
While lighthouses aren’t primarily used for their original purpose as extensivly 
in their prime with the advancement of  navigation technology, lighthouses  still 
play a role in today’s naval theatre by serving as beacons and a building that 
houses the GPS transmitters used by coast guards around the globe.

Modern Heroes

One of  the various devices that now compliment the lighthouse’s role, are the 
GPS navigation bouys that line the coasts around the world, especially in the U.S. 
The U.S. and its territories host buoy complememnts for over 50,000 lighthouses 
and cover about 95,000 miles of  shoreline today.

Despite being mostly automated and 
unmanned in present day, lighthouses 
still guide weary mariners back to the 
safety of  the harbors and play an im-
portant role in navla safety as they are 
used to house the central transmitter 
of  the GPS navigation buoys that they 
need to function properly. Some of  the 
lighthouse stations that once housed 
the crew have been converted into  
museums that teach about their history 
and how they contribute to society in 
today’s day and age.

A big part of  the modern line of  maritime safety measures, are the thousands of  
GPS buoys that line the coastlines around the world. These solar powered instru-
ments act as an early warning system that can be seen on modern GPS systems 
that can help ships maintain safe passage just as lighthouses have done, and work 
alongside them and compliment eachother.


