
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Reopening Plan 
K-8th Grade 

 2020-21 

August 1, 2020 
 



 

Acknowledgements 
School Reopening Plan Team Members 
Father Bill Bruning, Pastor QHR 

Father Ken Kelly, Pastor SPX 

Jenny Yankovich, Principal 

Amy Owen, Parent/School Board Member 

Alicia Hart, RN, Parent 

Jacquie Churchill, Parent/Teacher 

Heidi Remmert, Teacher 

Lauren Franklin, Teacher 

Terri Van Dyke, Teacher 

Peggy Kelly, Teacher 

Heather Ediger, RN, School Nurse 

Ali Lomshek, School Counselor 

 

 

 

John Paul II School Board of Trustees 
 

  
Father Bill Bruning Father Ken Kelly 
Dave Wieliczka, Board Chair Amy Owen, Vice Board Chair 
Paul Smith, Finance Chair Austin Massoth, Facilities Chair 
Karen Corkill, Secretary Andy O’Hara 
Patrice Maloney Dr. Vince Cascone, Superintendent 
Jenny Yankovich, Principal  

 



 

 

August 1, 2020 

Dear Families, 
 
Our theme for this school year is taken from Romans 12:12, “Be Joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction and faithful in prayer”.  I referenced this verse in a communication sent during the 
4th quarter of school last spring and it has stayed on my heart all summer.  Never before 
have we needed to rely on hope, patience and prayer more than at this time in our lives.   
 
John Paul II Catholic School, in collaboration with the Kansas State Department of Education, 
the Johnson County Health Department and the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, has 
worked diligently to develop a school reopening plan that allows students to return to 
campus in a manner that reduces health related risks while maintaining an environment in 
which we focus on the education of the whole child.  While we encourage and want all of our 
students in our building, we understand that there may be some health considerations that 
would prevent a student from attending school in person.  We know that every family is 
facing different challenges.  We hope parents will prayerfully consider the options and make 
a decision on what will work best for their own family.   
 
Our staff is wholly committed to living our mission and the safety and well-being of our 
students is of the utmost importance.  We will continue to work hard for our students no 
matter the circumstances put before us.  Many thanks to the members of our Reopening 
Team in addition to our Board of Trustees for their guidance, continual support and 
insightful feedback. 
 
We will continue to review this plan and adjust and update as necessary in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic on the guidance of local health officials. While our Team considered a 
number of resources and feedback from many stakeholders during plan development, we 
acknowledge that there are operational details and questions that may need to be addressed 
in the future. Working together we will meet the challenges ahead. 
 
I have been blessed to be a part of this community for the past 12 years, as a teacher, parent 
and now as an administrator.  If I have learned anything it is that the John Paul II community 
knows how to rely on our faith and each other to weather a storm.  I am looking forward to 
the day that we are all back together. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Jenny Yankovich 
Principal 
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Prayer During a Pandemic 
 
 

 

Loving God, Holy One, 

Your desire is for our wholeness and well-being. 

We hold in tenderness and prayer the collective suffering of our world at this 
time. 

We grieve precious lives lost and vulnerable lives threatened. 

We ache for ourselves and our neighbors, standing before an uncertain future. 

We pray: May love, not fear, go viral. 

Inspire our leaders to discern and choose wisely, aligned with the common 
good. 

Help us to practice social distancing and reveal to us new and creative ways to 
come together in spirit and in solidarity. 

Call us to profound trust in your faithful presence, 

You, the God who does not abandon, You, the Holy One, 

breathing within us, 

breathing among us, 

breathing around us 

in our beautiful yet wounded world. 

Amen. 
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In-Person Learning 
We are committed to ensuring in-person school occurs with reasonable safety modifications. 
The value of a faith-filled classroom with caring staff and classmates is central to the John 
Paul II educational experience. Keep in mind, school will look different in many ways and 
may change throughout the year. As you read this document, know that many steps are being 
taken to keep our students and staff safe. 

Masks 
Visitors, staff, and students should wear masks or face coverings while inside school facilities 
unless it inhibits the person’s ability to perform his or her job, inhibits a student’s ability to 
participate in the educational process or is disruptive to the educational environment. Masks 
or face coverings are also recommended outside when physical distancing is not possible. 
There will be mask breaks for each group of students during the day. Masks should be school 
appropriate with no inappropriate wording/patterns/graphics. It is recommended that each 
student keep an extra face covering in their backpack should they need to replace one during 
the day.  Exceptions for wearing face masks will be made for: 

• Eating 

• Activities that cannot be safely conducted with a mask or other face covering 

• Children who are not students and are 5 years of age or under 

• Persons with a medical condition, mental health condition, or disability that prevents 
wearing a face covering 

• Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing or communicating with a person who is deaf 
or hard of hearing, where the ability to see the mouth is essential for communication 

• Persons for whom wearing a face covering would create a risk to the person related 
to their work 

Front Office 
Physical barriers have been placed on the counter in the front office.  Please stand behind 
the barriers when interacting with administrative assistants.  If you cannot remain 
physically distant from someone already in the school office, please wait in the foyer until 
the area is clear.  If a student leaves for an appointment and returns to school, they can be 
dropped off and do not need to be walked back inside by an adult. 

Hygiene  
All people are required to wash/sanitize hands when they come to school and every hour. 
Hand sanitizer will be available in each classroom and be used upon entering and exiting a 
room. Students are allowed their own personal hand sanitizer.   
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Classrooms 
Stable cohorts (grade level groups) will be established for students throughout the school 
day.  By being in the same cohort (group), we will eliminate unnecessary hallway crowding 
and allow for the rapid identification of those who have been exposed should a positive 
COVID-19 case occur in the cohort.  Teachers will be rotating while the students stay in one 
location for most instruction. 

Each classroom is set up to practice strategic physical distancing.  All desks have been moved 
apart and are facing forward.  Extra furniture has been removed temporarily to allow for 
extra space.  Students will limit the sharing of materials.  Large spaces such as the cafeteria 
and gymnasium will be available for use to optimize physical distancing.  Outdoor lessons 
will be encouraged and utilized whenever possible.  The gym will still be available for 
physical education and outdoor physical education will take place whenever possible.  All 
equipment will be cleaned between classes.   

To eliminate additional surface contact, we will be utilizing lockers in middle school for the 
placement of jackets, backpacks and school lunches only.  Lockers will be cleaned and 
sanitized prior to school starting and then regularly cleaned throughout the day.  We ask that 
parents clean backpacks at home before they leave and when they return from school.   

Faith Formation 
Our strong faith formation is what brings us together as a community.  We will continue to 
enrich our faith lives through daily prayer (both in person and virtually), faith family 
activities and All School Mass. 

Signage  
Signs will be at the entrance of the building informing anyone entering that they should not 
enter if they are not feeling well, are required to wear a mask, maintain a physical distance 
from one another, and not engage in physical contact. Signs will be posted to promote 
everyday protective measures to stop the spread of germs in all common spaces and 
restrooms.  

Cafeteria 
At this time, we will be eating lunch in the cafeteria.  We will not offer the salad bar which 
gives us room to add another table and physically distance students.  Hot lunch will be safely 
plated and set out for students.  Students will sit in the same spot daily.  Floor markings will 
direct students where to stand while waiting in line.  The cafeteria tables will continue to be 
cleaned and disinfected between each lunch period.   

Recess 
Students will go outside for recess and not be required to wear masks while doing so.  They 
will be asked to stay in their own class and respect physical distancing.  Our playground will 
be divided up into three areas: the blacktop, the field and the playground equipment.  Each 
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group will rotate the areas throughout the week.   All equipment will be cleaned/disinfected 
regularly and everyone will sanitize/wash their hands upon exiting and entering the 
building.   

Water bottles  
Students will be asked to bring clear/translucent water bottles from home. Water fountains 
will be for filling water bottles only.  Water bottles (if purchase is necessary) will be charged 
to FACTS accounts. 

Daily Temperature  
Staff members will be screened daily by taking their temperature upon entry. Student’s 
temperatures will be taken at drop off as they exit their car. If a student’s temperature is 
above 100 degrees Fahrenheit, they will be sent home. Parents are asked to stay until the 
student’s temperature has been taken and cleared to enter the school building.  We ask that 
you monitor your child’s health at home.  If they are experiencing any symptoms, please keep 
them at home to avoid any unnecessary exposure to staff or students.   

Isolation room  
There will be a separate room for students/staff who might have COVID-19 or other 
communicable disease and are waiting for pickup. The room will be frequently disinfected 
and restricted to authorized staff and students. If a parent is called because a child is sick, 
they will be expected to pick up their child within 30 minutes to limit exposure to other 
students and staff.  

Restrooms 
The number of students in the restrooms will be restricted to allow for physical 
distancing.  Frequent cleaning of restrooms will take place throughout the day.   

Hallways 
Hallways will be marked to encourage physical distancing.  We will limit passing in hallways 
to one class at a time to allow for proper physical distancing. 

Arrival and Dismissal 
Additional doors will be opened and monitored in the mornings to allow students to enter 
through a door that is closer to their classrooms and to restrict crowding at one entrance.  We 
ask that students do not arrive before 7:30 a.m.  Students will go either to the cafeteria or 
their classrooms if they arrive before 7:45 a.m. For dismissal, students will wait in their 
classrooms and be dismissed when their ride has arrived and is in front of the appropriate 
dismissal doors.   

Mass and Large Gatherings 
We will still attend All School Mass.  Fr. Bill and Fr. Ken are instituting a separate mass that 
will be for students only.  Having the entire church will allow us to practice proper physical 
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distancing.  At this time, we will not have students participating in the liturgy but will revisit 
this practice and return to student participation when it is safe to do so.   We will not be 
having any indoor all school assemblies.   

Cleaning and Disinfecting Protocols 
We have hired a new cleaning company that has a set expectation of enhanced cleaning 
procedures every evening that includes disinfecting high touch surfaces, desks and 
chairs.  Our daytime custodian will be cleaning and disinfecting touchpoints continually 
throughout the day.  Teachers will also be cleaning/disinfecting their classrooms throughout 
the day.  We will exercise diligent hand washing procedures for all students and staff.  We 
have hand sanitizer stations throughout the building.  The cleaning company is ready to 
respond to any of our immediate cleaning needs.   

Visitors and Volunteers 
At this time, it has been recommended that we forgo the use of volunteers when 
possible.  Visitors will not be permitted in the building other than the front office.  This 
recommendation is based on the need to limit exposure of our students, faculty and staff.  We 
will reevaluate this practice often and reinstate volunteers and visitors when it is possible.   

Safety Drills  
Safety drills will continue to happen on a monthly basis. Safety drills will follow the necessary 
precautions needed in the event of an actual fire, tornado, or intrusion. Masks will always be 
worn and social distancing will take place. 

Partnership with School Nurse and Counselor  
John Paul II is blessed to have a nurse and counselor on staff. These two support positions 
are intended to help identify areas of concern that may be referred to outside agencies for 
additional interventions and treatment. It is our goal to provide support, guidance, and 
community resources to our families. 

Remote Learning 
We understand that there are families who desire a remote learning option. In addition, a 
remote option may be needed at times due to illness or required quarantine. We will be ready 
with a K-8 remote option for those who believe this is most prudent for their family. This 
option will allow a student to remain a John Paul II student, but attend school online each 
day.  Families choosing to participate in our full-time remote learning program will agree to:  

• Enroll during a specific time identified by the administration 

• Will agree to pay full tuition 

• Must log all activities and daily assignments on a remote learning log per state 
guidelines and submit form as directed by their classroom teacher 
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• Must be online connected to virtual school environment and Google classroom daily 
as requested by their teacher 

• Students must be dressed appropriately (school uniform encouraged) and be in an 
appropriate workspace 

• Must submit all daily school assignments to Google Classroom or other platform each 
day by the time requested by the teacher  

• Must follow all guidelines in the student handbook  

• Must take all state assessments and MAP assessments in person at school  

• Must participate in All School Mass online  

• Remote teaching expectations and schedule will also apply to students that are at 
home for quarantine. If they are experiencing symptoms, they will be able to utilize 
the handbook policy of 2 days per sick day to return work. 

Families participating in remote learning are able to reevaluate their decision at the end of 
each quarter before the first day of the next quarter.  Teachers can appropriately arrange 
and prepare their rooms for in-person learning, students that are remote learning cannot 
switch to in-person learning until the end of the quarter. 

Students will be expected to complete the same work their classmates are completing at 
school.  Teachers will record lessons and provide assignments to students learning at 
home.  There may be a delay on lessons/information for remote learners due to 
recording/uploading lessons.  Students will be responsible for watching the lessons, 
completing and turning in assignments in the timeframe requested by the teacher.   All 
students are required to meet at least 6 hours of learning activity each day as set forth by the 
state.   Families choosing remote learning should expect instructions for initial preparation 
by August 24th. The preparation process will be ongoing, leading up to the start of school. 
More specific information on remote learning expectations will be communicated by the 
classroom teacher.  

At this time, we are unsure if we will have school technology available for remote learners.  
When we have more information on the number of students that will be in school daily we 
will be able to assess school technology availability.  

Hybrid Learning  
As defined and mandated by the Johnson County Health Department, there may be times that 
it will be necessary to move to a hybrid learning model. This is based on the rate of illness or 
exposure within our student community. This assigns students to either in-person or in-
person and distance learning based on grade-level. Students and staff for grades K-5 will 
attend school in-person and students and staff for grades 6-8 will attend school in person 
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and engage in distance learning on an alternating schedule.  If this model is necessary per 
the Johnson County Department of Health and Environment (JCDHE), we will communicate 
more thorough instructions to families.   

Distance Learning  
We must also plan for the possibility of mandated school closures. Should John Paul II be 
required to close entirely at any point during the school year as a result of COVID-19, we will 
have a contingency plan for distance learning. The “Continuous Learning Plan” from Spring 
2020 will be improved upon with emphasis on increased teacher interaction and direction. 
Distance Learning will be more robust to allow for maximum learning for students at home, 
and the daily schedule will be similar to expectations in Remote Learning section. 

The teachers at John Paul II Catholic School care deeply about providing quality instruction 
and supporting the academic and spiritual growth of their students. Whether learning takes 
place in-person, remote or distanced, they will strive to the best of their abilities to connect 
with and care for your students. Please understand that there may be times where their 
ability to do so is limited. We appreciate, in advance, your grace and collaboration as we 
make this journey together. 

Academic Models Summary 
 

In-Person Learning 
with Modifications Remote Learning Hybrid Learning       

(as needed) 
Distance Learning   

(as needed) 

Student attends JP II 
Catholic School in the 
building Monday – 
Friday at 
approximately 
traditional hours 

Student attends JP II 
Catholic School while 
not physically present 
in the building. 
Information is relayed 
through technology 
and online 
conferencing with 
partial real-time 
instruction. Students 
experiencing illness or 
mandatory quarantine 
will move to this 
model. 

Per requirements of 
Johnson County 
Health Department, 
students attend 
school in person and 
engage in distance 
learning on an 
alternating schedule.  
They receive 
instructions and 
assignments daily 
both remotely and in 
person. 

In the event of school 
closure due to 
mandate or illness, all 
students will attend JP 
II Catholic School 
while not physically 
present in the 
building. Information 
will be relayed 
through technology 
and online 
conferencing with 
partial real-time 
instruction.  
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Social/Emotional Health 
The School counselor will: 

Assess student mental health via survey 

• prior to reopening  

• after 2 weeks of reopening with procedures in place 

• make recommendations on policy based on the mental health status of children as it 
influences academic achievement with regard to communication, focus, attention, 
etc.  

Work to create professional development for building staff regarding typical childhood 
reactions to fear of illness, anxiety around missing school due to a positive test of a student 
or family member, etc.  

Collaborate with teachers on classroom activities to address student mental health upon 
return to school. These activities shall include the following  Social Emotional Learning (SEL)  
training: 

• Create awareness of obstacles to emotion coding (⅔ of face covered) for students and 
staff and coaching to use remaining non-verbal cues and increased verbal 
communication.  

• Provide “Amygdala check-in’s” a fun and practical way to teach emotional awareness, 
the first step to management. When the amygdala is going, the pre-frontal cortex 
(rational brain) is not. See “relaxation and calming techniques” below.  

• Provide routine, preferably weekly SEL via Second Step or an alternative empirically 
sound program. SEL  will be more important as natural methods by which children 
learn emotional management and interpersonal skills are removed, modified, or 
restricted.  

• Normalization will include appropriate care and concern regarding infected students 
and staff and a minimizing of fear responses and reactions. This will also include an 
attitude of empowerment to avoid infection and overcome infection.  

• Teach calming and relaxation techniques as regularly as possible to assist children in 
managing anxiety around contracting illness and/or school policies.  

• Collaborate with community agencies on best practices with regard to handling 
mental health concerns of students.  
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• Provide classroom lessons on school expectations and structure around health safety 
and physical distancing practices to help students readjust to full school schedule. 

COVID-19 Cases in School 
Students and employees exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 without other obvious 
explanations are prohibited from coming to school, and if they do come to school, they will 
be sent home.  We will be familiar with and post the current known symptoms of COVID-19: 

• Fever (100 degrees Fahrenheit or higher) 

• Chills 

• Rigors 

• Muscle or body aches 

• Fatigue 

• Headache 

• Sore Throat 

• Lower respiratory illness 

• Loss of taste or smell 

• Diarrhea 

If you think you have COVID-19 or have been exposed to the virus, first call your health 
provider and follow their instructions. If things are unclear or more advice is needed, here is 
the number for health questions: 1-866-534-3463 (1-866-KDHEINF). You can also consult 
this website for current information about COVID-19, including sites that offer free testing:  

https://www.jocogov.org/coronavirus-covid-19-update 

If there is a confirmed positive case of COVID-19 in the school building, the school will 
partner with the Johnson County Department of Health and Environment to report and assist 
in the contact tracing process. This contact tracing process will guide the decisions of 
exclusions and closures.  Any exclusions or closures will be made through the 
recommendations of local health officials. This collaboration process with the local health 
department assesses factors such as the likelihood of exposure to employees and students 
in the building.   The school will work with the local health department to assess for close 
contacts (a person within 6 feet of the case for 10 minutes or more) among students and staff 
and inform those who are exposed that they must start a mandatory 14-day quarantine 
period.  If you do not develop symptoms of COVID-19 during your quarantine period, then 
you are released from quarantine at the end of the 14 days.  

https://www.jocogov.org/coronavirus-covid-19-update
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If your child needs to self-quarantine, they will follow the remote learning plan for as long as 
needed, and your child(ren)’s teachers will be in touch to discuss strategies for moving 
forward. 

The school will contact employees and families/students if they are a person of concern 
related to a positive-identified case and encourage cooperation with the school and the local 
health department. The identities of individuals who are confirmed as positive cases will not 
be shared in any communications to the at-large school community. 

This information and process will be updated as necessary with information from local 
health agencies.   

Resources 
 
Children’s Mercy - Returning to school and community safely 
https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-and-safety-resources/information-about-covid-
19-novel-coronavirus/returning-to-community-activities/ 

What equals exposure to COVID-19 
https://jccc.zoom.us/rec/play/u8EtJej-
_zM3E9CW4gSDUKd9W9W1f6Os1iAY8vYJxUvjB3dRMFD1YeETauAjOUXfsDaoHq8M5xIqY
SNB?startTime=1594234203000&_x_zm_rtaid=_8P8-
LCiRGOXy6wXGAqPaA.1594918866993.9e899deeabaed3269b6054c523ac6b6a&_x_zm_rh
taid=723    
 

Navigating Change – Kansas’ Guide to Learning and School Safety Operations 

https://www.ksde.org/Teaching-Learning/Resources/Navigating-Change-Kansas-Guide-
to-Learning-and-School-Safety-Operations 

 Games for Social Distancing https://www.asphaltgreen.org/blog/rep-it-out-games-for-
social-distancing 

 

Social Emotional Health Resources 
 

Supporting your child’s mental health as they return to school during COVID-19 

https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/supporting-your-childs-mental-health-during-covid-
19-school-return 

Back-to-School Anxiety in Kids: What to Watch Out for This Year 

https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-and-safety-resources/information-about-covid-19-novel-coronavirus/returning-to-community-activities/
https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-and-safety-resources/information-about-covid-19-novel-coronavirus/returning-to-community-activities/
https://jccc.zoom.us/rec/play/u8EtJej-_zM3E9CW4gSDUKd9W9W1f6Os1iAY8vYJxUvjB3dRMFD1YeETauAjOUXfsDaoHq8M5xIqYSNB?startTime=1594234203000&_x_zm_rtaid=_8P8-LCiRGOXy6wXGAqPaA.1594918866993.9e899deeabaed3269b6054c523ac6b6a&_x_zm_rhtaid=723
https://jccc.zoom.us/rec/play/u8EtJej-_zM3E9CW4gSDUKd9W9W1f6Os1iAY8vYJxUvjB3dRMFD1YeETauAjOUXfsDaoHq8M5xIqYSNB?startTime=1594234203000&_x_zm_rtaid=_8P8-LCiRGOXy6wXGAqPaA.1594918866993.9e899deeabaed3269b6054c523ac6b6a&_x_zm_rhtaid=723
https://jccc.zoom.us/rec/play/u8EtJej-_zM3E9CW4gSDUKd9W9W1f6Os1iAY8vYJxUvjB3dRMFD1YeETauAjOUXfsDaoHq8M5xIqYSNB?startTime=1594234203000&_x_zm_rtaid=_8P8-LCiRGOXy6wXGAqPaA.1594918866993.9e899deeabaed3269b6054c523ac6b6a&_x_zm_rhtaid=723
https://jccc.zoom.us/rec/play/u8EtJej-_zM3E9CW4gSDUKd9W9W1f6Os1iAY8vYJxUvjB3dRMFD1YeETauAjOUXfsDaoHq8M5xIqYSNB?startTime=1594234203000&_x_zm_rtaid=_8P8-LCiRGOXy6wXGAqPaA.1594918866993.9e899deeabaed3269b6054c523ac6b6a&_x_zm_rhtaid=723
https://jccc.zoom.us/rec/play/u8EtJej-_zM3E9CW4gSDUKd9W9W1f6Os1iAY8vYJxUvjB3dRMFD1YeETauAjOUXfsDaoHq8M5xIqYSNB?startTime=1594234203000&_x_zm_rtaid=_8P8-LCiRGOXy6wXGAqPaA.1594918866993.9e899deeabaed3269b6054c523ac6b6a&_x_zm_rhtaid=723
https://www.ksde.org/Teaching-Learning/Resources/Navigating-Change-Kansas-Guide-to-Learning-and-School-Safety-Operations
https://www.ksde.org/Teaching-Learning/Resources/Navigating-Change-Kansas-Guide-to-Learning-and-School-Safety-Operations
https://www.asphaltgreen.org/blog/rep-it-out-games-for-social-distancing
https://www.asphaltgreen.org/blog/rep-it-out-games-for-social-distancing
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/supporting-your-childs-mental-health-during-covid-19-school-return
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/supporting-your-childs-mental-health-during-covid-19-school-return
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https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/back-to-
school/managing-back-to-school-anxiety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter-
en&utm_ 

Visit our website this fall for more wellbeing and connection resources in the Counselors 
Corner

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/back-to-school/managing-back-to-school-anxiety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter-en&utm_
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/back-to-school/managing-back-to-school-anxiety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter-en&utm_
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/back-to-school/managing-back-to-school-anxiety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter-en&utm_
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