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the meaning of the vocationalist of Secondary Education is preparing learners
for job, based on Manual Practical, non-academic and totally related to a specific
trade and occupation. itis now need of the time that Country’s education system
is to be organised in terms of job-orientation, work experience and development
of skills and attitudes that will help in self-employment rather than putting an
individual on search for the job.

with vocationalisation of secondary education suitability for finding employment
in different walks of life ranging, from auto mechanics, hair dressing,
manufacturing, logistics, construction, tourism, music, culinary arts, creative arts
and medical & non-medical technicians, agricultural science and technology and

innovative industries.

Academic school is concerned generally with theoretical knowledge but a
vocational school teaches hands on applied school skills in occupation of
Agriculture and industry as mentioned above. vocational education is a skill
based programme of hands & mind that enable students to obtain practical skills
of a specific trade and industry. balancing changes of inventions and innovations

in accordance of times and needs.

the world of work has to shape itself with changes by a growing number of
unprecedented technological inventions and innovations in view to education
and employment. Here, vocationalisation of secondary education is the specific
need of time. became of its applied skills in different walks of life with hands &

minds.
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Vocalization of Secondary Education
Vocational Education is Such an educational approach that focuses on
practical skills and knowledge related to specific occupations. It prepares
individuals for careers in trades, crafts and various fields of work.
Vocational Education employee hand on training and the development of

expertise in specific technical.

Vocationalisation of Secondary Education for involves integrating practical
skills job oriented training and work-related knowledge into the school
curriculum to prepare students adjustment focusing productivity reducing
dropout rates and addressing skill gap. Key aspects include understanding its
objectives (e.g. linking education to productivity developing dignity to labour)
Methods practical subjects skill development), challenges (inadequate training
irrelevant skills) and the role of institutions like passive (NCERT).
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Vocationalization of Secondary
Fducation

S.ccm\dary Education, which is a link is a between the Primary
cducation and the University education plays a vital role in any
programme of_ education for national development. It provides
teachers for primary education, prepares pupils for the universities
and other institutions of higher learning. Besides this, a vast
majority of students complete their education at this stage. Students
‘ho go for higher education cannot take full advantage of the uni-
versity education, unless they. have received sound education at the
secondary stage. Hence secondary education, being the terminal
point must be of the highest quality with a vocational bias.

Since the beginning ¢f the First Five Year Plan much emphasis
has been given on vocationalization of secondary education and it
ranks next to the provision of universal primary education within
the age group 6 to 14. This stage of education has become signiff-
cant for reducing the pressure on higher education. Therefore, it is
felt by all that education at at this stage should have a high correla-
tion with productivity. Hence it should be vocationalized.

_ One of the drawbacks of our system of secondary education
is that, it is bookish and unrelated to life. It does not give recogni-
tion to the dignity of labour. In the modern age, there is a growing
realization that the gulf between theory and practice should be
bridged. Students shoutd gradually recognize the importance of
dignpity of labour. The social gulf between the people on the basis
of nature of work, should be totally eliminated” To achitms
end, we should have a broad based and diversified curric 3
which includes new vocational and practical subjects in addition to
the traditional core curriculum,

The emerging technological development in Iandia challenges
our old concept of ‘unilateral’ academic type of education and
gives emphasis on teaching of science and vocational subjects at
the secondary stage. Because of unfavourable economic conditions
s large number of students give up their studies after high school
and try to enter into some profession. But it is not possible to
provide employment to all. Hence they have to choose some
alternative. 1t is due to this rgason that subjects like agriculture,
technology, handicrafts, commerce, home scicnce have been
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VOCATIONALIZATION OP RRCONDARY IDUCATION 536

introduced in the modern cutricnlum. The atudents who learn
these subjects do not depend on others for their livelihood.

Manual work becomes educative. if it gives expression to the
creative impulses of the child, 1 i8 not wise to have compartments
between mental work and manual work. Fxperiences prove that
cven some mental works are Qaite mechanical and do not invelvs
thinking.  On the other hand manual work may demand the use of
higher menial process, e.g,, analysis, Feasoning imagination eic.
The guif between manual work and mental work reflects the gtage
©of society which g divided into labouring and exploiting classes.
in a country like ours, which desires 1o transform itseif into a
sociabstic pattern of societp, all work should be equally respected.
Therefore. in the emerging Indian society, emphasis is given on
vocationalization of secondary education In this connection, the
Indian Education Commission observes. “we visnalise the future
trend of school education to be towards a fruitful mingling of
reneral and vocational education—general education concerning
some clements of pre-vocational education and technical edacation
and vocational educational, jp turn, having an element of general
education. In the kind of society in which we will be living in-
<reasiogly in the coming years, a complete separation between the
two will not only be undersirable but impossible,”

In order to shape the personality of the students, to reduce
unemployment, to give some financial benefits and to suit the
attitude of the studedts vocationlization of secondary education is
very much important. The adolescent, getting education at the
sccondary stage of education learns the dignity of labour. and
derives pleasure from crcative work. The Edueation Commission
therefore, opines, ' There should be much greater gmphqsns on craft
and productive work in all schools and in addition, diversification
of courses should be introduced at the secondary stage so that a
large number of students may take ‘up agricultural technical,
commercial or other practical courses which will train their varied
aptitudes and unable them to take up vocation pursuit at the e:d
of secondary course or to join fgechnical institutions for further

training.”

Various Commissions and Committecs have given valuable
suggestions to vocatiopalize the secondary stage .of cdqcatgona‘-
They all give unanimous opinion that edueatlonal plagm.qg l;e-
developing country like ours must be properly general to the l?oca*
diate requirements of the nocietfy.~ Life-career-motive with a h
tional bias should be the aim o planning at the secondary stage.
should be vocationalized for the reasons given below.

(7) To make the Educand Economjcally Self-sufficient

‘ ion in schools
Some people apprehend that vocatiodal education in ‘
degenerates liberal education, But if they ook to its practical
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537 PDUCATION IN tHR sMrRGING INDIAM SOCIFTY

aspect, il they will realize that nddition to the usuval cotirse of
studies, voeational education helps the rtudents to become economi -

cally self-sufficient, As a result of which they develop self-conf-
dence, moral strength and menta) freedom. :

(2) Fducative Efforts become Purposefal

A child is motivated to learn, when he is engaged in a purpose-

y. Secondary stage of education is a terminal point in
the life of an individual, when he knows that the education he gets
will help him in his post-school adjustability. he learns more effi-

Gently. It is vocational education, which helps the child for his
‘post-school adjustability’ and stimulates his obgervation and
arouses his thoughts and feelings.

v

3. Vocational Education Is the only Hope of the Children with
fower Intelligence

The peessing problems at the secondary stage of education js -
Now to teach the students having lower intelligence. For want of
Suitable education a notable section of our school children leave the
school quite early and prepare for the grim struggle. for existence.
"hus they are deprived of any opportunity to prepare themselves

for a career, To help these children, education at the secopdary
stage should be vocationalized.

4. Vocational Education Bridges the Cnlf in the Society

Liberal education in India increases the social distance between
the elite class, who get literaey education develop- a superiori
complex and look down upon the masses, who get vocationa}
trainiog. In order to the bridge the gulf between the elite class
and the masses, education at the secondary stage should be voca-
tionalized. Introduction of the 10+2+4-3 pattern of .cdl_wation_ and
the SUPW programme in the en rging Indian socicty aim ar
making education uniform throughout the country.

From the discussions made abov'c_:. it appears that in order to
correlate learning with Jife and to provide a Proper sharing of life
the ideal form ogcducation that can keep our welfare is vocational
education /Hence education at the secondary stage should be

Progress of Vocational Education in (he Emerging Indian Society

nderstand the progress of vocational education in the
cmerg:?g ulndian society, the following informations given by the
indian Fducation Commission shovld be considered :
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Mﬂm_&_ —— e
Year Enrolmeny in 7%0f F1rolment in Voe. Fnd "
Vocationol Fnd Total I nrolment
—— , P
Clags Vi Boys Qs Tolal Boys  Cliglq Fotal
o X
1950. 53 29 18 47 2 1'8 3’1
1955.36 19 32 71 20 79 3o
19¢0.61 65 5 100 22 47 27
1965.66 90 47 137 1'9 33 22
19707 222 113 335 34 50 33
197576 546 272 g3 60 76 g4
1980-8) 1334 655 1999 I1°0 124 14
1981-86 3305 1568 4837 200 200 20°0

T _ —_—

The Commissjon States, “Our majp recommendation is thag
by | 986, some 20 Per cent of aj) €nrolment at the Jower secondary
level apg some 50 per cent by the eod of class X should te in part-
tme or full-time Vocational and Professional courses,

Central Board of Secondary Education js a “drastic departure
from the .age-old conception of ¢ducation, wij] kept learning and
tarning strictly apart”, If pr perly cxecuted, it wil) work asa
P2pacea for most of oyr cddcational ills. Jq will help us to meet
the challenges of the society with Jess Psychologica] stress.

Taking, ‘into  codsideration the fecommendations of he
Kothgri Commission, the Central Board of Sccoudary Fducation
introduced this patiern in its member schools spread all over lndia
Eegionig with class X with cffect from 1975, New it bas got
wide reccognition and éppreciation frem g)) Quariers of society,
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N BDUCATION IN THE EMERGING INDIAN SOCIeTY

Particularly from educational planners and teachers. Fhey all
feel that the new pattern will become more productive than
educative. It will make it possible to vocationalize the secondary
Slage of education so as to divert students into different walks of
Wfe. The general education alongwith some vocational education
will be provided at the first stage, /e Up to class X The curricu-
lum_ will contain three languages, physical sciences, life sciences,
social sciences, mathematics, work cxperience, health and physical
education.  More cxtensive and intensive part of vocational
education will start at +2 stage, which is considered to be 1he most
“crucial and controversial® stafe in the whole system.

One of the important features of the new system is that it
makes work experience, which js the recent development in (he
domain of educatio compulsory. By providing effective program-

the world of work. Asa result of which, students get an opportu-
nity to participate in productive work “either in school, ig home,
in workshop, in farm, in factory or any other productive situation'".

It will make the pupils productive in action and scientific in
outlook. .

The contents of the syllabus of the 10+2 pattern have beeg
made with foresight. Atlempts have been made to make the
students self-reliant. In addition to work, schools are to undertake
Suitable activities of Community service. -It includes work in

hospitals, to help the poor, removal of illiteracy, projects of village
upliftment etc,

tradition in tact, this System emphasises functional koowledge and

in pon-traditional areas it gives importance on work-oriented
education to relate education to ljfe.

NCERT has been organizing different committees and
seminars to discuss about the progress of the new pattern. The
Committee on Secondory Teacher Bducation had it, meeting on
15tn and 16th July, 1976 and recommended that each state should
prepare a report for the domand of teachers in differcat subjects
on a scientific basis. This would help to know the need of the
teachers felt by the country. NCERT has a proposal to orient
15000 teachers per year in the new curriculum (under 1042
pattern), threcugh correspondence-cum-contact programmes. These
courses are being organized by four Regional Colleges of Educa-
tion : Bhubaneswar, Bhopal, Mysore and Ajmer. The duration
of the course is six months.

Three high level seminars for finalization of the syllat?i "
Mathematics, Biology and Chemistry at the 42 stage was organized

B . e
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by NCERT N l*‘ehrnary, 1976, Reprnenunvev of Board of
Secondary FEducation, Universities ele. attended the seminars and
finalized the svilabyi, On the 24th apg 25th Nnvemhm, 1975 the wory
Cxpenience and vocationalization of education yniy Organized 4
Workshop and felt that at the 42 stage 507 weightage should be
gven 1o vocationa) subjects. The Workshop also faly that the
students shanld  he given ‘on the job’ training in offices, businays
establishments or indusities for 4 period of one to these montha,
The group of subjects suggested by the workshop are type-writing,
stenography, hnnk~keeping and Accountancy, marketing and tales
management, business management, salesmanship and insurance,
banking, purchasing and Store-keeping and auditing.

Taking into consideration the importance of this revolationary
reform in education the Central Board of Secondary Education ;4
keen to organize different committees at different Places of the
country, under the guidance of many eminent educationists ¢ add
further improvements in the system.

The 104243 pattern of education has an extremely sound
academic and vocational bace, From time immemoria] every oans
has talked of what education should be, what in the purpose of
education, what education should lead to. Bat With the introdac-
tion of the Neéw-pattern for the first time in the history of Indian
education, we are trying to arrive at a definite stage as to what
should be the objectives of our education. We are fortunate enough
‘O accepf this system. If this pattern becomes successful, we can
make the secondary ed ucation truly vocationa].

Steps for making Secondary Education Vocationalized

Our country s Passing through a period of transition. There
are a number of.development Plans béfore ‘the country. Now there
1s 2 tendency to convert the unilateral schools into multilatgml. To
give secondary education a vocational bias, the following steps
should be undertaken :

L. Diversification of Secondary Education Curriculum

T'he Government of India appojated g number of committees
and commissions with the aim of reorganising secondary eduoauot_n.
The diversification of the curriculum has besn made oq the bssis
of the recommendations of thqso:mmmi!tqoa and commissions.
With the introduction of "this system, ths roads for the all rouad
development of the students will remain wide open. They caa got
an opportunity to study subjects according to their abilities, aptita-
des, test and capacities, To facilitate the " studonts to choose their
subjects according to their own sweot will diversification of tha
wurriculum is the best means,
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2 Openirg of Multi purpose Schools

Before independence, students had to siudy subjects mmfml
rorily.  As a result of which, the natural tastes and aptitudes of the
students were neplected and the study of prescribed curricnlum was
forced vpon them.  With the dawn of independence, steps are
being taken to convert sccondary schools into multi-purpose schools
If this programme becomes successful, we can enable the students
t0 study subjects of their choice and make the best use of their
talents and energy. We can nlso enable students to acquire
proficiency in some vocational subjects so that they can get an
opportveity to get self-employment.

3. Guidance Movement

To enable the students to choose vocation according to their
mterest and aptitudes, guidance movement should be encouraged
in the country. Eminent educationists and efficient teachers
should remain in charge of the programme,

4. Introduction of Work-Experience .

Work-experience is directly related to- productivity, The
¢ntire scheme of Basic Education is based on this principle. It’s
purpose is to relate education to productivity.” It can work as a.
greater force for the vocationalization of the secondary education .
Therefore, the Indian Education Commission (1964-66) has sugges-
ted to introduce it at the school stage of education. A scheme for
providing well graded work-experience programme with scientific
Ibiga} be introduced immediately in all the scondary schools of
ndia.

5. Man-power Needs should be Carefully Studied

Acute technical man-power shortage in some industries is an

acute problem in our country. Therefore, we should carefully
study the man-power need our country and accordingly include
vocational subjects at the secondary stage.

6. Proper Planning

Without proper planning, the programme of vocationalization -
of secondary education cannot be successful  Therefore, emphasis.
should be given on proper educational planning.

Conclusion

Though it bas teen generally recognjsed that education is a:
mighty instrument of social change and national welfare, it is-
unfirtunate that we have failed to plan education with proper
insight, understanding and asseernent when we think of [arger
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"nix:’\;]csm‘\;mslm education, we lack adequate founds to finance cd'l‘nca_
uhn'm } ¢ also do not have an adequate system. of education, , We
i renm_mve good education because we are poor and we ?3""“"”
of the In poor bccausc_ We cannot give good educatmn_, One
is to uﬂrca“‘“ problem in an under-developed country like India

osh sel man-power for the all round development of the country.
cducmqu d create such a social climate that all the psople become
Nesie lon-conscious, This can be achieved by giving a vocational

148 In secondary education. It s, trecefore of the highest impor-
tance that we draw up a suitable programme to provide the best
avenues of vocational educational to our secondary school children
¢through whole-hearted Cooperation and dynamic practices.

QUESTIONS
I. “Vocationalization of education i3 one of th: means to
solve the problems created by unemployed.” Discuss.
2. How far your state has accepted the vocationalization
of education ? Djscuss. .

3. Why should secondary education be vocationalized ?
‘How is this problem being tackled.in the new 10+2
pattern of education ? - (U.U. 1981 B.Ed)

4. What is our present position with regard to vocationaliza-
tion of secondary education ? What are your suggestions

for making the scheme more effectjve ?
| - (U.U. 1980 B.Ed)
- 5. Discuss why education should bs vocitionalized ? Suggest
measures to be taken to vocationalize S:condary Educa-
tion in your state. © ‘ .

6. What is vocationali;htiou_ of education ? What steps
are being taken in your state to introduce vocational

courses at +2 stage ? Discuss fully.
' ' . (B.U. 1982, M.Ed)

7. Discuss why education should bevocationalised ?
, . (0.4.5. Exam. 198%)

Discuss the p‘II'Ob!cms faced in the vocationalisation of
Secondary Education ? (U.U. 1986, B.Ed )

’

5. K.L: Sbrimali ; Bdusation in Changlag ladia : p. 3.

/
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