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Northwest Indian College students shoot for the
moon as they build a rocket for NASA
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An Abramoff whistle-blower has created
a law school scholarship for Mative students

BY GALE COUREY TOENSING
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Abramoff has established a full-
ride law school scholarship for Ameri-
can [ndian students and has called ix che
Tom C. H.udg\cn l}-m-prym-w:-wuk
Echics in Govermment Scholarship.

Tom Rodgers, president and chicf
executive ofhcer of Caryle Consalring
in Washingeon, [.C., is a lobbyise who
specializes in tribal issucs. ~Chser-paym-
son-grank” It explains, is Cree for "2 per-
sodi Wl owmns ;imu[f'— A CONCEPE thar
is ax the core of ethical behavior. Rodg-
e, a citizen of the Blackfect Mation and
an alemngs of the Universicy of Denver
Sturm College of Law, cstablished the
scholarship vo benefiv a Nazive law sto-
dent ar his alma mater. The idea is to ene
courage and train t'nc,:pl:imu| studenis
who already have a sense of ownin
themselves to develop the legal and z.clE
vocscy skills eo participace in the debaze
:urruundins Ful'ﬂic pulir:r and its cre-
arion-—with ethics as their guiding val-
we, Rodgers explains. One scholarshi
a year will be awarded. It will cover .\ﬁ
tuition foes, curr:nll:,- at 6480 . year,
and provide a stipend for living expens-
ex. The scholarship inchudes stipends for
an ih!cms]lil.r wil Rm[;un.': consultin
firm during the Arsc summer and Iq;:ﬁ
waork or reseanch of the student’s chodce
dlll’ilig the second summer. The total
u'liulan.hlp value is around $160,000
over three vears.

This scholarship is one of the few
positive outcomes of the Abramoff
scandal, which continuwes 1o reso-
nate in politics and the public con-
sciousness, Abramoff, who defravded
Amerlcan Indian nations of more than
$8Z millivn, pled guilcy in 2006 1o
charges of tax evasion, mail frand and
conspiracy and spent more than three
years in prison. In an only-in-America
suceess story, Abramoff. who was re-
leased in June 20010, is now makin
the rounds on TV ralk shows, a5 well
as visiving state legislatures and sev-
eral prestigious insticutions of higher
lnlming.. such as Harvard Law Schoal,
speaking as an “ethics gura” criticizing
cormuption in Washingron.

Rodgers received an echics award
from :E: University of Dienver for his
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role in bringing ro light Abramoff's
criminal actions beginning in 2000,
when rumors surfaced thar Abramoff
was charging client tribes many rimes
more than the average $10,000-a-
month lobbyist fees. and thar experi-
ence plaved Into his decision to create
hiks sc uhnl'liP. “When we're confront-
ed with a situation—a learning cxperi-
EMHE—Are VOu Just goimg e sy, "o,
that was interesting and then go our to
dinner and a movie? O are you going to
use the experience as a call-to-action 1o
AsnisE u!h:r:in]umingw!u: ix myesnt o
you and o them?® Rodgers says. "Out
of that expericnee [ bkearned that before
you act you should submir the could-
and-should question o yourself. Yoo
can do a lot of things, but should you
do them? Whether ic's legal is nor the
liewmus tese; whether i's ethical is”

Another factor rompting him o
create the :thulmtip is the high sui-
cide rare among Native youth. Rodg-
FS Sys hie could not |'|:||:| CONCIasTing
his youthful experience ro theirs. Asa
reenager, he wed o travel 60 miles with
a constrction crew from the Blackfeer
reservation in Glasgow, Montana, o
install sepric ranks on the Fore Peck
Assinibadne and Sioux reservation in
Pusalr.. Montana. The work was muﬂh
and dirry. " Let’s just say thar OSHA
wasn t stricely enforced on those con-
straction sites. | always said Lacer chat
it was 3 great expericnce for politics
to stand in a 12-toeot-by-four-feet hole
Ihd. I'IH.'\'C SI'II.E I.‘IIJI'I'IFIEd Oy e all dJ‘:
Rodgers jokes. “But then I read in the
local newspaper that there was a suicide
q.lid:mic on the Fort Peck reservarion.
and it just made me extremely emo-
tional because my memory of Poplar
and the rescrvation ix of blue skies and
green wheat fields and meadowlarks
and beautiful wildflowers and sage
and the train that ran along the h igt-
way and me and three orher Narive
American guys riding in the pickup at
six AuM, and back again at night. And
here were these youchs killing dhem-
sebves because of a lack of hoge and op-
portunity. | viewed my experience there
as liberating and it just broke my hear
thar these youth would be choosing a
different route”

“I DON'T THINK
YOU CAN
BE MORAL
WITHOUT
BEING
EMPATHETIC.”

Alrsromfl o ectrores atbers sw etfhics

Bur, Rodgers says. the greatest inspd-
ration in hif'iiﬂ:: is his mns::cr. Barl::ﬁ:
Adele Rodgers: "My mother never went
to college, bur she always loved to read
and alwavs had an incredible amount of
fl'l'll'lltl'l:u'. W'II'I.ITCVEI' \hc fﬂ{'l‘. ih: 'thl's
incredibly deeply. She gave thar gift wo
all of us kide, T don'e think you can ke
moral withowt bcir:s r:mlp.n.h::iu.' Rod-
EErs’s parents were marriod for 60 years,
and after his father passed in 2009, his
meather expressed two regrers in her life:
that she dEiId n't spend more cime with

her children and thar she never went to
m”l.'g-r. “I hecard that, and 1 choughe [
wanted &0 honor her” he recalls. So. in
addirion o che Tom C. Rodgers O-tee-
pavm-soo-wuk Ethics in Government
Scholarship, he has ser up the Barbara
Adele Rodgers Empathy Scholarship
aK EJH}K{W-‘ Hi: Schm:{. in Glasgow,
Montana, which he srrended.

“Ir will be needs-based. 1 JUSE WRINE [0
avail that person who doesn’s have the
financial resources o participace and
maks his or her life larger. 1611 prefer
ablg.' b somenne like my mocher who
reasds; it'll be dircered more roward a
liveramure majoe, [ wane it to reflect her
life, and I'm goving to have her interview
the applicancs and [ will voo.” Rodgers
says. [ he 1|.'|'Iu|=.rshi.p ix :tru::urefm
chicourage students to continne their
undergraduate studies for four years by
providing more moncy cach year. This
u'hr:u[zrshi.p will alsa be a fall-ride soard,
bust the amoune will differ depending on
which school the student astends and
what the local living coses are.

The high schoal is chrilled ar chis ex-
panded oppormunity for it studenes,
Bob Rennick, a guidance counselor,
wrote to thank Rodpers lasr fall: 1
know whaz people did for me oo allow
o e st a 1=
ing it forward. | work endlesly gr:.'iq{gf-,i
further the possibilitics of as many sou-
denes as 1 can. Your generosicy will help
that endeavor tremendously.”

Rodygers says he is happy 1o be in the
pasition to be able to provide the schol-
arship, °1 owe it all to roy mom.” he adds.

The Glasgow High School adminis-
cragion will publicize the Barbara Adele
Rodgers Empathy Scholarship ingernal-
Iy v ies students, who are the only onecs
eligible to received the grame. Bur Native
students from all over the country are
eligibde for the Tom C. Rodgers Ohree-
paymesoc-wuk Ethics in Government
Scholarship, and Rodgers hopes thae
many studenes will apply now during
the scholarship applicarion season. &

For informarion on how e apply for the
Timm l’h‘:ﬁx{ﬂn (?-rnwmﬁ{:d

Ethics in Governnzent Schalaribip g £
Lrﬂ'.l"ﬂ'ufﬂrﬂ' ﬂﬂdl ﬂiﬂl‘: on :Irl:'l‘-.l'l.ll." |I.Fldl..
Then click on “sebolarship imformasion,”
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