Students

testify

at ex-teacher’s
sex battery trial
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ELYRIA — Twao school
students maintained their compo-
sure while describing in court the
sexual mctivity they had with
their teacher and coach.

But questions about other un-
comfortable events in their lives

hoth
now seniors at ide Hﬂ
School in the Shefficld-Sheffie
Lake school system, accused
their suspended teacher, Steven
A.Elécilrm. ﬂ sexual "ﬂi*:":“'!dl:-'ﬂ-

e e, is charged with two
counts of sexual battery involving

one of the students. The charges
stem from Kleppe's alleged con-
duct with a 17-year-old that
ended in intercourse four times,
mmﬁm-mmmmh‘u
car trial began yesterday in
Lorain County Common

Court.

The other student, 19-year-old
Sarah Jame Holley, said Kleppe
fondled and kissed her almost
daily on school grounds during
school hours.
 Kleppe is not charged with hav-
ing sexual contact with Holley,
who has filed a civil suit against

the district.
SEE SEX/4-B

Suspended teacher Steven A
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Kleppe. 28, listens in Lorain
County Common Pleas Court,
where he faces two counts of

sexual battery.

Students testify at ex-teacher’s trial

SEX rromis

The criminal law that prohibits
teachers from having sex with
students does not apply to Holley
because she was 18 ot the time.

In an attempt to establizh a pat-
tern, Assistant Prosecutor Lisa A,
Locke Graves said both students
were Brookside juniors when the
alleged events occurred. Both
sald Kleppe made disparaging re-

marks to them about his wife,
Tammy M. Kleppe.

Incidents involving the two stu-
dents allegedly happened during
the 1994-1995 school year. Both
were Eleppe's student aides and
spent several class periods alone
with him in hiz small, windowless
office,

Both students testified
consented to the activity.

The two witnesses® credibility,

they

however, came under attack hy
defense attorney Dominic J. Van-
nucei during opening statements
and questions. ;
Vannucci said that as a teacher,
Kleppe was vulnerable to gich al-
legations. He taught at Brookside
five years and coached several
sports, incleding the girls basker-
ball team, of which the
17-year-old " was a member.
Kleppe was indicted &nd sus-
pended without pay in Ndvember,
“It didn't happen,™ Yannucci
told the jury of seven women, six
men_and one aliernate. “Nejther
one of them have a gre fi-
tion for truth and honesty. It is
nt testimony that will establish
beyond a reasonable doubt this
sexual conduct took place.™
While cross-examining the
17-year-old, Vannucci asked her
why she left a job ghe once held at
a fast-food restaurant. When he
snid she was accused of stealing
food, the witness began to cry.
Under ioning from Van-
nuscci, admiited she had
accused another man
of her. She then sobbed



ELYRIA ded Hrook-
side High School teacher and
coach Steven A Eleppe stripped
1o the waist in court yesterday to
showr & scar that his lywyers sk
a female student should have
| seen i the two actuslly had sex,
u&l:pﬂ:l:dm it

[ o W LT
counts of sexual battery for alleg-
edly having infercourse with
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home and with her par-
ents. The student's mother teste-

fﬁé&uﬁﬁﬁérlaéﬁiis scar at trial

SEX momis

in nddition 1o the scar, Van-
nucct presented s kaundry list of
other challenges to the student's
clakms,

Vanoucei  also  introduced
Kleppe's wife, Tammy M Kleppe,
who gave ber hushand an alitd for
the cvening the student said they
haid spent wgether ot his huse

Tammy Kleppe said ber hus-
band and their 1-year-old daugh.
ter met her al 3 Jeparfment store,
where she worked. They bought
pante, Shé said,

Assistant Prosecutor Lisa A
Locke Graves connfered each of
Vannocct's challenges. She re-
minded the jury that the evenis
took place st night and that the

atiicdent had not sald whether the
teacher removed his shirt.

The credit card receipt at the
departenent store was signed by
Toamowy alone, “Tt could save her
husbands tail if she sad be was
atanding mext to her” when the

pants were parchased, Locke
(rrwves sand

Assrtant Prosecutor Lisa A
Liscke Graves maintaimed that the
girls told the truth amd that
Klippe vialated the trast parents,
siudenis and the community
place in teachers

Kleppe “had control,” she said.
“He took these yvoung gicls into
his domain. He took controd in ev-
ery way be could, right up to sex.
al sctiviry.”



Téacher
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F.'I.‘r'FH.-'I. - Dcsul[t hiz re-
ted derials, a ShelMeld-Shef
field Lake teacher Foumd
gualty  vesterday niE sex
with a student.

Steven A. Kleppe, a suspended
teacher and  girls  basketball
coach at Brookside High Schoael,
was senlenced o Twid years in
preson on twao counts of sexuoal
battery and was denied bail. Fol-
lowing the verdict, Kleppe re-
seived a tongue-lashing from Lo-
rain County Commaon Pleas Judge
Kosma J. rlavas

“You're a teacher,

a molder of

r found guilty of sex with student

young minds. I, as a parent, and
many other parents, turm over 1o
you our most prized possessions,
our children,” Glavas said. When
teachers take : dvantage of their
POl as mentor and Lonﬁ
dante, "L for one, get very upset.”
Kli_l!lpc M, faced 1he berch and
sapd quietly, “T'd like to address
the: court and say, ['ve maintained

my inpocence throughout this
whale ¢ al.”
Ta that, Glavas replied,

“Twelve ladies and gentlemen in-
dicated otherwise ™

Kleppe's sentences are fo be
served concurrently, but be could
b released within 16 months, As-

sistant Prosecutor Lisa A Locke
Gravers =aid

The parents of the I7-vear-old
in the case spoke briefly before
the sentencing. The mother said
she hoped Kleppe received coun-
zeling

He was handeufTed and allowesd
o spend a moment with his fam-
ily. His wife, Tammy, wept qui-
etly. The studemis' parents also
aobibed.

Eleppe pleaded not guiity to
charges he had sex with the
17-year-old he coached on his
basketball team. A second stu-
dent, who was no? included in the
criminal case, testified during the

trial that Kleppe made inappro-
priate sexual advances toward
her, 85 well.

Both students =aid they ended
the relationships because he was
married.

Eleppe denied their  allega-
tions, saying e was shopping
with his wife and 2-year-old
daughter when one of the liaisons
allegedly occurred. He said he
will appeal the verdict

Eleppe taught at Brookside in
the Sheffield-Shefficld = Lake
achonol system for about five years
and had a spotless teaching re-
cord.

He was indicted in Movember

and 'm:spcndcd without pay
shortly afterward. The suspen-
sion set the termination process
in motien, Those proceedings
may not be necessary. State law
permits the state Board of Educa-
tion to revoke the certificate of a
teacher convicted of & felany. The
teacher is entitled to a hearing.

Sheffield-ShefMeld Lake Super-
mtendent Charles Erepop could
nat be reached for comment last
night. Prosecutors declined to
comment. The school system is
being swed by the older student
who testified.



Getting tough
on teachers
in trouble

18°95 PD NON
More cerﬂgﬁ ates
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Teachers who step across legal
and moral lines are losing 1heir
teaching certificates in greater
numbers

The Ohio Department of Edu-
cation has sdopted several means
to separate waywand teschers
from their certificates and cut
them off from the classroom

The department has improved
communications with prosecutors
and local school districts, who tell
them when a teacher is socused
oF convicted of wome wrongdoing

For the first time, the depart-
ment has a full-time investigator
o Follow 1p with those sosrces

Barbara A Hogers, hired last
year as the department’s profes-
slondl conduct consullant, Inves
ligates Chses And BAngEs tesc hers
e Bearng: before the State
Board of Educalion, where their
tesching credentials are a1 Make

The number of revocations,
suspensjons and application denid-
als rose from 27 i 1992 to 52 in
1995, Records before 1992 are in-
comphete

That s & fraction of the certifi.
cates carried in good standing by
Crhia's 121 500 teachers. But sex-
ual miscondwct with studenis ac-

counted for aboul half the of
fenses  during the four-year
period

[afractions ranged from MNirta:
thid foles, comments and fooch:
ing, o inftercourss, rape and
stalking. The number of cortifi-
cate revocations for sexeal mis-
conduct with students pose 159
percent from 1992 fo 15495

Rogers said the increases were
due o mire aggressive reparting,
not &6 increase in the number of
tenchers doing things wrong

“Just because we're seeing
mire reports doesn mean ince-
dents have pome up,” ahe said

Stale Superintendent John M
Goff said the increases were due
to beiter communications with
prosecutors a8 well as infolerance
y boszal] dastracta

‘I think a big piece of this =
we're Just pettiing more mnforma-
o, he said. Convicied teachers
could retain their certificate i
the state board i@ ool informed,

being yanked

The department has
improved
communications with
prosecutors and local
school districts, who tell
them when a teacher is
accused or convicted of

some wrongdoing,

he said. “IF we never hear absou
it, obwviously, we couldn’t do any-
thing "

Moreover, he said, fewer dis-
tricts will agres to kel a bad
teacher quietly resign, then move
an to ancther school system. Edu-
cation insiders call this “passing
the trash.™

“1 think thnt"s hest tolerated to-
day,” Goff zaid “People simply
aren’l willing to do that.™

A criminal conviction i=n‘t nec-
cnsary 1o revoke a certificate, if
e state school oard |8 oof-
vinced after & hearing that im-
progeer comduct ook plece

The department has taken mn-
nther important step Lo separale
bad teachers from the classrogm:
It poined & national network that
lists the mames and backgromnds
of the nation's certificate-carry-
ing teachers. The National Asso-
ciation of State Directors of
Teacher Education and Certiflca-
tion lists the names of teschers
throughout Morth America

A: a result of the clearing
e, [Daryl J. Angel lost his
abality to tesch in Dhie when the
departrment  leamed Kentucky
yvanked his certificate in May
193, Angel, & teacher and band
director at [Mxon Heights High
Schoal in Kenton County, pleaded
guillty 1o criminal trespass and
uplawful sexunl conduct with a
1&-year-obd female student.

Fogers =aid she was as vigilant
aboul contacting neighboring
states about wayward teachers as
she wns about contacting local
prosecutors and school districts
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