The Common Thread
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August 2021

Upcoming Meeting:
Monday, August 9, 6:00-8:00 PM
At Parker Library, Upstairs Conference Room
Masks Requested**

Visitor Fee: $5

Common Thread Quilt
Club exists to promote
quilting camaraderie in the
Parker area through
programs, sharing of skills
and community service
projects

“Block Aid”
Trunk Show and Lecture by Dana Jones,
former Quilter’s Newsletter Magazine Editor
**The speaker requests that everyone wear masks
unless you’ve been fully vaccinated and/or have
been around unvaccinated people
Dana Jones is a local quilter, former quilt
magazine editor, teacher, author and lecturer
who previously spoke to Common Thread in
about 2017 with her Caohagan Island Quilts
presentation.

In Dana’s own words:
“From traditional blocks to modern blocks, from
repeated blocks to one-of-a-kind blocks, from
blocks everyone knows to those you’ve never
seen — quilters past and present (and likely
future) love blocks. Dana Jones’ “Block Aid”
trunk show will share quilts from a range of
quilting genres, including ones she’s designed
and ones designed by others and all constructed
with blocks. Perhaps you’ll be inspired to join
her by becoming a “blockhead” — newly
defined as a quilter entranced by the infinite
world of quilt blocks. Dana hopes you’ll come

away from this presentation proud to be a chip
off the old block of our quilting foremothers
and our quilting mentors and peers. Plan to
join Dana for this colorful trip around the
block.”

For more about Dana and her current website and
blog, see her bio on page 3.

Common Thread Quilt Club Meets The 2nd Monday of the Month at the Parker Library at 6:00 PM
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Looking Ahead . . .

Don’t Forget to Bring:
Nametag
Show and Tell:
Summer Quilts, any fiber
projects

August 9 6:00

Block Aid with Dana Jones, former
Quilter’s Newsletter Magazine editor
**Masks requested, please, unless you’ve been
fully vaccinated and not around unvaccinated
people

LEADERSHIP:
Sept. 13

Ethel Swartley, Moderator
mailto:Ethelinexile@gmail.com

4:45

Dinner Before the meeting, TBD

6:00

Jeananne Wright Trunk Show and Lecture,
A Century of Quilts: 1820 - 1920

Jananne G, Treasurer and
Membership
mailto:Garljr534@gmail.com

Oct. 11

6:00

Bobbi Maguire, Local Fabric Rep

k

Kathy C, Programs and
Newsletter, Website

Leadership Meetings:

mailto:skcur@earthlink.net

Mary W.
mailto:sionnachm@yahoo.com

Suzanne D.
mailto:dernsuzanne@gmail.com

Heather J.
mailto:lonequilter@live.com

September 2

5:30 PM

Zoom

October 7

5:30 PM

Zoom

Any members are welcome to attend leadership meetings. We meet
the first Thursday of the month at 5:30 PM by Zoom for the present
time. If you have suggestions or ideas, please let a leadership
member know (see left).

Would you like to do more for the club?

Lucille M.
mailto:ldhughes@live.com

Cynthia C.
mailto:cestkowc@comcast.net

Do you have an idea for the club? We’re always looking for more
ideas, particularly regarding the newsletter. We could use a person
who would do a review of quilt shops of those who have traveled, of
new tools, videos of techniques, anything that you enjoy seeing from
month to month. If you don’t want to do a monthly blurb, consider
sharing your latest info with Kathy (newsletter—see left column)

Website: CommonThreadQuiltClub.com

Page 3

Looking Ahead . . . to Late Summer and Beyond
August

“Block Aid” with Dana Jones, former Quilter’s Newsletter Magazine Editor

The meeting will be back at the Parker Library upstairs meeting room. Dana will bring a
trunk show and lecture using her extensive knowledge of quilt blocks, both old and new.
Bring your quilting friends—$5 fee
Dana E. Jones, artist, quiltmaker and journalist,
is author of Pagtinabangay: The Quilts and
Quiltmakers of Caohagan Island, which shares the
story of quiltmaking on a 13-acre island in the
central Philippines. Dana is a former editor of
Quilters Newsletter magazine and the Studio Art
Quilt Associates Journal. She has had articles and/
or pattern and block designs published in these
magazines as well as in The Quilt Life, Fons and
Porter’s Love of Quilting, McCall’s Quilting,
Quiltmaker, Quilts With Style and Quick Quilts
magazines.
She is a regular teacher at Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum and quilt shops in Centennial,
Pueblo, Estes Park and Delta, Colorado, and has spoken and taught at quilt guilds and shops
in Texas, Arizona, Florida, Illinois, New York, North Carolina, Washington and Kansas.
Her quilts have been exhibited at Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum and as part of the 2018
American Quilt Study Group traveling exhibition. She lives at 9,200 feet in the Rocky
Mountains in Gilpin County, Colorado, northwest of Denver.
For information, see www.danajonesquilts.com.

September

Jeananne Wright will be back to give a

trunk show of her fabulous and pristine antique quilts.
Jeananne is one of the best quilt historians in the region,
and she brings a lot of energy to her presentations.
This will be held at the Parker Library upstairs meeting
room.
Bring your quilting friends—$5 fee
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Quilting, Fiber Events and Exhibits
Colorado
Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum
https://www.rmqm.org/

Here Come the Judges Certified Judges Exhibit
Tobacco Silks Reimagined
July 19 - October 16, 2021
RMQM Trash to Treasures Garage Sale
Saturday, August 14, 9:00 to 2:00

Sunday at the Museum, Aug. 8 2:00 PM

Singing the Blues by Doris Goins 2013

See page 7 for more info and link

Foothills Art Center
https://www.foothillsartcenter.org

Susan Schmitt: Quilted Women
Through September 5

Jan R. Carson: Illuminated Works
Through October 10
Art by Susan Schmitt

Silver Threads Quilt Guild
https://silverthreadsguild.com
Creede/South Fork, CO

2021 Quilt Show:

“Quilting Through the Ages”
September 17-19, 2021
Left: Glacier Star by
Penny Snyder
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Other Quilt Events Along the Front Range
Quilters Trek (formerly “Row by Row”) “Pop of Color” 2021 Theme
https://quilterstrek.com
Starts June 21, Collect patterns and/or kits from participating shops as you travel
near or far

“Columbine”
available at
Holly’s Quilt Cabin

Rocky Mountain Shop Hop 2021
https://rockymtnshophop.com
Thursday, August 5 - Saturday, August 21
Participating shops from Denver to Pueblo
(Check ahead online or call
to make sure the shop you
visit is a participating shop)
2021 Theme:

“Colorado Favorites”
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Web Wanderings
by Ethel Swartley

Deborah Boschert

https://www.deborahsstudio.com/

We’ve all been oohing and aahing over Jacqui S’s collage quilts, and this month I came across
another quilter who does collages – these ones more folk-artsy than Jacqui’s. Deborah Boschert makes
her collages by “layering fabric, paint and stitch.” They are colorful and somehow both geometric and
organic. You may look at them and be inspired – “Hey, I bet I could do that!” She uses both machine
quilting and hand-stitching to add texture to her work, and she offers online workshops, a few books,
and even paid consulting if you would like to have another textile artist critique your work. Check out
her website and her gallery; there are two stunning collages of women that you won’t want to miss.
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Stocking Patterns
There will be Christmas stocking patterns at the
September meeting, particularly for those who were
not here last year and are unfamiliar with this popular
charity project. Each year, Parker Task Force requests
several hundred Christmas stockings, primarily for
children, to be made for their Christmas celebration
with underprivileged kids. Our final collection of
stockings for the season is at the November
Common Thread meeting.
Stockings are requested to be made primarily of
fabrics of interest to children—bold, bright, cheery
prints, and not necessarily holiday prints. They can be
made of children’s theme prints (cartoon characters, toys, and so many other prints out there),
and they can be made of quilter’s cottons or flannels. (Joann fabrics OK). Many are made with a
top cuff, often in white flannel or cotton batting.

Local Quilt Shop Changes Owners
Aurora’s Thread Loft, Hampden and Chambers, announced this summer that it would be
closing. Since then, they have found a buyer and are in the middle of making changes. Its not
good news when a local quilt shop decides to close, but in this case there will continue to be a
shop in the southeast area of Aurora. Call ahead before heading over there. Their hours will
fluctuate as they make the transition. 720-219-8417

Other Items of Interest
Shortcut Binding Tool Demo: (makes perfect bindings!)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3EmohISiec
Sunday at the Museum (RMQM), Aug. 8, 2:00 PM
A panel of The National Association of Certified Quilt Judges will discuss what it takes to be a
judge and what judges look for when judging quilts in local and national quilt shows. They will
also talk about their quilts in the current exhibit, Here Come the Judges.
https://www.rmqm.org Go to the link under Sunday at the Museum Via Zoom
Summer in the Garden Quilt Along, with Moda Fabrics Many fresh, summery blocks!
https://my.modafabrics.com/tags/summer-garden-qal
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Block Focus for July
We’ve been trying to reintroduce block pattern names at each meeting to refresh our collective
memories regarding traditional patterns. Last month a couple of blocks were mentioned, which
take the form of stars in the finished quilt top.
First is the Road to Oklahoma, a longtime beloved pattern taught at the now defunct Great
American Quilt Factory in Denver. They featured a scrappy quilt made up of this easy, traditional
block (no particular promotion of Oklahoma, just a lot of possibilities with this design). This had
been on my agenda for decades, but finally got motivated to make it in reds, whites and blues for
the Red-White-Blue challenge at the July meeting. (see Show and Tell, last pages)
While it looks good in a smaller size, its true potential shows up better in a larger quilt size
(which I’m working on). From the simple pattern, you’d not quite guess the star pattern that
emerges with “stepping stones” from star to star, all depending on how the colors are distributed
in the block.
Right: A Road to Oklahoma made up
of many scrap fabrics. Taken from the
blog:
kleinmeisjequilts.blogspot.com
Lights are distributed throughout the
blocks as in the diagram, below. This is
one of many ways of distributing color.

Above left: This is the basic Road to Oklahoma block taken from the website:
https://patchworksampler.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Road-to-Oklahoma.pdf

Page 9

Block Focus (cont.)

The other blocks mentioned are variations of the Sawtooth Star (also called the Variable Star).
One particular version is the Ohio Star, which is usually the same Variable Star set on point, with
an additional square set in the middle.
These are 8-pointed stars, but the center of the block is not made up of intersecting diamonds, as
with the traditional 8-Pointed Star block, see bottom of the page.
In more recent years, clever quilt makers have come up with various methods of making the
“flying geese“ blocks that make up the outer points of the Sawtooth Stars.

Sawtooth Star
https://quiltersplanner.com/sawtooth-star-block/

Ohio Star
http://www.quilt-lovers-guide.com/ohio-star-quilt-block.html#axzz72uUiD400

Traditional 8-Pointed Star

From All People Quilt:
https://www.allpeoplequilt.com/quilt-patterns/quilt-blocks/eight-pointed-star-quilt-block

Show and Tell

Jacqui’s Latest Bags!

Mini Harvest Time from Thimbleberries. About 40" square. Started 2004.
Mostly invisible ditch quilting, some extra in the leaves and pumpkins.
Free motion squiggle loops in the border. From Diane Zirin

July’s
Quilts in the
Park

Some of the backs
of quilts were pretty
interesting!

