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daho’s rivers are popular fishing destinations,
offering some of the best salmon and steelhead
fishing in the West. Great fishing can also draw
a crowd, sometimes causing conflicts between
anglers. Some anglers are asking for new rules to
reduce conflicts, but more rules could also restrict
fishing opportunities.
We need your help to retain fishing opportunities
for all types of anglers, by reducing conflicts on
the river.
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By doing
simple things when fishing, you can
help minimize the conflict and maximize the fun!

Angler Etiquette

when Fishing Rivers with Others
1

Treat others the way you
want to be treated.

Talk to one another about
2 how to best fish together.
Be tolerant of people’s
3 mistakes and not knowing
generally accepted
fishing practices.
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Fishing with
the Crowd

Additional Tips
W

hen you don’t have the river to yourself, it’s
good to know commonly accepted practices
for fishing around others.

Someone fishing a spot first has priority.
If you come to a spot and someone is
already fishing there, respect their space and
ask how the two of you can best fish together.
Demand will dictate how close anglers fish
together. Anglers can expect to have space
when they are fishing. However, in high use
areas, anglers should expect less space. It may be
appropriate for someone to fish right next to you,
even if you are at a fishing hole first.
Fish the same way as others around
you. One person using a different fishing
method than those around them can foul up
fishing for everyone else.
Avoid low holing another angler. On rivers
anglers often fish in a downstream manner.
When someone is fishing a hole first—from
shore or in a boat—don’t fish downstream of the
angler without asking first. It’s called low holing
and is widely frowned upon. The right thing to
do is to start fishing upstream of them. If you are
unsure, ask!
When boat anglers encounter bank
anglers give the angler on shore room
to make their cast. Ask them how far down
they are fishing and don’t cast until you pass
downstream of it.
Boat anglers—don’t repeatedly fish past
a shore angler who was in a spot first
without asking.
Experienced anglers need to help educate
less experienced anglers. Take a moment
to share your knowledge on how to best fish
together in crowded areas. Everyone wins!

Boat Wakes

B

oat wakes are a source of conflict, but an even
greater safety concern. The bottom line is:
Every boater needs to be aware of their wakes.
Every angler needs to know how to be safe around
boat wakes.

Boaters—Know Your Wake
• If your boat wake can put somebody in danger,
disrupt someone’s fishing, or cause damage to
a boat or fishing gear—don’t leave a wake.
• Know how to leave the least amount of wake
when passing others. A boat traveling faster
‘up on step’ leaves a smaller wake than a boat
traveling slower, plowing through the water.
• Know how to throw your wake away from
other anglers. Do this by turning the stern away
from another angler.

Shore Anglers—Be Aware
• Be aware when fishing in shallow areas where
boats can’t slow down because of river
conditions. They may need to ‘stay on step’. If
you fish these areas, you will need to be more
tolerant of wakes from boats
• Be aware of where the boating lane is and
stand clear of the water when you hear boats
coming.

Watch our video
to learn more
about reducing
conflict on
Idaho’s rivers.
fishandgame.idaho.gov/fishing/etiquette

Keep our Rivers Clean

S

almon and steelhead anglers have been labeled
as messy. When you’re on the river, make the
choice not to leave fishing line, bait containers and
trash on our river banks. If you see someone else’s
trash, it’s easy to pick it up. Be one who helps keep
our rivers clean.

Thank you!
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Idaho Fish and Game adheres to all applicable state and federal laws and
regulations related to discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age, gender, disability or veteran’s status. If you feel you have been discriminated
against in any program, activity, or facility of Idaho Fish and Game, or if you
desire further information, please write to: Idaho Department of Fish and Game,
P.O. Box 25, Boise, ID 83707 OR U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division of
Federal Assistance, Mailstop: MBSP-4020, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Arlington,
VA 22203, Telephone: (703) 358-2156. This publication will be made available
in alternative formats upon request. Please contact the Department of Fish and
Game for assistance.
Costs associated with this publication are available from IDFG
in accordance with section 60-202, Idaho Code.
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