


What’s in a bite?
This exercise will provide extra practice and consolidate our lesson on words and expressions with bite INSERT LINK. 
You can find the answer key below. Good luck!

1. Which words could you collocate (put together) with ‘bite size’?
a) pieces	b) chunks	c) snacks	d) cupcakes	e) all of them

2. Choose an option in each letter that correctly defines the expression ‘bite me’.
a) formal / informal	b) polite / rude	      c) idiomatic / literal 

3. Try to complete the definition of the idiom ‘bite your tongue’. One word per gap.
Bite your tongue is when you _____ yourself from _____ something that could be hurtful, inappropriate or rude, even though you would really _____ to say it.

4. When you ‘bite off more than you can chew’, you…
a) are able to complete the work you’ve taken on.
b) are reluctant to complete the work you’ve taken on.
c) you aren’t able to complete the work you’ve taken on.
d) you have no intention in completing the work you’ve taken on.

5. Challenge! Which genre (type) of movie would commonly be associated with nail-biting? 
a) drama	b) action	c) documentary		d) comedy	e) animation

6. Complete the sentences with a word or expression from the video.
a) It’s just my opinion! If you don’t like it, ________.
b) The project was so complex that we had to roll it out* in ________ tasks. (roll out = implement)
c) If you had just ________, you wouldn’t have got into an argument with Tracy. You know how she takes everything personally.
d) I think that if you take on a weekend job, you’re going to ________. You barely have any time for yourself as it is. 
Answer key
1. e
2. informal – You’d only use it with close friends or family in an informal setting.
rude – You are, after all, annoyed with what the person just said.
idiomatic – You surely don’t want the person to actually bite you. 
3. stop / saying / like (Grammar tip: If before the verb there’s a preposition (for example, from), the verb will take -ing (saying).
4. c – You probably wanted to complete the work or task you took on. What you didn’t do was check if you’d be able to. Maybe you already had too much work or too little time and didn’t think through before accepting more responsibility. 
5. b – Although any genre could be nail-biting, probably action movies or thrillers would more likely be associated with this adjective, which means extremely exciting or worrying because the outcome (result) is unpredictable. 
6. a) bite me
b) bite-size or bite-sized
c) bitten your tongue (Grammar note: had bitten (bite/ bit / bitten)
d) bite off *more than you can chew – Although this expression is commonly used with ‘off’, you’ll find plenty of examples where the ‘off’ is omitted. 




