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s Long, gabled rooflines give the home an unmistakable Mid Century Modern vibe. PVC pipes creatively cut on the front wall allow bits of the green shrubbery behind

them to peek through. Randi had the landscaping redone in front and back, replacing the original gravel with DG (decomposed granite) to mimic sand. “My husband
Allen added an abundance of desert landscaping and positioned lighting to accent plantings as well as the facade,” says Randi. The Saguaros were a fortunate Face-
book marketplace score; they got them for free. “Lucky find for us,” she says. “It took 8 men and a $1000 to move them, but still, such-a deal.”



The search for a second home in N 743
Palm Springs led a retired couple 7 ‘
to this respectfully renovated Krisel 7
with gorgeous views and all the = i ,
best of Mid Century Modern design. . !y AN =N
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FINDING THE PERFECT HOME can el iike

hitting the jackpot - especially when on the hunt
for a Mid Mod gem. For Randi Merel and her
husband Allen LeHew, this 1957 Krisel located in
Palm Springs was just what they were looking for.
Longtime fans of all things Mid Century Modern,
the retired couple own another MCM home in the
suburbs of Chicago. They visited Palm Springs on
a Mid Mod pilgrimage and immediately began the
hunt for a second home there. When they came
upon this home it was love at first sight. After
some time and work, they were able to purchase
the home and continue the loving updates that
had been started by the previous owners.
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top, left: The front patio greets visitors with a pop of color and cozy vibe. “We wanted a
lounge space where you could enjoy the Mountain View and sunset,” says Randi. “It’s a
great gathering space for guests.” Turf softens the concrete hardscapes here and through-
out the landscape design.

above, left: Randi carefully selected furniture to serve both style and function. “Since

our home is also used as a vacation rental, we were sensitive to the money spent on
furnishings,” says Randi. “Knowing that they needed to withstand excessive wear and
potential damage, we selected contemporary furniture that reflects the modern vibe.” A
mix of contemporary and vintage pieces, like the Noguchi coffee table, blend old and new
together without sacrificing the essence of Mid Century Modern design.

above, right: The living room and dining room flow seamlessly together while still main-
taining a soft distinction of spaces. Similar colors bring cohesion while careful placement
of lighting and furniture creates separate moments. “It was important to have definition
between the living and dining room while still having integration,” says Randi. “We were
able to expand the feel of the living room by using FLOR carpet squares since they could be
customized to any size that we wanted, maximizing our space.”
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FABULOUS FURNISHINGS
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Selecting the right pieces for your Mid Mod home doesn’t have to break the bank or require intensive searching for exquisite
vintage furniture. In fact, if you are planning to furnish a part-time living space and/or vacation rental, it makes more sense to
work smarter rather than harder. Randi Merel offers her tips for finding furniture that is both stylish and practical.

Think Durable. One of the fastest ways
to notice wear and tear is upholstery.
Randi suggests choosing sofas with
removable cushions and with both
sides finished just in case one side gets
damaged. “Choose the fabric wisely
with removable covers,” she says. Get
extra fabric when reupholstering in
case it needs to be repaired later on.

Buy New. Rather than spending lots of
time and money on purchasing authen-
tic vintage pieces, consider buying new
pieces made to look period. “There are
several stores that design and sell mid
mod style furniture, like CB2, Room and
Board and West Elm, to name a few,”
says Randi.

Fix It Up. On the other hand, if you're
able to spend time at flea markets or
search Facebook marketplace for vin-
tage pieces, Randi suggests looking for
case goods and seating and sprucing
them up. “With a little TLC you’ve got

a vintage piece with little investment,”
she says.
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The renovation work by Acme House
Company CEO Mike Flannery includes

a reimagined kitchen floorplan. “He
utilized space in the hallway to place the
ovens and additional cabinetry,” says
Randi. “Some HVAC was relocated to an
exterior closet which also allowed him
to install a stackable washer and dryer.”
Gorgeous blue glass tile is the same as
the tile that surrounds the pool, drawing
a connection between indoor and
outdoor spaces.
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WANTED: KRISEL

Passionate about Mid Century Modern design, Randi was on the board of a Chicago
MCM preservation group, and continues to be very active in coordinating neighborhood
tours and other events for Palm Springs’ Modernism week. “We love the clean lines,
the abundance of glass windows and the connection to nature in Mid Century Modern
design,” says Randi. “The sleek design of Mid Mod furniture speaks to us.”

When they toured this home during a Modernism Week event, they knew it was just
what they needed. “We were looking for an Alexander-built, William Krisel-designed home
that had clerestory windows, a view of the mountains and a clear site line from the front of
the house to the rear,” Randi says. “As you walk in the front door, you can see directly out
to the pool. Every room has a wall of glass and siding doors.”

However, the home which at the time was owned by Mike Flannery, CEO of Acme
House Company, was not for sale. Not only was it being used as a vacation rental, it was
in essence a flagship rental property for Acme. But she didn’t give up. In time and with
some charm, Randi and Allen were able to purchase the home for themselves to use part
of the year and rent out the rest of the year. “We were persistent,” Randi laughs.







