
There was a special, indigenous, sacred, and treatied land on Zug  
Island that was stolen from Native Americans by oil-based automobile 
industrialization and the government in 1917. 
Native American burial grounds were leveled, the Underground Railroad slave route was forgotten, and indigenous people were  
thoughtlessly eliminated. Factories went up, and heavy metals and chemicals were brought in. For 87 years, industry violated the land, 
water, and those that came before it - and then simply left. It left behind vast physical and emotional destruction, desecrated land and 
water, devoid of life – dark ecocide, unsafe and poisoned. It left behind land stripped of the indigenous honor and sanctity that once 
was coveted by the false protection of treaty. It left behind land that for decades supported those who escaped slavery. 

Zug Island is now a site of unimaginable ecological and emotional historical trauma.   
BUT CHANGE IS EMERGING, AND WE ARE IMAGINING SOMETHING NEW.  
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