
Lighthouses were instrumental to early sea travel for seaward merchants and 
even military vessels as they were used for navigating the waters of  Europe,  
Africa, the Mediterranian, and later the Atlantic Ocean towards the European 
colonies in the Americas. 
 
Ships would use the light given off  by the lighthouses in order to avoid the rocky 
shores or other hazardous terrain that could render the ship as goo as sunk if  
not properly led into the harbors during weather such as storms and nighttime  
arrivals on voyages. 

Since all seafaring vessels at the time were mostly constructed out of  wood, they 
were highly suseptable to heavy damage if  they were to strike a rock or some 
other obstacle, it could be catasrophic for the ship and would more than likely  
either sink the vessel or render it out of  commission and would require repairs.

Storms were another harrowing obstacle for early sailors as it would greatly  
obstruct the view of  the shoreline for the crew and would cause them to either 
collide with an obstacle or even run the ship aground on the shore and risk even 
more damage or even trap the ship with escape being a much bigger affair.  
Lighthouses allow their light (and later on horns) to guide ships to the safety in 
the harbor in any weather condition, and has saved an untold number of  lives 
and ships during their centuries of  service.

Colonial Expansions


