The Common Thread

Chronicle
Upcoming Meeting: August 10, 6:00 PM

Quilts in the Park
Challenger Park, 17299 Lincoln Ave., Parker, CO (Map on page 3)

August 2020

Common Thread Quilt
Club exists to promote
quilting camaraderie in
the Parker area through
programs, sharing of
skills and community
service projects

BRING QUILTS THAT YOU
HAVE MADE THIS YEAR!
As we’ve passed the halfway mark of summer,
let’s meet as a whole group at Challenger Park,
Pavilion A. A detailed map and directions are to
be found on page 3. Parking is close by, and
there is plenty of room to hang quilts, sit at the
eight different long picnic tables or bring your
own chair with padding or a cushion for the
bench style seats. Please bring a mask!
Setup will be at 5:00, there will be clotheslines
strung from which to hang quilts, quilt tops,
smaller pieced items, and we’ll have some tables
and a small rack to hang smaller items. We’ll
start at 6:00, but allow time to get your items
displayed.

Don’t forget your house blocks/quilts/projects!
Feel free to bring a folding chair, drink, hat,
mask, other quilts to show, a new gadget you’ve
found, or any other idea or sewing related
discoveries you’ve made this year.
Zoom will be available for those who can’t
come. Mary W. will email the link this weekend.

Hillside Houses
Quilt Pattern
by
Craftsy

Year of the House Prizes

Suzanne Dern has donated several prizes for
drawings for those who have participated this
year in the Year of the House project. Anyone
who has made a quilt, quilt top, a block or
several, or any quilt/fabric related project
you’ve made this year with the House theme is
eligible for entry.
This doesn’t mean the project is over! Take your
time to finish up or extend your project as far as
it takes you. Make one or several! Keep this as a
special keepsake for an unusual and historical
year. Don’t forget those labels!

Common Thread Quilt Club meets the 2nd Monday of each month at the Parker Adventist Hospital, 6:30 PM
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Don’t Forget to Bring:
• Nametag
• Show and Tell (especially
house and paper pieced
quilts, summer quilts,
name tags)
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Looking Ahead . . .
Please Note: Due to the COVID-19 situation this year, the schedule
is subject to change from month to month as meeting rooms remain
closed or some open for our use.

l

August 10

LEADERSHIP:
Ethel Swartley, Moderator
and Membership Chair
ethelinexile@gmail.com
Jananne G, Treasurer
Garljr534@gmail.com
Kathy C, Programs and
Newsletter
skcur@earthlink.net

CTQC Meeting, Member Quilt Show,
House Project prizes, Challenger Park,
6:00 PM, Zoom available

September 14

TBD - Jeananne Wright (to be rescheduled)

October 10

Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum Tour
Onsite 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM, $10
entrance fee

October 12

TBD-Membership Renewal Month
(Jackie Vujcich’s Colorado Landscape
presentation has been moved to 2021)

Mary W.
sionnachm@yahoo.com
Heather J.
lonequilter@live.com

l

Leadership Meetings:

Lucille M.
ldhughes@live.com
Cynthia C.
cestkowc@comcast.net
Website: Ginny
ginnyj@ix.netcom.com
Photos, Hospital Bags
Jacqui S.
jacqui7773@comcast.net

September 3

5:30 PM

TBD

October 3

5:30 PM

TBD

Any members are welcome to attend leadership meetings. Check with
a person in the left column for more meeting details.

Website: http://commonthreadquiltclub.com/
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August Meeting

Outdoor Quilt
Show
CTQC is holding the August meeting in the park (Challenger Park in Parker at 17299 Lincoln
Ave.) at 6:00 PM on August 10. This is planned for the entire membership at Pavilion A, near
the soccer fields, closest to the King Soopers at Lincoln and Jordan. Parking is very close by, and
the pavilion is very roomy. It will be nice to see everyone in person again! (Zoom is available)
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Enlargement of
the west portion
of the Park.

—
ion A
Pavil
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LINCOLN ROAD — Enter from Challenger Park Rd, then connect with Recreation Drive

From Lincoln Rd. in Parker, enter the main entrance of Challenger Park and take Challenger Park Rd. to
Recreation Dr. Turn left, follow the road to Recreation Drive, turn right, take the first left, then the next left
into the parking lot by the soccer fields and Pavilions—farthest west pavilions in the park—Pavilion A. Best to
see GPS when entering from Lincoln Rd.
From Jordan Rd. in Parker, at the light at Recreation Dr. turn east and it will take you to the west side of the
park. Take the first right into the parking area near the pavilions (there are other pavilions in the park—be sure
to look for the pavilions farthest west and nearest the King Soopers). This is the easiest way to Pavilion A
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Looking Ahead
This fall a couple of programs are scheduled, depending on the availability of meeting spaces
and of the speakers. These are subject to change, but what we have planned is:
September 14

TBD - (Jeananne Wright will be rescheduled for 2021)

October 10
(Saturday)

Tour of the Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum, 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

November 9

TBD

December

Christmas Dinner? time and place TBD

($10 admission fee required)

Kate Colleran, Jeananne Wright and Jackie Vujcich were scheduled for 2020, but had to be canceled for
several reasons. We hope to reschedule them for 2021.

Quilting, Fiber Events and Exhibits
Colorado
Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum
https://www.rmqm.org/
The Quilt Museum is open to the public, with a
maximum of 10 visitors in the facility at a time.

RMQM’s 30th Anniversary Show
Eugenia Mitchell Solo Exhibit
October 17, 2020

South Dakota
https://hillcityarts.org/events/hill-city-quilt-show/

Hill City Quilt Show and Sale
September 13-14, 2020
Hill City, SD
For various fall events in the U.S. go to: https://festivalnet.com/
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Web Wanderings by Ethel Swartley

National Quilters Circle

www.nationalquilterscircle.com

If you want to gain confidence in basic techniques, or if you want to learn something new that
you’ve not tried before, the National Quilting Circle, which is a website for subscribers only, is
offering a rockin’ discount this month: $3 for a one-year premium membership, which usually
costs $59. You’ll need to be careful if you don’t want them to charge you $59 next year
automatically, but $3 gives you access this year to instructional videos on everything from color
design to bindings, free patterns, “Ask an Expert”, and much more. Many videos are
downloadable for later viewing, and they work on both a computer and a phone (read:
“portable so you can follow step by step while you sit at your sewing machine”). I admit I was
tempted to click “more info” because of the $3 price and when I got to the promo home page I
saw our longtime Colorado quilting friend Heather Thomas in one of the featured video stills.
You may say I’m an advertising sucker, but I actually do think $3 is a great deal.
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Common Thread 16th Anniversary
August 2020

In 2004, a couple of years after she moved to Parker from Orange County, CA, quilter Judi
Maxwell wasn’t finding a quilt group that met in evenings close to home, so she formed the
Common Thread Quilt Club in August of 2004 with several other interested quilters.
According to Sharon Braun, an original member, the first meeting was held in a home in the
outskirts of Parker. In the first couple of years a core group of women met monthly and came
up with in-house activities and had members lead meetings with projects, demos, game nights
and whatever else they could find to do. They operated on a shoestring budget with a petty cash
stash. Eventually, as they grew and wanted to bring in speakers to do programs from time to
time, they had to incorporate with the state with non-profit status to be able to get a free business
account. Dues started at $15/year. Each year, membership and dues are renewed in October.
The club met in various places over the years, with the preferred longterm location being the
Parkglenn Fire Station, near the Air Test Station on Parkglenn in Parker. When the fire station
consolidated with another firehouse, the facility was sold and the club was on the hunt for a
place again, until the Parker Adventist Hospital became home. However, the club has met in
smaller local fire station meeting rooms, the Parker Schoolhouse, and a quilt shop a time or two.
Now we can say we’ve met in parks.
Common Thread has seen many speakers and programs in the past 16 years with speakers from
very close by, from the Denver area, from the Colorado plains, Boulder, Monument, Longmont,
Fort Collins, Steamboat Springs,South Dakota and California. Subjects they have covered
include quilt history, digital quilts, applique, art quilts, heirloom quilts, utility quilts, quilt
techniques, and have veered off subject somewhat with programs on buttons, hats, costumes
(Mary Walker--twice!), and even a panel of spouses talking about living with a quilter in the
house (two husbands were also quilters). Members’ Showcase has been an ongoing program
every couple of years.
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Projects have included paint chips, a Round Robin, a couple of mystery quilts, the year of
Embys challenges, the poster challenge (with some high quality results!), and many ongoing
charity projects, with the hospital bags and Christmas stockings the most longterm. The club
has held silent auctions, a live auction (so much fun!), a carnival, some game nights in the early
years (remember Quilters’ Bingo?), quilt appraisals and Documentation Day (with CQC and
Mary Walker).
From those early years, Sharon Braun, Heather John, Jane Emerson, Diane Zirin, Mary
Walker and Ethel Swartley are still members. Ginny Jaranowski has been a member off and
on since the early days, and while she no longer attends, she does keep up our website. Judi
Maxwell was a longtime member and still lives in the area, but no longer attends events in the
evenings.
Judi designed the logo for the club and made the basic banner for Common Thread that is on
the door at the meetings. In 2014, and a sidebar was added for the 10 year anniversary with
the names of members at that time. Judi formed a small stitching/art quilt group in 2008 or
2009 as a creative outlet for her and like minded quilters. This group is still going (with a break
during the pandemic year) and is called Embys (for embellishers). She arranged various local
exhibits at the Schoolhouse in downtown Parker, at the Parker Library, and a time at the
Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum offices. These exhibits involved both Embys and the
Common Thread group at different times.
In 2013, members put together a President’s Quilt for Judi when she said she was going to step
down as President, program director and all around creative director for CTQC. We made a
red and white quilt using various shades of red using numerous patterns from the Dear Jane
quilt and presented it to her in 2014 at her 10 year anniversary with the club.
Some other trivia: The club has seen numerous members with the names Judi/Judy, Sharon,
Heather (may have been the most numerous at one time), and Jacque/Jackie/Jacqui. And how
can we forget the Donnas? As a whole, members come from all over the spectrum regarding
experience and interests—fast quilts, small quilts, large quilts, handwork, heirloom quilts,
modern/contemporary quilts, traditional quilts, and more!,

but we can all say we love quilts!

Show and Tell
The Aurora Park attracts numerous
Common Thread ladies as they get together
and share their newest quilts!

Cindy Wyckoff:
From one of the

Turning Twenty books
A great way to showcase
favorite fabrics

From Diane Zirin:
Zebra French Braid, just
finished. Size: about 30".
Started ~2009. Quilting
in center follows the
zebra's stripes

Ethel shares photos of creations
for her Maine farmhouse,
where she’s spending part of
the summer.
Left: A placemat
Below: She works on her
Featherweight to finish up some
curtains
Next page: Blackberry Bear
from the collage class in 2019
(and a quilt hanger from a
previous Silent Auction at
CTQC)

Jacqui Snow is our Resident Collage and Bag expert (see next pages also)

More from Jacqui Snow

A final bag from Jacqui

And a photo from her porch to make you
smile:

