The Common Thread

Chronicle
May 2021

Upcoming Meeting:
Monday, May 10, 6:00-8:00 PM
ZOOM Only This Month

Common Thread Quilt
Club exists to promote
quilting camaraderie in the
Parker area through
programs, sharing of skills
and community service
projects

Springtime in the Rockies!
Journey into Pictorial Quilts
With Jackie Vujcich
MEETING BY ZOOM ONLY IN MAY
You’ll recognize anew the phrase “Springtime in
the Rockies” when you see Jackie Vujcich’s quilts
and wall hangings in Monday’s program for
Common Thread.
Jackie Vujcich is the owner and pattern designer
for her company, Colorado Creations Quilting, an
online quilt shop based in the northwest metro
area. https://coloradocreationsquilting.com
Jackie will join us Monday by Zoom and will give
a mini trunk show and general overview of what
she offers on her website. She designs her mostly
Colorado patterns of landscapes, flora and fauna
and gives classes locally featuring several of these
patterns.
The website also carries fabrics, many of them
batiks, that are good for creating Colorado fabric
landscapes. And there are kits with all the fabric
you need for that particular design. She also
carries patterns of more traditional quilt designs.

She is offering a 10% discount on anything on
her website through May 31. Use the phrase
CTQC in the code box when checking out.

We hope to see you Monday
on Zoom, link to come.
No In Person Meeting
at the library this
month.

Common Thread Quilt Club Meets The 2nd Monday of the Month at the Parker Library at 6:00 PM (except May)
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Don’t Forget to Bring:
Nametag, Mask
Show and Tell:
Spring quilts, landscape
quilts, Irish Chain quilts, all
other quilts and fiber work
welcome

Looking Ahead . . .
Note for Summer 2021: June and/or July meeting may be relocated to
the Challenger Park in Parker. Watch for future communication as
plans solidify.

k
LEADERSHIP:
Ethel Swartley, Moderator
and Membership Chair

May 10

6:00

Zoom Only - Jackie Vujcich, Journey Into

Pictorial Quilts
June 14

6:00

TBD

July 12

6:00

CTQC Member Show + 2020 House Quilts

Ethelinexile@gmail.com

Jananne G, Treasurer
Garljr534@gmail.com

Kathy C, Programs and
Newsletter

August 9 6:00

skcur@earthlink.net

Dana Jones, former Quilter’s Newsletter Editor,
Trunk Show and Lecture: Quilt Blocks, Old and
New

Mary W.

k

sionnachm@yahoo.com

Suzanne D.
dernsuzanne@gmail.com

Heather J.
lonequilter@live.com

Lucille M.
ldhughes@live.com

Cynthia C.
cestkowc@comcast.net

Website: Ginny

Leadership Meetings:
June 3

5:30 PM

Zoom

July 1

5:30 PM

Zoom

August 5

5:30 PM

Zoom

Any members are welcome to attend leadership meetings. We meet
the first Thursday of the month at 5:30 PM by Zoom for the present
time.

ginnyj@ix.netcom.com

Website: CommonThreadQuiltClub.com
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Looking Ahead
May

Journey Into Pictoral Quilts with Jackie Vujcich of Colorado Quilting
Creations

No Meeting at the Parker Library, May only. This meeting will be by

June
July
August

Zoom
TBD

CTQC Member Show + 2020 House Quilts
Dana Jones, Quilt Blocks Old and New

k k k

Notes from April’s Meeting:
The video last month, Understanding Machine Needles and Threads by Dawn Cameron Dick had some
nuggets of interesting and useful tips regarding using needles and thread for piecing and quilting. This
is a lecture from the online version of 2020’s UK Festival of Quilts:
https://www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk/beyond-foq/lectures/dawn-cameron-dick-understandingmachine-needles-and-thread/
Some of the highlights for machine needles and thread:

Universal needles are not sharp enough for piecing or quilting and may leave a larger hole in your
fabrics. Instead, use a Sharp (Microtex recommended), which is a family of needles. It includes a jeans/
denim needle, quilting needle for quilting through thick layers; embroidery and metallic needles are
specialty needles and to be used for rayon thread and metallic thread respectively; topstitch needles are
good for decorative stitching or machine quilting; and the ballpoint, which is for knits.

Use a 130/75 needle. Brand name doesn’t matter. An 80/12 needle is fairly “medium” in thickness,
and is good for piecing cotton. The size of needle depends on the size or thickness of your thread.
Adjust size to match the project—use a larger needle (90/14) for quilting through layers.
Consider the brand, fiber and weight when choosing your thread. Aurifil, Mettler, Madeira,
Presencia, Superior and YLI are all good brands (alphabetized, not in order of significance). Thread
fibers fall into natural (cotton, rayon, silk) fibers and manmade fibers (polyester, monofiliment, nylon,
metallic). Most quilt teachers recommend using cotton thread with cotton fabric, except for special or
decorative stitching and quilting. Weight of thread is usually 50 wt. for piecing, 40 wt. for quilting, and
60 wt. or higher for hand applique. The higher the number, the finer the thread, opposite of needles.

The way that thread is wound on the spool makes a difference! Thread that is wound parallel on the
spool should sit upright on the machine spool. Aurifil and other threads that are wound in an “X”
pattern on the spool need to sit horizontally on the machine. If your machine spool is upright, use a
separate thread stand that allows the thread to unwind from the spool and “relax” the twist as it
unwraps from the spool.
There is much more detail on the video. One point was made by Suzie Dern: Platinum needles for
machines are made in Japan by a company called Organ and last 4-5 times longer than regular needles.
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Quilting, Fiber Events and Exhibits
Colorado
Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum

https://www.rmqm.org/
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Quilting, Fiber Events and Exhibits
Colorado
Quilt, Craft and Sewing Festival https://quiltcraftsew.com/denver.html
Arapahoe County Fairgrounds
25690 E. Quincy Ave. (3 miles east of E-470)
Aurora, CO
July 8-10, 2021

Smoky Hill Quilt Club Garage Sale
May 22, Smoky Hill United Methodist Church, 19491 E. Smoky Hill Rd, Aurora
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Web Wanderings by Ethel Swartley

Bernie Rowell Contemporary Art Quilts – http://www.bernierowell.com/
Just as songbirds seem to fly in no particular direction, this month I stumbled across the
work of Bernie Rowell, on her website which has not been updated since 2018. Despite this, it
is still worth taking a look at her lovely quilts, many of which use painted fabrics to create
birds’ nests and landscape scenes. Another series mixes fabrics with cast-off computer parts to
make exquisite geometric patterns in what Bernie called “altar pieces for the new religion of
technology.” I hesitate to say that technology is a religion, but we’ve certainly been dependent
on it this past year, and I admire people who can inspire me to think of it as something worthy
of creativity. Some unknown medical crisis caused Bernie Rowell to stop posting new quilts on
her website, but before that happened, she prophetically created a series called “Shields for
Healing”, making quilts for friends who struggled with breast cancer, mental health, reactions
to toxic environments, and memory loss. My favorite quilts on her website are the nature
scenes inspired by the Blue Ridge Mountains, perfectly appropriate browsing for this year
when we are celebrating Landscape Quilts.

Summer at CTQC
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Come June, the weather will be nicer, vaccines should be well
distributed throughout the community, and illness is generally less
prevalent anyway. As we make plans for June, July and August, we do have
reservations at the library for the upstairs meeting room near the escalator.
With nice weather, we’d like to hold one meeting outdoors at Challenger Park
as we did last year, but the month is still to be decided.

Member Quilt Show + 2020 House Quilts
Get those quilts ready to show this summer! We hardly had a chance to see anyone’s house quilts in
person where they show the best. What else would you like to show? Any landscape quilts are
welcome, too. We’ll let you know more about plans as they get firmed up. We’ll probably encourage
members to bring an appetizer to share also.

August: Dana Jones and her Quilt Block Trunk Show
In August, the meeting with Dana Jones will be held at the Parker Library Meeting Room. It is nice
and bright and should lend itself well to seeing her quilts. Not only was Dana an editor for Quilter’s
Newsletter Magazine, but she is an avid quilter herself. You may remember that she came about four
years ago to show Caohagan Island quilts as a way to promote the island’s quilt industry (all made by
hand). She has intensive knowledge of quilt blocks with her background, and will highlight many
traditional blocks, as well as how newer blocks are being created.
https://www.danajonesquilts.com
Dana has been teaching from time to time at
Holly’s Quilt Cabin and is about to teach a
quilt pattern by Elizabeth Hartman called
Patchwork City. This will be taught through
five sessions by zoom.
Contact Holly’s Quilt Cabin if interested.

Patchwork City
by
Elizabeth Hartman
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Online Festivals, Classes, Lectures
Some places and events to check out:
Vermont Quilt Festival has gone online this year. Classes and lectures are reasonably
priced, and a nominal $5 entrance fee will gain you access to exhibits and vendors.
Event dates: June 17-27, 2021
https://www.vqf.org/classes/index.cfm
Mancuso Quilt Shows has at least one upcoming online event.
Create DIY, An Online Textile Arts Festival, June 10-12, 2021
https://www.quiltfest.com
Quilters’ Affair, A Week of Creativity (hurry, classes are filling quickly)
July 5-9, 2021
https://quiltersaffair.com
There are so many other online events available. Start with your favorite quilt designer and
see if she is teaching online. Colorado Quilting Council has some excellent teachers this year
and workshops, all via Zoom. Check them out: https://www.coloradoquiltingcouncil.com/meetings
Also check museums, quilt shops and other quilting venues for online lectures (many are
free), classes (usually a smaller fee than in person classes and you can work on your project at
home), or YouTube videos of favorite quilters to see what is available.
Festival of Quilts (UK, 2020) This quilt festival had to go virtual last year and has
numerous lectures and videos available online (see “Explore and Learn”)
https://www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk
The International Quilt Museum, Lincoln, NE had online exhibits, lectures and more
https://www.internationalquiltmuseum.org
The Quilt Show has numerous free videos in the blog listings.
https://thequiltshow.com/blog
The Quilt Alliance has Textile Talks (free) with various people in the quilting world
https://quiltalliance.org/events/textile-talks/

Other Links of Interest:
Indigo is a versatile and beautiful dye, even on leather:
https://japan-forward.com/kimono-style-enter-a-world-of-blue/?mc_cid=bd68e84341&mc_eid=5e80df79f7

Fast, Fun and Funky Quilt Patterns:
https://www.beyondthereefpatterns.com/shop-etsy
Have you heard of Amy Gibson, former Denver resident, mom of five, and quilt pattern
designer? See this page for a “Twisted Irish Chain”, a free Craftsy Block of the
Month, and more. http://www.stitcherydickorydock.com/classes/
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Spotlight on Quilt Blocks ~

Irish Chain
For April’s meeting, we started a new segment during the program to spotlight quilt blocks that
have stood the test of time. Mary W. shared one of her early quilts, a green and white single Irish
Chain. This is probably the most traditional color combination of the Irish Chain quilt. Two color
quilts, a quilt with white and one color, become very graphic and rather stunning. As Mary
pointed out, the white centers between the “chains” become good places to showcase quilting
motifs.
The Irish Chain can be made with a 9-patch block. The trick is all in the arrangement of colors in
the stepping stone pattern chacteristic of the Irish Chain. By adding parallel diagonal “stepping
stones” or “chains”, a single Irish Chain can become a double (or triple or more) Irish Chain. See
the next page for origins of the block and other variations. The double Irish Chain is based on
two different blocks, both 25-patch (or 5 x 5 blocks). YouTube has numerous tutorials.
https://www.generations-quilt-patterns.com/free-quilt-block-patterns.html

The green and white quilt, above, is from “Quilts by Taylor”
The quilting is really showcased on these quilts.

Above—a double Irish Chain by “Amish Country
Quilts”
Right—the quilt on the bottom right is by “Stitched in
Color”
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Irish Chain Blocks, cont.
Regarding the history behind the name of the block, Barbara Brackman, longtime quilt
historian, says on her Civil War blog:

Like many other quilt pattern names, "Irish Chain" was a familiar phrase before becoming a pattern
name. An Irish Chain was a surveying tool, a chain used for linear measure. Each Irish Chain was
divided into 100 links with each link 10.08 inches. The whole chain measured 1,008 inches or 84 feet.
The earliest reference I've yet found for that name for a quilt design is in T.S. Arthur's 1849 story "The
Quilting Party" in which a character lamented that "young ladies of the present generation know little
of the mysteries of 'Irish chain...' "
This block (#2023 in BlockBase) was given the name Single Irish Chain by the Nancy Cabot quilt
columnist in the Chicago Tribune in 1933, but she was undoubtedly not the first to use that name for a
nine-patch variation.
From http://civilwarquilts.blogspot.com/2011/07/27-irish-chain.html

Colorful single Irish Chain by
Happy Quilting Melissa,
Above.
Another multi-color, multichain Irish Chain, above
right, is by J. Fincham

A close up of a quilt by Amy
Gibson of Stitchery Dickery
Dock, left. This is actually a
single Irish Chain, which she
is teaching on Craftsy.
More about Amy and her
pattern business can be
found on page 8.

Show and Tell

Jacqui S has made a number of placemats. These are reversible!
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This colorful display of Quilts of Valor is from a local ceremony. Quilts are by
Lucille.

How about this creative landscape by
Jacqui! She used a photo from an old
embroidery pattern and loosely based
her fabric piece on the photo.
She used some very clever fabrics to
create a Colorado scene.

Diane Z. has been busy
finishing up projects.
Left is a charm bag.
Below is a quilt called Racing

Flags, the 4th quilt she
pieced, May 2000. Freemotion quilted March 2021.

Diane Z. finished these quilts. Fractured spaceships (abpve). Squares are shifted

right and down to give this effect. She saw this method in a quilt magazine but can't
find it to give better reference.
Below is Pansy Park sampler. Started maybe 2002. Top finished April 2021.

More bags by Jacqui!

