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FOREST BIOCHAR PRODUCTION DEMONSTRATION  4/23/2021 

ÅSponsors: Sonoma Ecology Center, Potter Valley Tribe 

ÅA demonstration for local tribes, agencies, residents, and 
interested pubic  

ÅUnder a grant from the North Coast Resource Partnership, 
with assistance from the California Conservation Corps, 
Ukiah Center  



The Potter Valley Tribe owns & manages 
property from the Pacific Ocean to Lake County 



The Potter Valley Tribe has forested properties 
in the Eel River area in need of fuels reduction 



Overgrown forest in 
a portion of the 678 
acre Trout Creek site: 



The California Conservation Corps provided 
crews for fuels reduction/thinning of the 
PVT Upper Trout Creek Property 



A total of 3.7 acres was thinned in 1 week; 
950 person-hours  



Thinning for fuels 
reduction, old 
growth and wildlife 

enhancement: 



After: 



The Tribal crew stacked materials, then gathered & 
hauled them down to the staging area, the PVT 
ER14 property, next to the Eel River bridge. 



Materials were 
cut and stacked 
for drying (2-3 
weeks in this 
case). Volume 
and moisture 
content were 
measured.  



Demonstration Day April 23, 2021 
ÅAttendance ς 16 (including presenters) 

Å5 Indian Tribes represented: Potter Valley Tribe, Coyote Valley 
NSN, Pinoleville Pomo Nation, Round Valley Indian Tribes, 
Robinson Rancheria 

Å5 Agencies: UC Ag & Natural Resources, Sound Native Plants, 
Mendocino Land Trust, Sonoma Ecology Center, Potter Valley 
Tribe Environmental Office  

Å3 local property owners 



Fire & air quality permits obtained from 
the County of Mendocino 



The teacher: Cuauhtemoc Villa, a regenerative ag teacher 
from the Portland, Oregon area and expert in biochar 
production and use 


