
WHIT-BITS          
April 2025 

Committee news: 

It was hoped that this edition of 
Whit-Bits would be full of all the 
exciting times had by all at the 
Sanctuary Cove National Rally! The 
planning committee (Tim & I, Kelvin 
& Vicki, Kim & Tony, Darryl, Jon, 
Mark & Lindsay, Vanessa) were all 
very keen to have this rally and see 
the fruits of our planning over the 
last 18 months. Our spare rooms are 
full of prizes and merchandise. It was 
all systems go until TC Alfred’s 
untimely arrival forced us to 
reconsider holding the event given 
that we expected our waterways to 
be full of debris and an unsightly 
chocolate colour. So instead of 
highlighting all of the fun you have 
missed out on if you were not 
coming to the rally, you now have an 
opportunity to register for our new 
date this year- September 8th-12th, 
still at Sanctuary Cove, some come 
and join us for “National Whittley 
Rally take 2”. Look out for an email 
arriving to you shortly with a new 
registration form for those not 
already registered. 

 

Trip reports 

January  

Aus Day 

Peel Island/Dunwich 

Trip leaders: Michael & Vanessa 

11 boats made it out to Peel Island for 

Australia Day celebrations. The weather 

was not perfect, but being flexible 

Whittlians we were able to find 

anchorages out of the wind and shelter 

from the storms.  

Friday night Participants enjoyed a spectacular 

sunset, and the calm before the storm! One boat 

unfortunately lost their hatch during the 

night… 

 

On Saturday we moved across to Little 

Ships Club, went ashore for lunch and 

decided to stay put as it was more 



protected than Horseshoe Bay. Happy 

hour was on the beach at Dunwich. We 

were kept amused by Vanessa’s attempt 

to paddle ashore and Michael’s attempt 

to return to his boat with paddle board in 

temder! 

 

On Sunday 26th Vanessa and Michael 

prepared a delicious Australia Day bbq 

dinner for us all back at Peel Island and 

again we up anchored after an early 

dinner and repositioned back near LSC 

to escape the wind.  

 

 

 
Photo courtesy of Darryl who scaled the hill for 

this shot! 

 

 

 



Jan 2025: 

Whittley crew on RCI 

cruise to nowhere! 

 
One afternoon while sitting around a 

campfire on a Whittley weekend 

someone came up with the idea of a 

‘Whittley cruise’. We all love boating 

and thought a cruise would be fun! 

Vanessa (aka travel agent) made it 

happen…finding us a weekend cruise 

from Brisbane. A FB event was created 

and all Whittley members were invited.  

 

A change from boating attire…think we 

scrubbed up ok! 

 

Feb 2025:  

Kooringal 

Trip leaders: Jason & Deon 

Finally, the weather and tides were 

favourable for Kooringal, an all-time 

favourite spot for a boating weekend! 

Things didn’t look that promising when 

the first glitch was encountered by our 

trip leaders at the Lota boat ramp. We 

were all launched and ready to head out 

when Jason could not get his boat 

started…Jumper leads provided by 

Kelvin and Ameena’s batteries to the 

rescue, with us all breathing a sigh of 

relief when the engine started. On 

Saturday we had 13 boats anchored at 

Kooringal. Most went ashore to enjoy 

lunch at the Gutter Bar. A lucky few 

stayed onboard to enjoy their freshly 

caught fish cook up.  

 

Jacqui & Arthur showing off their catch 



…and enjoying eating their catch! 

 
Jason and Deon, assisted by Whittley crew 
helpers cooked up a yummy BBQ on the beach. 

 
 

 

The scenery at Kooringal never 
disappoints… 

 
 

 
 

 



 

March 2025… 

Not the rally… 

‘post rally trip’ 
 Not wanting to waste their prebooked 
holiday time intended for rally attendance 
Jon and Darryl organised a few days at 
Tangalooma and Bribie. Jon almost 
didn’t make it, being passed on the 
highway by not one but two wheels…go 
figure as there were still three wheels on 
the trailer! He had to wait several hours 
for a tow truck big enough to tow his boat 
and trailer. Annette and Phil had some 
hairy misadventures involving a tangled 
rope around prop, wild waves and a 
flipped tender. Fortunately, they ae 
highly skilled and managed to avoid a 
disaster.  

The sun was shining, the wind did not ruin 
adventures (for most) and the water was 
better than expected one week after TC 
Alfred. 

All in all everyone, including a couple from 
NSW who were rally bound, joined in the 
fun. Vanessa and Michael made the most 
of their time off and headed to the Noosa 
River following Tangalooma. 

 

 

 

 
 

Save the date 

• New date for the rally: 
September 8-12th 

2025! 
A few spots are now available so 
get in quick! 

 
• April 25-27th: Tweed 

River 
• May 17-18th: Tipplers 
• June 14-15th: Brisbane 

River 
 



Handy hints and 
tips 

You may need to zoom in to read 
the below…supplied courtesy of 
Whittley Club NSW! 

 
The importance of boat 

insurance… 
Recently a few of our members 

have used their boat insurance 

for: 

- Water damage due to 

forgetting to place bung! 

 

- A damaged prop identified 

during a  regular service, 

explanation being that they 

may have unknowingly hit 

a submerged object. This 

resulted in very expensive 

repairs under insurance. 

 

 

- Towing expenses to have 

boat and trailer moved off 

highway. 

 

Reminder… 

 

 

 



Just for Laughs… 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As always if you have content to 
add please send me an email at: 
secretary@clubwhittleyqld.org.au 
 
Cheers…Julie 
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