The CommonThread

Chronicle
Upcoming Meeting: February 8, 6:00 PM

Margaret Willingham:
Reverse Applique, Revealing Beauty
In-Person + Zoom

February 2021

Common Thread Quilt
Club exists to promote
quilting camaraderie in
the Parker area through
programs, sharing of
skills and community
service projects

MEETING AT PARKER LIBRARY,
FIRST FLOOR MEETING ROOM
Greetings during this month of February of a new year!
The club will meet again in person at the Parker Library
on Monday, Feb. 8 at 6:00 PM in a main floor meeting
room, toward the back from the front entrance.
You will also be able to participate by zoom, with a link
provided in an email the weekend before the meeting.
For those of you unfamiliar with club emails, watch for
emails beginning with “CTQC”.
This month, Margaret Willingham, of Eye of the
Beholder Designs, will “visit” us from the town of
Milliken, CO, where she resides. Her program is called
“Reverse Applique, Revealing Beauty”. This will be a
trunk show of her designs (she is a pattern designer),
plus a demo of her machine technique for doing reverse
applique. Her patterns are also suitable for hand
applique.
We’ll also talk a little more about the Landscape theme
we’ve chosen for 2021. See more about this project a
little later in this newsletter and each month in 2021.
Don’t forget Show and Tell! Remember Valentine and
winter themes. All quilt and hand projects welcome.
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Common Thread Quilt Club meets the 2nd Monday of each month at the Parker Library at 6:00 (zoom available)
________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Common Thread Chronicle

Don’t Forget to Bring:
• Nametag
• Mask
• Show and Tell
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Looking Ahead . . .
Please Note: Due to the COVID-19 situation this year, the schedule is
subject to change from month to month. Check CTQC emails and website
for updates on meetings and locations.

l

February 8

Eye of the Beholder, Margaret Willingham
Reverse Applique, Revealing Beauty
6:00 PM at the Parker Library, ground floor
meeting room, Zoom available

LEADERSHIP:
Ethel Swartley, Moderator
and Membership Chair
ethelinexile@gmail.com

March 8

Program TBD, 6:00-8:00 at the Parker Library
Zoom Available

Jananne G, Treasurer
Garljr534@gmail.com

April 12

Program TBD, 6:00-8:00 at the Parker Library
Zoom Available

May 10

Program and Location TBD

Kathy C, Programs and
Newsletter
skcur@earthlink.net
Suzanne D.
dernsuzanne@gmail.com

l

Mary W.
sionnachm@yahoo.com

Leadership Meetings:

Heather J.
lonequilter@live.com

March 4

5:30 PM, Zoom

April 1

5:30 PM, Zoom

Lucille M.
ldhughes@live.com
Cynthia C.
cestkowc@comcast.net
Website: Ginny
ginnyj@ix.netcom.com

Any member is welcome to attend leadership meetings. Check with a person
in the left column for more meeting details and for the zoom link. We
appreciate any of your ideas and input regarding programs and activities
of the club.

Website: http://commonthreadquiltclub.com/
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Eye of the Beholder
Quilt Design

Margaret Willingham
666
In Colorado, we are blessed to have had a rich heritage of quilters in the state over many decades.
While some resided here many years of their lives (Eugenia Mitchell, founder of the Rocky
Mountain Quilt Museum; Lynda Milligan and Nancy Smith, longtime owners of Great American
Quilt Factory and their pattern company, among others), often quilters move into the Front Range
of Colorado from other places and contribute ideas, designs and more to the quilting community.
Margaret Willingham moved here a number of years ago and has settled northeast of Denver in
the small town of Milliken. She will visit with us and share her reverse applique quilts and
techniques, as well as tell us more about her patterns. She teaches (in normal years) around the
region and the country and is a thorough, detailed teacher. Now she is doing presentations by
zoom with quilt groups, and teaching zoom classes with individuals and groups by zoom until the
health situation is safer.
She says she grew up in the
northeast U.S. with a heritage of
family antiques: furniture, china,
silver, linens, and hand made
quilts. Truly she came from a
family of creators! And these
have inspired her designs and her
desire to pass that inspiration to
other quilters.
On her website she says: “Two
things inspire me with Eye of the
Beholder Quilt Designs: Creating things of beauty, and helping others to find their creative voice
while gaining the skills to make beautiful things. Behind me in all of this is God, the ultimate
creator of all beauty.” For more, see her website at: https://www.eobquiltdesign.com/home
Join us Monday for Common Thread’s regular meeting at 6:00 at the Parker Library or by zoom.
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Quilting, Fiber Events and Exhibits
Colorado
Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum
https://www.rmqm.org/
Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum’s
30th Anniversary Celebration
Continues

In the Main Gallery:
15th Quilt Nihon
Winning quilts from the 15th Quilt Nihon 2019 Japanese
Show makes it's debut in the United States at the RMQM

In the Northeast Gallery:
Viewpoints 9: WORDS
An international, invitational, fiber art group founded in
2012. Themes, posed by each artist, consider unique sources
of creative inspiration with members sharing their interpretations.
Both through April 17, 2021

Sunday at the Museum via Zoom
February 14th at 2:00 pm
Linda White - 36 Million motorcycles and me! Join Linda
as she talks about her tour of India's textile museums,
fabric shops and more.
Zoom Link: Click here
Did you miss the "Still Crazy for Crazy Quilts”
by Patty and Allen Brown?
If so, Click here to attend.
Access Passcode: ak8KY%yZ

For various festivals and events in the U.S. go to: https://festivalnet.com/
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Web Wanderings by Ethel Swartley

Bisa Butler

https://www.bisabutler.com

In my web wanderings this month, Black History Month, I don’t have one specific website to refer
you to, but I do have one specific artist. It is not often that quilters get written up in Vogue
magazine or have their work shown in museums like the Smithsonian or the Chicago Institute of
Art. However, Bisa Butler’s quilted portraits of African-Americans have appeared in all of these
places. Since we are working on landscape quilts this year, I especially noticed the simplicity (and
at the same time, complexity) of Bisa Butler’s indoor landscapes. She basically takes two pieces of
fabrics with bold, complex patterns, sews them together with a straight seam, and then places
them behind a collage of other fabrics that make up her portraits of people. She uses bright reds,
greens, blues, and purples to depict the faces of “people of color” and the results are dramatically
expressive and realistic even as they are whimsical. Do a Google search for Bisa Butler, and you
will see what I mean. If you find the Vogue article, you’ll be able to read the story of how Butler
went from being a fine arts painter to a quilter, all to escape the harsh chemicals of paint as a
mother with young children in the house. This is something we can all appreciate as we are
staying home more during COVID-19: quilting is creative, comforting and non-toxic!
Vogue Magazine link: https://www.vogue.com/article/bisa-butler-artist-interview
Claire Oliver Gallery link: https://www.claireoliver.com/artists/bisa-butler/
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2021 Theme: Landscape
In the past few years, Common Thread quilters have done a
common project, theme, or pattern to work on in the new
year. This year the theme “Landscape” has been chosen. At
the January zoom meeting, attenders discussed the idea and a
video was shown with a technique to make a simple small
landscape quilt.
We’ll talk more about parameters (if the group wants to have
some guidelines) at the February and/or March meetings. It has been suggested that we try some
new techniques, with a demo from time to time.
A number of you were not able to attend the zoom meeting in January, but the link for the
landscape technique shown that night is about 17 minutes long. The link is here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRP3qks0z60
It is probably one of the simplest ways to make a landscape, and can be modified in any number
of ways. Layer fabrics and choose a gentle wavy edge, turn back each top edge and sew the layers
down to a base layer. Do this technique for the sky, hills and/or mountains,/lakes/ocean, and
foreground (land, beach, etc.). Add some simple trees, boats, birds, buildings, etc. to define and give
the scene a little more flavor. Try a desert scene with oranges, pinks and purples in the sky. Add a
saguaro cactus in the foreground, or a coyote. You get the idea. See Carol’s tree quilt on the Show
and Tell pages—trees are always a nice addition to a scene.
For those of us very traditional quilters who usually don’t try a technique outside our
comfort zone, think about traditional blocks that might fit the theme. How about Delectable
Mountain, Grandmother’s Flower Garden, Pine Tree or Tree of Life, Goose in the Pond, or any
number of flower blocks. Get creative with your blocks.
Consider:
1) Try the technique with layered fabrics. Start small. Use fusible if you’re more comfortable
with that technique.
2) Try a landscape pattern. There are many out there from various designers. Consider
McKenna Ryan patterns (she has many newer patterns that aren’t so complicated), try a
Colorado scene by Jackie Vujcich https://coloradocreationsquilting.com She also has
various fabrics on her website suitable for landscapes, and laser cut animals.
3) Consider a technique such as collage, paper piecing, or fusible applique for your design.
4) Try using batiks, tone on tones, hand dyed fabrics, or try fabric paint on white fabric to
create your own fabric.
5) Laundry Basket Quilts has laser cut flowers: https://laundrybasketquilts.com/

Show and Tell

Jacqui S makes
many handbags

Lucille stays busy making children’s quilts for charity

Ethel Swartley showed us her quilt by zoom, but here it is in a photo.
She used alphabet blocks surrounded by scrappy 9-patch blocks

Sharon V uses up some
scraps for a creatively
designed quilt top

Below: Sharon made
potholders and hot
mats

From Sharon: National Quilters Circle Quilting for a Cause challenge, donated
to Firehouse Quilts

Carol made a quilt for her niece as a
Christmas gift. She calls it “Seven Sisters”
(above)

Mary M shares her valentine quilt on a
stand

Donna shares her valentine
quilts, large and small
(and on the next pages)

Donna’s lovely redwork
Thanks for sharing, Donna!

The Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum is offering raffle tickets again this year for a
mountain/nature scene quilt. Ticket prices are as listed below, and I have a number of
tickets for those who would like to buy some. This goes to support the quilt museum.
They also list 24 tickets for $20.00.
Thanks,
~Kathy

