Early Americans Frowned On Christmas
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In rustic English the
glrait-lzoed  Puritans  of
the Massachuseits Hay
Coleny solemnly cullawed
thal el matcrious ol
satrilegous  celebratons,
Christmas.

“Far prevenling disor-
ders apsifg in seuerz)l
places withzn  ikis Juris-
diciion, By reason  of
sorne &l cbheArving such
flestiualls as were Supér-
slittously kept in  olher
counirye, 1o the  great
dithanpar of God & al-
fence  of olhers' the
Gienecal Court statgte of
1250 zead, il L therelare
ordeped by this court and
fhe aulhocity inepeof, Chab
whosgever shall be found
ohserving any ach day
as Chrislmas ar t&e ke,
either by forbearng la-
bwar, feasling o any
olher  way HHIa Y
such person so oHending
shall pay for euvery such
cilerce fiue shilings

1l

OUTLAWED in  Erg-
lard from 1HT in 188D
under Niver Cromwell,
Christmas fourd o Tei-

uge in  Mew England
Gev, Willkam  Bediord
wrale of ke Pilgrims’

rsl Afpencan Chrisbm:s
r LEdk: “Alunday, the
25th  day, we wenT an
share, some Lo fell sm-
Bom, EOME 1 saW, some
fo rive and mome e
CAITY; 50 N man reshed
all that day."

Spving  some  children

at play ¢n Chrislmas in
16, DBedlord confiscated

Bicentennial
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“The ecxirerme wipds,
rayme,  frost amed  spoaw
caused us bg keep Christ-
maz ameng the savages
WP We WErg [ever
more marrie nor fidde A
mgce plenty of good ays-
lors, figh,  flesh,  wikd
foole, and good bread por
ever had belsr dires in
England.’

COLONIAL . Puritans,
Baplists, Quakers asd
Preshylerians, fOnding oo
scriphizal  sametlon of
Christmas but plenly of
pagEn precedprl in fne
Decernber  sstummalins of

orme, SlEHdrﬂ.‘iti._'.' -
posed ils observance,
Though Lhe Masa

criusetts ban was repeal-
ed i 165L, ihe day was
net  [reely  observed in
New England. save al an
Anplican  =anclusty  in
Rhode Isiard, watii 1550

Homszn Lainelics
Lutherans, Crarmane ard
Critch disserlers ame 1M
Anplican =elilerz of ihe
Middle and Scuthern cula-
nmies were  rather  less
concerned with the tainl
of ancien] keatheniom,

in the South, particg-
larly, the =easoa WwWas
celpbrated as a Lwo-weck

aflaic = the 12 days of
hofstmas  — marked Gy

the firing of mueskzels and
cannen, Teasting, sasiting,
weddings, card plaving,

.‘I_Et.r_.n:._-.s,‘_ a:'d _h"m daneirg,  dica,  fliddling
fhem in lo their pareris - +
Kevertheless, the first EBO550R ‘:"':1 = P‘!r.'_'a",r'b'

Chrisimas celebrated jn  SoTveds “such dike ool
the Mew World hy Eng. 705
l1zh celonigls, near “ROTHING i= now 1o
Jamestnwr o Vieginiz in he heasd ol th eanversa
1607, had besm more thon” & Vieginia futar
elaxed. Caplaln  Jokn  noted &m0 1773, “'butl the
smuth, lepger of the band  bals, the fox-hunis, Lhe
nf Anglican selliprs, Mo erlerlamnoasents,  and
wronle the pood fellowship which
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wag little gifl-ging.  wailed in most Américan
servants might have 'I'r haazehalds:
day off and a small gt w0 Chrietmas comes,

the mext day. Children
erpected @ Zift or lwa
and the poor were fed
There were yule logs, bt

tis fit that we

“Should fezst and sing
and ey be;

apart from  mistlelse  SFeen open house, Let
balls. probzbly few deco- fédlors play,
ate to he exhibited at the TRTORE “A fig for eold, sing
approaching Chrsbmas ™ From the Middle ol CATE.AWAY !
In Willizmshurg, there TNES came many o e cpnd may  they who
was the “grand iuming. Craditions of our medern thereat repine,
e Christmas, inclading PR
tion. A militla fife and A (m brown beesd  and
drum corps  dipped Christrmas oees and mrall heer tBne. ™
torehes in 2 commumty oentd Claus The Dulch
bonfire and marched of New Amsardam gave —
houss to hoise command. Che  Seasen semtlegal
saaclion 1B LGS by e

irg the master Lo hght

cardies in Ris wirdows. cessing Manhaltan's gow-

erirent for thres weeks.
I wusn't gnt] 1B o
Goocgia that the heliday
atained begal status

EVENTUALLY with the

The AP writer im-
plies all Colonists
were celebrating

Christmas by

Indcaors on the proaning
hoard 2 lsble mamed
far =0 foose 10 mEde
pnder iis burden — there

the

;;:uluﬁp“;[,::nﬁ: arrival of more settlers I*" e 1-;1‘3 '-'-':,'-".J far
scalioped ovsters, lurkey. and L"I.E_ _ruHa of non- !‘IEE‘:IF..'I..m-r{_e, il -
roast besi, game and Oeominational comcerns, ever, see the art-
mince pes, spoon bresd, SCR New Englandess e below with in-
sweet potatees, plum relazed. By the time formation gleaned

Washinglon crosesd the
Dwlawars on Christmas
Eve af 1776, these senl-
merts, first published in
the Virginia Gazeite 10
yviars belnee, probabiy ree-

A “CHRISTHMAS" VICTORY

pudding, fewit cake, dark
beer. Maderia and mull-
oo cider.

COUNTRY geniry galh-
ered al a  prominent
rar's home, generzlly &
relative, far an equally
prizavagan! and axtendsd
feasl, 11 was al one of
these that a spirited fid-

from The American
Heritage 3ack of
the Rewolution,

1 Catholics who were
ibhle far bringing the

GETmar
farg el ¥ resnand

It was

;Li;aﬂj”fdmu;fﬁli tree and other rituals of “Christmas”
dent named Thomas Jof Lo America during the 1rnft arman
ferson met. Climaxing hit migrations of the 1800°s

veledration of the scason However, the first real “German”
:1fﬁikﬂf"EﬁJ*ﬁfﬂi' celebration of Christmas in America
¥h day: Jefferssn did 935 DY Hessian soldiers hired out to

e British to help put down those
'pesky American rebels.”
That first Gorman “Cheistmas"

the same in 13,

Warth or South  there

Was

celebrated at Irenton, New Jersey in December of 1776.
On Christmas eve, wnile the Germans were ceiebrat-

ing themselves into & drunken stupor, General George
Hashingtorn, John 3ulliven, Mathanael Greene, Henry
Enox, James Monrge, and several thousand other Colon
ial Patriots who did not celebrate Christmas, ¢rossed
the Delaware River in the freezing night, marched 9
miles to Trentonm, and at dawn on Christmas day over-
nowered and captured tne bleary, Christmas-morn Hes-
sian garrison,

The victory sent a2 shock wave of hope through the
fmerican Colonies, Disregarding Christmas had brought
the free men of America @ much needed wictory.



tha baos

meeting houses o

L Ly --‘__ o R : ;
FURITAMS who tried to kill Christmos were assigred ploces
v 5 of social shafus.

The Law That Banned Christmas

Ey The Rev, WERE GARBISOM
fadical Protestant  church-
men iried Lo Kill Christmas s
fhe 17th Century by gullawing
ation on both sides of

ihe Atlant
To them the holiday was a
“pomsh ICathalic) frovolny” atl
besl, a work of Satan at worst
But the law proved highly
unpopular with both Catholics
and Prolestants because mosl
penple, regardless of their re-
ligion. preferred a day of mer-
rv-making, feasting and  gaft-
giving {0 ane of work,
Pro-Christmas  tiols  racked
Froland in V647 and 1049 betore
country’s holiday bam was
revoked, But in Massachusells,
a stronghold of radieal Peritan-
5. e autharities had less trou-
bhe enforcing an anti-Chrastas
law. which staved in [orce lor
te Wears
We think of

il L |-|' [

LHES

the Puritans as
weal Americans.” wrole chureh
histariin 0.0, Demarest, —"Hul
actually they were 4 canlanser:
group of fervent belevers
witn ad Dgtle ar no talerance far
persans with different spinions.”’
Highest on any good Turitan's
sl ol intolerable ems was any-
thing that smacked of Homan
Catholicism.  And hadn't  Catho-
lics, alter all. celebrated Christ-
mas [oF cemiuries”
dav cailed Christmas.”
Furitan Hebert  Brown,

Fage Tit

[

For 22 Years

“really means Christ-Mazs"

In  Massachuseits, Willam
Bradiord. second gavernor of the
Flymeouth Bay Colony, was re
carded as telling his efficers, "We
must take the slernest measures
apainst this popish day.”

The December 25 of 16200 the
first spent in the Mew Warld by
the Mavflower PFilgrims, was
spienl Telling trees in orfder 1o
avoid any frivality on the day
sometimes called Christmas.™

In England. the moiher coun:
try, an anti-Chnsimas law wenl
intg elfect in 1643, when Puritan
forees gained comirel of Parha-
ment. Widespread diseenient with
the ban foroed the lawmakers fo
issue yvearly proclamations of re
minder unil the law was repeal-
ed 12 yeats later.

Then on May 11, 165, in Mazsa
chusetls,! the colamal legislature
passed s anl:-holiday law. read-
ing, 'Whosoever shall e found
abserving any such day as Christ-
mas shall pay for every ol
[ense five shillings.” _

The law's preamible explaimed
ils purpose was lor preventing
dizarders . . . iby] abserving such
festivals as were superstitious]y
kepl in other countries Lo the
greal dishanor of God and the ol
fense of others™

The law remained in force un-
Ll 1681 when King Charles 1 and
his royal commissioners  Terced
s ropial

HATIOMAL
EHQUILER
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How Holy Is Christmas?

Dad v know that the Tirst Christmas Sree erscted o cherch
in the United Stes, in 1851 thocked s Cleveland
It wzs considered to heathenish! History alsio mo
American  Pumtans  even  forkade observance ol
Chrostias as a holday, Perhaps these Clinstiang were Tamulian
wilh 2 AHESHT af Scripiure found mn Jeremiah., “Far the customs

congresalion?

ard s That semie

carly 1he

ol the people are vain: for ane cuifeth a tree ouf of the lorest,
the work of the haids of ke w :I‘-::I.II'I_ woilly the axe |'|:.':. deck
it with silver and with gold: they lagten it with nails end with
hamimers, that it move nod. They are upnight a5 the palm toee, bu
spezk nol: they must needs be borne, because they cannel go, e
ol afrawd ol them: for ||'||_':,.' canmed der vl neither ala 500 o
them e do goddd, Jeremiah 125

Phere are many wnanswered quesliuns st the celebraton of
Christmas since 1l is nof mentioned once in The Bible. S,
poerhaps this wear more Lhan ever before, we showld ssek 2
answer 38 1o ow Clirstmas, enee coniderad by Chrstans 1o be
4 pagan haliday, has become so |'||'||_:.

THE FAMILYCIRCUS

Dear Santa, bless Mommy and Daddy ond |
| mean, Deor God, blass Mommy and . ..



