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Astrology of January 2025 

Overview of January 2025 

 

The New Year begins with three planets retrograde, Mars, Jupiter and 

Uranus, with Uranus going direct on 30th when Jupiter will be slowing, 

going direct on 4th February. Looking ahead, by the end of February all 

planets will be direct, but only for only five days.  The other big change of 

the month is that of the Nodes changing signs on 12th, and this brings a 

major shift in karmic focus for us collectively, as well as personally.  

Mercury comes out of its shadow on 2nd, meaning that it has returned to 

the point at which it went retrograde and is therefore, from then onwards, 

covering ‘fresh’ territory.  

Mercury and the Sun are behind Pluto at the beginning of the month and 

both of these passing over Pluto mark significant moments with the Sun  

making its annual pass on 21st and Mercury following on 29th, a few 

hours before the New Moon, when Venus enters its shadow as it 

prepares for its retrograde beginning 2nd March. This is a powerful New 

Moon, with energies of regeneration and rebirth and preparing the way 

for that, we first have the Full Moon on 13th, with Capricorn Sun and 

Cancer Moon and a spark of illumination to help us find what is outdated 

and needs releasing.  

19th and 23rd are busy astrologically and are both days when awareness 

is needed to tap into the positives and surf the waves rather than trying 

to swim against the tide.  



2 
 

Daily astrology of January 2025 

On 2nd, Mercury comes out of its shadow, meaning that it has returned to 

the point at which it went retrograde and is therefore, from then onwards, 

covering ‘fresh’ territory. We are no longer rehashing, reworking, revising 

the themes of its retrograde. Anything that needs further revision will 

raise its head again at a future retrograde.  

The Nodes and retrograde Mars are both back at the beginning of their 

signs before retrograding to the ‘next’, are closing to a potentially helpful 

connection to each other on 5th. There is the sense that we are coming 

to the end of a chapter and we might experience last ditch attempts to 

show us, and hopefully clear some old patterns that are past their sell-

by-date.  

Look out for feminine and masculine (yin and yang) personality traits 

whilst Mars’ retrograde motion is more likely to show us a lack of 

motivation, a sense of futility and where we feel disempowered. That will 

be exacerbated by its building opposition to Pluto early on 3rd as the Sun 

and Jupiter have a niggly connection and there are too many other 

connections to detail; Venus changing signs, leaving Aquarius and 

entering idealistic and often wounded, Pisces is one of the most 

significant. This pot pourri of energies is going to add confusion, tension 

and power and control issues which can be internalised, fuelling lack of 

self-worth, feeling unseen or misunderstood. We might feel as if we just 

want to give up on something, that we haven’t got the strength to 

continue, to keep fighting. When to fight and when not to, definitely is 

part of Mars’ learning. 

On these two days, we will need to keep some perspective and our head 

above water, not to be overwhelmed with negative feelings that might 

arise, and to repeat the mantra – This too shall pass. Note what arises 

and the depth of your feelings, acknowledge them and thank them for 

visiting, knowing that they will soon pass and we can look at these 

themes from a more detached perspective. They are not meant to break 

us, but to make us aware and show us where the light needs to be 

shone to ease the darkness. 

*** 
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Coming out from some intense energies of the last two days 4th and 5th 

have more potential, but the type that needs to be tapped into and Mars’ 

connection with the Nodes, all right back at zero degrees of their 

respective signs, feels like the key to tap into, as it will help us change 

an old, ingrained pattern. See the astrology for 2nd and 3rd for themes 

that may be brewing that we can now begin to find a way out of.  

There is likely some childhood conditioning that needs to be re-

evaluated to see if it actually holds true to our core values as adults. We 

are probably just repeating what we were told was right, how we should 

behave, what we should do to achieve, the expectations of others. Thee 

are key to unpick and obviously, when viewed rationally, are not 

authentic. 

Keep an eye open for ingrained thoughts about ‘working hard’, following 

the rules, punishment etc. and release the unhealthy ideals that fuel 

feelings of inadequacy. If we are measuring ourselves against other 

peoples’ yardsticks, we are never going to match.  

*** 

Mars retrogrades back into Cancer, from Leo, on 6th January as we have 

the waxing half Moon in its home sign of Aries and there is a testing 

square between Mercury and Neptune which will probably incline us 

more towards daydreaming and escapist activities than towards what we 

need to look into. On its direct motion, Mars left Cancer for Leo way 

back on 4th November, now reversing that movement and energy. It is 

much more comfortable in Leo, being a Fire sign and its masculine, 

action-oriented energy struggles a bit in watery, Moon and feminine-

ruled Cancer. It’s like a sprinter wanting to run but finding it has flippers 

on and has to wade across the sands and shallow waters. Continuing 

the beach theme, what it actually does in this sign, is to take a much 

more sideways, indirect route, mirroring the action of the symbol for 

Cancer, the crab. It will get there in the end, but don’t ever expect a 

direct route! It also has to acknowledge and soften its masculine 

energies and find a more empathetic and nurturing mode and reaction to 

situations.  

We have the last few days of the Nodes being on the Mars/Venus ruled 

axis of Aries (Mars’ home sign) and Libra, emphasising the need and 

opportunity to look at our own masculine/feminine internal balance. 

***** 
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Mercury changes signs on 8th, leaving freedom-loving, expansive and 

optimistic Sagittarius for organised, structured, forward planning and 

much more serious Capricorn, where the Sun is already established. 

Mercury, out of its shadow and progressing forwards at its usual, fast 

pace, is catching the Sun up and will only spend three weeks in this 

sign. With Pluto now in early Aquarius, both of these will meet and pass 

over Pluto this month; the Sun on 21st (after entering Aquarius on 20th) 

and then Mercury follows suit a few hours before the New Moon on 29th. 

This creates a significant sea-change to the energies of what becomes a 

regenerative New Moon when we can make a significant step forwards 

on our authentic pathway, stepping more into our Soul intentions, 

connecting more with our Soul and also the Divine spark within us. 

So these three weeks leading up to that are important and are 

preparation for stepping into that energy. Whilst Mercury in Capricorn 

can be more serious, practical and work-oriented, its skills can help us to 

put more routines into place, to find more self-discipline to carry those 

out regularly and repeatedly so that they become integrated into our 

everyday life and it is probably no coincidence that it is often said that 

we need to repeat a new action for 21 days for that to occur. 

From the Full Moon (13th) up to 29th we will also have an optimum time 

to spot and release shadows (see astrology for the Full Moon) and by 

observing our thought processes, how they help and hinder us, we can 

better harness the positive nature of the current energies. 

Having entered Capricorn, it will almost immediately connect with the 

Nodes which will show us an old, ingrained karmic pattern of thought, 

belief or communication and then it will move onto a more niggly 

connection with Pluto on 9th which it will meet in Aquarius on 29th. Also 

on 9th the Sun has a testing square with Chiron and all of these will stir 

the pot up to show us what needs clearing and empower us to do so.  

*** 
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Probably the most significant astrological change of the month is that of 

the Nodes on 12th as they change their South/North axis from 

Libra/.Aries to Virgo/Pisces. They change signs every 18 months and 

their naturally, mainly retrograde motion starts them at the end of a sign 

back to the beginning and also naturally means that they regularly meet 

with all the other planets when they are direct. The Aries/Libra axis, ruled 

by Mars and Venus has highlighted masculine and feminine, yin and 

yang energies, both personally and in the collective. Whatever sign they 

appear to be in (they are points related to the Sun and Moon rather than 

planets), they are always absolutely opposite each other and therefore 

naturally show us contrast and duality.  

The South Node represents old, ingrained patterns of response, karmic 

patterns that we can fall back into and the North, in the opposite sign, 

represents the characteristics, the energies, the alternative responses 

that we are wanting, on a Soul level to embrace. Often, once we break 

out of a pattern it is quite common for us to go to the opposite extreme 

before we find the wisdom in the old experiences and blend the two 

energies in the middle. An example of this would be someone who is 

afraid of speaking up and when they finally step into that power, they 

have no filter and say everything that comes into their heads! Learning 

that just because you can, doesn’t mean that you should, when best to 

speak and when best to keep ones thoughts to oneself and embracing 

kindness and compassion ,is the next stage of this self-empowerment.  

The Nodes for the next 18 months will have the South Node in detail-

oriented, critical and service-oriented Virgo and the North Node in 

romantic, idealistic and spiritual Pisces which is where we can embrace 

being of Higher, spiritual service, rather than mundane.  

Look out for these energies arising from now onwards. 

*** 
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Feel the spark of illumination and inspiration and let it dissolve the 

shadows and darkness that are stopping you being your 

True, Authentic Self. 

 

Q - When is a Full Moon not like a Full Moon? 

A - When it’s like a New Moon! 

OK, I wouldn’t win any comedy awards, but sometimes we do get either 

Full or New Moons that almost feel like the other, and it is usually a sign 

that there are big energies around and big potential. Maybe we need a 

bit of extra releasing, maybe we need to not just release the old but also 

have one eye on the future, maybe we need to release, have an eye on 

the future and begin to work towards it too? And that last suggestion is 

what I am feeling with this Full Moon, (13th), as there are a couple of 

things associated with it that would also align with a New Moon.  

Firstly, the Nodes, major karmic indicators in the chart, changed signs 

the day before, so that is a big tidal change – we are definitely focusing 

on new or different areas for the next 18 months. The second indicator is 

a fantastic trine between the Sun and retrograde Uranus which is exact 

a few hours before the Full Moon. Uranus will be going direct on 30th, the 

day after the New Moon so it feels strongly linked to both and in that 

later chart it sits midway between Mars and Venus, the masculine and 

feminine archetypes of the chart and also the rulers of the two signs 

(Aries and Libra) that the Nodes have just come out of!  
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Uranus is the revolutionary planet of change and when direct and at full 

throttle, brings a kick-ass energy that is going to shake up any area that 

needs it. I often say that Uranus will get us to where we need to be, and 

if we resist change and opportunities presented along the path to make 

needed change, like a tornado, it will come along, pick us up and put us 

down in another place, and then we have to sort out the carnage 

afterwards! With Uranus currently retrograde, this shouldn’t have that 

strong a kick to it, unless we have been really, really resisting 

something…… 

This is more of a helpful energy, one that we should be able to work with 

but we do need to spot the spark of illumination, of hope, of enthusiasm, 

of inspiration that it can bring which will show us a way forward that we 

probably hadn’t envisioned before. It awakens us to new possibilities, 

ideas that wouldn’t even have been on our radar before. It can dislodge 

us from ingrained comfort zones that are holding us back from stepping 

into our authentic self, our Soul potential and Soul purpose and 

empower us. 

If we grab that spark, that light with both hands, it will fill us with renewed 

hope for the future, chase away the shadows and darkness. They are 

there but we need to not just focus on them, this Full Moon is not just 

about releasing, it is also about seeing the potential on the horizon, the 

new beginnings that are possible and let that excitement fuel the 

changes that we want to make.  

Find that spark, look for it, seek it in nature, in signs from Spirit, in your 

heart, and let it lead you forwards. 

*** 

With Pluto now finally established in Aquarius, after dipping in and out of 

it over the last two years, any planet connecting and especially joining it 

in that sign, holds extra weight and significance. This is the new order, 

the future, the way forward, and the Sun will enter Aquarius on 19th and 

then meets Pluto on 21st.  

Before it does, the Sun has connections to retrograde Mars on 16th, 

Neptune on 17th and the Nodes on 18th and these feel as if they are part 

of the process of clearing and releasing from the Full Moon on 13th, and 

preparing us to be able to fully embrace the Aquarian energies. Uranus, 

Aquarius’s ruler was active both at that Full Moon and the upcoming 



8 
 

New Moon and there are undoubtedly some potent energies to tap into, 

if we wish.  

The Sun’s connection to Mars is a testing opposition, with Mars 

retrograde too, which usually dampens the energy, internalises it, shows 

us how and why we might be unmotivated, inactive, unable to move 

forward. This can bring frustration with it and old, often unexpressed 

anger can surface, indicating something that needs healing and/or 

releasing. Forgiveness, of the self as well as others, might be needed, 

and that is part of what Neptune can bring us on 17th.  

This is one of those connections that we have to tap into, forgiveness 

isn’t going to just happen, we have to first of all want to find it, then we 

have to actively work towards it. This connection can also help to blend 

the mundane and spiritual and to ground any idealism that is lurking and 

give us the spiritual perspective on our everyday challenges. Again this 

is something that we need to engage with, it is not just going to happen, 

nor is it likely to be instant, but slow, steady steps forward can be taken 

towards understanding and healing. 

The best of these three connections of the Sun comes on 18th as the 

Sun is reaching the last degree of Capricorn and is a very helpful 

connection to the Nodes which are newly in the signs of Virgo and 

Pisces.  

In particular, look for old energies around being of service, of always 

giving energy out, doing for others and neglecting the self. Can you say 

‘No’?  

Worrying, health and an overactive nervous system through taking on 

too much, being a perfectionist and being too much in the brain, are 

other old habits that might need looking into. Take note of what arises, 

as it is the first connection of the Sun to the Nodes in these signs and 

might give us indicators of the areas that they relate to our own karma. 

*** 
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The Sun enters Aquarius on 19th and this always has an air of 

excitement with its innovative ideas and out of the box thinking, 

especially after the structure, discipline and seriousness of Capricorn. 

This year, it has the added excitement of being the first time that the Sun 

is in this forward-thinking sign, since Pluto finally established itself there, 

after spending two years dipping to and fro from Capricorn. 

Pluto in Aquarius is the evolutionary driver for the next 20 years. This is 

now most definitely the age of Aquarius and marks the major growth 

stage of our ascension path. Also on the collective level, Aquarius and its 

ruler, Uranus, are associated with science and technology and AI is one 

of the things that has come really to the fore and will be very noticeable 

in our lives. 

It was no mistake, nor laziness that I used the meme from my 2023 

workshop, indicating the major theme of that year, again for this year. 

Authenticity, a blank canvas to paint your own unique colours, reflected 

Pluto’s first ingress into Aquarius that year and the beginning of that 

process of really finding ourselves, our authentic expression and gifts 

and sharing them with the world. 

So the last two years have been preparation. We had to dip back into 

Capricorn to clear a lot of old energies, especially connected with 

authority, control, structure, childhood programming, customs etc. Whilst 

there is inevitably work still to be done, there are seeds that have been 

planted deep in the personal and collective unconscious and there is no 

going back to the old. Change will now happen faster and it will be 

easier and easier to step into our authenticity.  
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Join me on 19th in my online workshop, Goodbye ‘24, Welcome ‘25 to 

find out more about the astrology of the year and how best to navigate it.  

Back to the astrology of the day and very interestingly, as we enter this 

month of Aquarian energy, we have three planets interacting at 16°, 

Venus, Mercury and Saturn. Venus passes over Saturn whilst they both  

make a potentially helpful connection with Mercury, still in Capricorn. 

What I find extra interesting about these, is that Venus and Mercury are 

the two planets closest to the Sun, they are innately connected to it, and 

their cycle takes them, usually, no more than two signs ahead of the Sun 

before retrograding, passing back over it, going  maybe one sign behind 

the Sun, turning direct and then repeating their forward movement to 

pass back over the Sun again.  

When either is in front of the Sun, moving into the next sign, it almost 

feels as if they are scouting ahead, starting the ball rolling, doing the 

exploratory, planning work before the Sun arrives and the one behind is 

finishing the cycle, so this combination on 19th, show us Mercury behind 

the Sun with the structure and planning skills of Capricorn but also likely 

to be stuck in old patterns of thinking, following the rules rather than 

authentic thinking. And Venus, with Saturn, leading the trio in Pisces has 

a bit of a romantic, idealistic flavour but can connect us to the spiritual 

side of things, bring in spiritual guidance, help us to see how we can be 

of Higher service  and align us to our spiritual goals.  

*** 
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The waxing or waning half Moons mark the mid-way point between a 

Full and New Moon, so the Moon, having travelled on from the last major 

Moon phase, squares the Sun. Although the energy is usually relatively 

minor and fleeting, I include them as they can provide a test of whatever 

arose at the New or Full Moon or what we have implemented. However, 

this month’s waning half Moon, on 21st, has the added significance of 

including the annual meet up between the Sun and Pluto, which I have 

already said many times, is now finally established in Aquarius and any 

planet now meeting with Pluto does so for the first time in this 20 year 

Aquarian cycle of growth 

Mercury is also squaring Chiron, bringing old karma to our attention, 

either through the mind or communication whilst the Sun/Pluto 

conjunction gives us the best possible potential to blend the positive 

nature of both planets, to step into being more authentic than ever 

before, to embrace our uniqueness and to become empowered, rather 

than being disempowered or controlled. This can be a positively 

rebellious energy, one of, This is me.  

Unapologetically, no need for explanation, if people don’t like it, they can 

jog on, as the saying goes. Equally, we might find this year, that we let 

people and things go that we have held onto as connections to the past 

and who we were then, and they no longer fit in our future.  

One thing we do need to be aware of with this Aquarian nature is its 

characteristic of being unemotional, trusting the intellect and left-brain 
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rather than the emotions. Whilst this can give an enviable ability to be 

detached and objective, it can also avoid looking at emotions, 

particularly those most deeply felt and often, therefore, avoided. This half 

Moon is in deeply emotional Scorpio so there might be a conflict arising 

between the mind and the emotions, which ideally, we need to find a way 

to blend. 

Release old, limiting beliefs and believe in yourself and your ability to 

thrive, to be abundant in all areas of your life and to be able to stand tall 

and strong in your power. 

*** 

 

23rd January is the second day of the month where there are three 

planets at the same degree and therefore interacting. The first on 19th, 

had Venus meeting Saturn and Mercury connecting with that pairing and 

Mercury is part of this second trio and intriguingly, connects with the two 

remaining retrograde planets in the chart, Mars and Uranus, which will 

go direct on 30th, the day after the New Moon and rules the Sun’s current 

residence of Aquarius. Uranus played a key, positive role at the Full 

Moon  on 13th, and will be midway between Venus and Mars at that New 

Moon.  

Mercury’s connection with Mars is challenging whilst that to Uranus is 

very helpful, so this is where we need to put our focus and look for 

solutions to our discontent, annoyance, frustration, lack of forward 

motion and motivation. We can make a breakthrough and today might 
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simply be about identifying what needs changing and deciding what we 

are going to do about it. The ability to take the action will be strongest 

after the 30th, but at the very least, we can now plan and begin to put 

things in place. 

With all Uranus’s activity in the last two weeks before turning direct, it is 

obviously playing a key role in the current energies. The planet of 

evolutionary change, when retrograde it is encouraging internal change, 

for us to notice what isn’t working and does need changing or releasing. 

It encourages us to be authentic, innovative and to throw away 

convention and think outside of the box; What box? it is most likely to 

say. 

It is time to stop looking outside of ourselves, waiting for the miracle, the 

promotion, the lottery win, the future change that we think will make the 

difference.  

NOW is when we can make a difference and it is up to us to create the 

future we want.  

*** 

 

Venus and Mars, the feminine and masculine archetypes of the chart, 

have a lovely trine on 25th offering us the opportunity to express both our 

feminine and masculine natures well and in a balanced way. As I have 

already mentioned, retrograde Uranus is slowing and sits midway 
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between them and that adds to the possibility of some positive change 

and rebalancing.  

These two also represent peace and war and although Venus’s current 

position can make it idealistic and a bit naïve, Mars, being retrograde for 

another month is the one that needs the most revision.  

How well are we expressing our masculine side?  

What do we think of masculine energy? What do we think of men? 

How assertive are we? 

How confrontational or defensive are we? 

*** 

Mercury is very active 26th, 27th and 28th when it changes signs and 

finally enters Aquarius, meaning that it will meet with Pluto on 29th, just a 

few hours before the New Moon and this feels hugely significant, 

indicating a big change in our thoughts, beliefs and communication. 

Before that it has a potentially helpful connection to Neptune on 26th 

when Venus and almost stationary Uranus also connect and then it has 

a lovely connection to the Nodes on 27th, reaches 29° of Capricorn and 

then enters Aquarius very early on 28th.  

This feels very much like a broom sweeping clean, some decluttering, 

spring cleaning and clearing the way for the new to come in. Look out for 

old thought patterns and beliefs that are holding you back, that you know 

are outdated and need changing. Or it might be old communication 

patterns and all of these can be inherited from childhood, what we were 

told was the way to be, to behave, to present ourselves, who we ‘should’ 

associate with, who we shouldn’t, who were the good guys and who 

were the bad.  

Notice the difference when Mercury enters Aquarius and feel the 

potential for shift and taking charge of your own thoughts when it meets 

with Pluto. These are powerful energies that are going to add to those of 

the New Moon. The dark of the Moon is also on 29th, so we might go to 

the darker, more negative thoughts first but we can find the ladder and 

the light to climb out and be enthusiastic about the future, what we can 

change and what we can achieve for ourselves and in Higher service.  

 

*** 
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This is a powerful New Moon, with energies of regeneration and rebirth 

that the Full Moon on 13th started preparing us for. If you have read the 

astrology from 13th up to this point, you will already have a sense of the 

clearing and preparation that has been possible and how we are being 

oriented towards looking forwards and taking control of our future. 

This strong sense of rebirth and regeneration acts like a springboard. 

There will be challenges in the year and we will be tested to see if we 

are truly ready to step into our authenticity and power. These are part of 

the energies of Lady Master Portia as challenger on the way, as patron 

of this nine year. So, the stronger we step forward now and get the 

wheels in motion, the more steps we take along our new pathway, the 

more grounded, centred and integrated with that we will be. We will be 

more convinced within ourselves that this is the right path, that we can 

do it, that it is the right way and that we are needed. The stronger we 

can make that now, the more rooted we will be when challenges arise 

and the more resilient we will be to challenges. When we are convinced 

of something, when it truly resonates with us in our heart, mind and 

body, nothing nor anyone will knock us off or convince us otherwise. 

That is the energy that we now need to strive for. 

*** 

Cloudy winter days not only seem to make the darkness arrive at least 

half an hour earlier, a big deal when the days are so short, but they also 

increase the overall sense of greyness, of lack of colour, with few 
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flowers, if any, to be seen in the hedgerows with a lack of greens which 

are replaced by the browns and greys of the bare branches. Late in the 

afternoon is not the best time of the day for a walk at this time of year 

although sunsets can be deeply colourful. 

Recently on one such walk, I spotted some deep orange just above the 

horizon as the Sun slid to bed for the night. It was at a place where we 

would turn left and go up a steep hill and sometimes this meant that the 

Sun would appear set on the lower path but we could see a part of it 

once we had climbed and this always makes me think of my first ever 

visit to Egypt, on a boat on the Nile, leaning against the railings on the 

deck, we watched the Sun go down….. 

 

but the horizon changed, the hills sloped downwards as we continued on 

the waters and the Sun appeared to miraculously rise again! What a 

symbolism for my first (re)connection with the energies of this very 

special place.  
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The Sun reborn over the Nile © Terrie Celest 

Back to Cornwall, I was a bit too late on this day however, and no 

miraculous rebirth of the Sun was visible at the top of the hill but as I 

leaned on a gate, one of my favourite stopping and vantage points, I was 

able to catch the final colour, a vibrant orange which brightened the 

otherwise dull skies.  
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This large field offers a broad horizon and I always check out the clouds 

as the dragons seem to accumulate over the distant hills and as I turned 

to the left I saw the most intriguing formation of mist in the valley, almost 

like smoke, but with no movement and it seemed to swoop and point to 

the right, rising above the land and opening out into a forked Y shape.  

 

Very mystical! 

I leant on the gate for some while, surveying the landscape, the contrast 

of clarity with verdant grass being grazed by sheep, merging into the 

mists with the blues, greys and whites of the clouds. The light was 

dimming more and more and I was again surprised as I reluctantly 

prised myself away and turned to continue homewards. Why were the 

hedges ahead splashed with light patches? Reflecting the receding light, 
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they really stood out. I was initially a little puzzled, trying to recall if this 

was just a trick of the light or something had changed since last I was 

here, and gradually the light dawned in my own brain that the hedge had 

been cut again, and the exposed flesh of the roughly hacked wood was 

light and reflective and contrasted greatly with the uncut wood. The now 

unnaturally straight top line seemed even more odd when you spotted 

that they had obviously only cut from this side, and the natural, higher 

growth behind could be seen, rising above.  

 

I actually can have a physical reaction when I see hedges cut this way or 

trees cut down. I know the equipment the farmers have to use but it 

always looks hacked, painfully torn rather than the straight cut you would 

get if you were cutting more mindfully and sympathetically by hand. I can 

feel the shock of the unsuspecting plants as they experience this brutal, 

noisy, machine desecrating them. I recall the physical shock of 

landscapes where I have seen and felt this man-made interference with 

nature. Unexpectedly finding masses of trees cut down in familiar woods 

for example, awoke me to the change of energies and how at odds big 

machinery and man’s unsympathetic to the environment nature can be 

and feel. 

 

This was the point at which I first stopped writing the draft of this ‘story’. 

It was unfinished and when I proofread the above, I was unsure how to 

end it. I was trying to recall what drew me to the picture of the hedge and 
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how I saw that linking in with the New Moon? And why was that 

inspiration now proving elusive? Did I get it wrong? 

Lots of questions and I deliberately pondered on them so that they were 

fresh in my mind as I felt my upcoming walk would bring me some clarity. 

Which direction to go today? I settled on one that I have been avoiding 

as it gets so muddy at this time of year but it has a short, safe area 

where I can let Izzy off of the lead. 

Five minutes into our walk, I laughed at myself as I realised that I had 

pictured in my mind the area where I could let Izzy have a run and which 

direction to head off in without realising that further along that route was 

this exact same area - I was retracing the route I had written about and 

just reread to myself! Oh well, this will be interesting, I thought. Will the 

Sun be reborn, will there be a fantastic sunset, dragons in the clouds or 

any signs as to whether I am on the right track? Or maybe it will be just a 

pleasant but quite ordinary and uneventful walk? 

It had been a reasonably dry day and the almost Full Moon was clearly 

visible against the blue of the sky and that got me excited as on my 

other side, the Sun had not yet set, so they were both visible at the 

same time. Could I get them both in a picture? It would have to be 

panoramic but when I got onto the higher ground, it might be possible 

and I mentally crossed my fingers.  

As we came up the lane, heading towards the gate and field where I like 

to stop and peruse the scenery, there was the Full Moon, as if leading 

the way! Definitely a confirmation. By the gate, it was now directly over 

the hedge that I had included in the picture, and the light now really 

highlighted the cut top of it, although the photo adjusted the contrast and 

it isn’t so obvious. Leaning on the gate the sunset glowed above the 

horizon, gorgeous yellow and orange, some peach colours above and 

this continued around to the left, much further so than I had seen it 

before and the ripples of clouds seemed to emanate out from that point, 

as if coming towards me. 

Can I get the pano? 
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Yes, I managed it but it does mess with my brain as in the photo you see 

a lane to either side whereas in fact I was stood in the middle of it and it 

was continuous, not broken into two parts. So in this I can see the path 

behind me and that in front at the same time……. 

And I laughed at myself again. This had happened before and I think I 

even shared it with you too. Busy focusing on the horizon, the view, the 

sunset etc, what didn’t I notice? Since my last visit something had been 

added …. A great big pile of the smelly stuff! Guess you can have the 

s**t and the beauty at the same time! And there’s nothing like a bit of 

organic fertiliser to make things grow! 

 

***** 
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Uranus turns direct on 30th leaving just Jupiter and Mars still retrograde 

and Jupiter is already beginning to slow, preparing to go direct itself on 

4th February, which will leave Mars as the solo retrograde from then until 

it turns direct on 24th February.  

All dates and times based on GMT 
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