
Evanston Public Library, Youth Services, Evanston IL
2008

Nicole M Miller
Designer and Project Manager

A Collaboration with ArchitectureIsFun Inc

Woodworks North-Central Institutional
Wood Design Award, 2008

The youth services area of Evanston Public Library is
designed in harmony with the library’s Prairie

aesthetics, featuring a mosaic fountain, garden
gazebo, art garden with craft trees, storytelling

circle, and ribbons of quotes
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Media and
Interactive Wall,

for school-age
children, with

multi-sensorial and
light enabled

panels. Panels to
include pinboard,

tactile, magnetic
surfaces. Flat

screen monitors to
display videos or

library
happenings.

Garden Gazebo,
perfect for small

gathering and
intimate story time,
with and a built-in
movable castelet

puppet theatre, with
topiary forms and

animal shaped wire
forms covered with
soft sculpture, with

upholstered  bench,
with Artist-made
quilted curtain.
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Mac's Garden, 
Infant zone of 
children's library, 
with a bench 
surround and 
padded terrain, 
with decorative 
Mackintosh-like 
flowers and vines 
moving along 
structure, with 
oversized stacking 
toys.
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Art Garden for School-Age Children, with 
activity stations and changeable displays, with
organic trees that splice into tables, with 
canopy that can hold hanging mobiles, toys & 
creations and tables with built-in bins for 
constructive toys
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Designer and Project Manager

A Collaboration with ArchitectureIsFun Inc

Interior Design Award, American Library Association &
International Interior Design Association, 2008

Interior Architecture Award,
American Institute of Architects,

Chicago, 2008

"Quite different from a traditional library setting, a portion of “The
Loft” is furnished with comfy chairs and couches, where teens can

relax and chat with friends. Alternately, teens looking for a place to
study can make use of new computer stations and quiet study rooms.

A stage, complete with spotlights, is available for poetry slams,
reader’s theater productions, and open mic events. In addition to

this, a cutting edge media center, used for art displays, movies, and
gaming lines one wall; and in honor of this year’s “Teen Read

Week” sub-theme, “LOL @ at your library ®”, humorous teen fiction
and nonfiction are on display."

-American Library Association
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YOUNG ADULT  ENTRY
Graphic millwork entry element, with 
blue Panelite panels, backlit by 
fluorescent tubes that spell “TEEN”.  
Lights and graphic quality of entry 
welcome teens. 
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Teen Media wall with a variety of more technologically 
advanced media with digital audio, digital video and 
Internet capabilities with monitor screens built-in. Teen 
librarian or teens in programmed activity can control the 
MEDIA WALL for poetry readings or performances.
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  Study room millwork elements, 9’ – 10’
each. Built-in “L”-shaped banquettes with

fabric seat backs and vinyl seats.
Banquettes are each a different color, one

in each study room. Interactive seconds
timer faced with "Panelite".

PANELITE®  PANELS

Millwork magazine racks. 
With some colored stain and 
laminate. Librarian can park 
nomad desk at this unit or 
can move about for visibility 
throughout zone
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Millwork magazine racks with some colored stain
and laminate will hold teen periodical collections

Computer tabletop. Made of laminate with maple 
bullnose. Teens sit at castered Reading Bar stools for 
performances or individual study.
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Portable nomad
desk features

laminate top and
millwork

construction.
Custom file

cabinet within
nomad desk.

Castered desk
can fit within the

main Reading Bar
or can park

alongside wall.
Teen Librarian

will gain
accessibility via

the Nomad
Desk’s portability.
Librarian pulls up

to main reading
bar or can move

about for visibility
throughout zone

Reading Bar tabletop, long length, curved. Made of laminate with maple bullnose. With
built-in electrical power sources.  Teens sit at castered Reading Bar stools for

performances or individual study.
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