for accidents, DOSH states
there were 42,513 throughout the
country, giving an average of 116

daily (NST, Feb 17).

It is hoped that with amend-
ments to the Occupational Safety
and Health Act 1994 Act, pro-
posed to be tabled in Parliament
this month, DOSH’s strengths

~and weaknesses could be delib-

erated in Parliament with the ob-
jective of enhancing its enforce-
ment capabilities.

DOSH policy and responsibility
is about providing and maintain-
ing a quality, safe and healthy

workplace and system. :

Employers must ensure all staff
receive relevant information, di-
rectives, training and supervision
on how to carry out tasks in a
correct manner that poses no
risks to health.

The Occupational Safety and
Health Act 1994 Act was written
for proactive action rather than
when an incident has taken place.
Has DOSH played its role effec-
tively as a strong enf'ot_‘cement

body? Does it have enough man-
power? Does it play a critical role
in monitoring critical public pro-
jects, or does it assume that con-
tractors are competent in exer-
cising their duties and hold them
accountable only after a disaster
takes place?

The statistics of 42,513 acci-
“dents daily demands DOSH ac-
countability. £

The Human Resources Min-
istry should review the current

role of DOSH and evaluate its

practice in line with its mandate.
It must remain a strong en-

forcement body that is proactive-

‘ly involved in preventing work-

place accidents by taking action
against irresponsible contrac-
tors and negligent local govern-
ment authorities.

RONALD BENJAMIN
Executive secretary, Association
for Community and Dialogue
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