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Come OUT St. Pete's mission is to advocate for community  
awareness and acceptance of all sexual orientations and gender identities. 



(727) 623-0969 | oldkeywestbarandgrill.com
2451 CENTRAL AVE ST. PETERSBURG FL 33713

• Open 11am to 12pm
• Dj spinning from 1pm-5pm
• Brunch from 11-3 and full 
menu available ALL DAY! 

• All you can drink mimosas and
   bloody marys from  

11-3 for $20!

TEA PARTY  
@ Old Key West!



Ryan Williams-Jent 

The LGBTQ community and its allies began celebrating National Coming 
Out Day more than 30 years ago, on the one-year mark of 1987’s historical 
National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights. Believing the 
personal is political, founding activists Robert Eichberg and Jean O’Leary 

sought to unite their community by positively raising awareness for LGBTQ civil 
rights as they celebrated authenticity. 

“Most people think they don’t 

know anyone gay or lesbian, and 

in fact, everybody does,” Eichberg 

later reflected. “It is imperative that 

we come out and let people know 

who we are and disabuse them of 

their fears and stereotypes.” 

In 1988, the first National Coming 

Out Day was celebrated in 18 states, 

expanding nationwide to all 50 

and even seven other countries by 

1990. It was then that organizers 

partnered with the Human Rights 

Campaign, the nation’s largest 

LGBTQ civil rights group, to reach 

more people than ever before.  

“We first observed National 

Coming Out Day as a reminder that 

one of our most basic tools is the 

power of coming out,” they share 

ahead of each Oct. 11 celebration. 

“One out of every two Americans 

has someone close to them who 

is gay or lesbian. For transgender 

people, that number is only 

one in 10.  

“Coming out – whether it is as 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

or queer – STILL MATTERS,” the 

organization continues. “When 

people know someone who is 

LGBTQ, they are far more likely 

to support equality under the law. 

Beyond that, our stories can be 

powerful to each other.” 

It’s important to remember that 

everyone has the right to decide 

for themselves if, how and when 

they come out, which doesn’t 

only happen once. It can be an 

ongoing process for many in the 

LGBTQ community, which National 

Coming Out Day fully recognizes 

and embraces.  

Whatever your age, gender 

identity, national origin, race, 

religion, sex, sexual orientation and 

much more, there’s a community 

waiting to welcome you. 

Come OUT St. Pete celebrates you 

for who you are on this and every 

National Coming Out Day.  

As You Are
 

The History of National Coming Out Day
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Find 
establishments 
that celebrate 

Pride every day
Pride helps you search for 

LGBTQ-friendly businesses in 
your area. Show your love and 
support to the community by 
visiting local businesses that 

are pro-LGBTQ.

www.theprideapp.org

 Shop, Travel and 
Entertain with Pride!

opening 
winter 2020

American house

AmericanHouse.com
Your story. To be continued.

20-STP-5674
ALF #Pending

Located on the corner of 9th Avenue and 66th Street, American House  
St. Petersburg is our newest community. Just outside downtown  
St. Petersburg, this beautiful, contemporary community will offer  
independent living, assisted living and memory care apartments.

Visit our Welcome Center or schedule a  
virtual tour online today!

(813) 280-3509

American House St. Petersburg
1101 66th Street North

St. Petersburg | FL | 33710 
(813) 280-3509
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C ome OUT St. Pete is celebrating our 4th year in the Grand Central 
District! The concept of the annual festival and parade was 
established as a desire to celebrate National Coming Out Day on 
October 11th.

This year’s celebration 

on October 17th will be very 

scaled back and will maintain 

socially-distant protocols due 

to COVID-19! We have been 

working closely with the City of 

St. Petersburg, the mayor’s office 

and the Grand Central District 

businesses in following all CDC 

and city guidelines, so we can 

provide an event that is  

socially-distanced.

Our top priority is for everyone 

attending this celebration in 

person to feel safe. Masks and 

hand sanitizer will be available at 

each vendor location. For those 

who choose to stay at home, we 

will be streaming much of the 

event LIVE on our Facebook page, 

so you still can attend from the 

safety and comfort of your home. 

Our vendors will be placed 

in strategic locations up and 

down the Grand Central District 

between 17th and 31st Streets 

to provide enough space to 

maintain social distancing. Our 

Come Out As You Are Royal 

Court will be performing and 

conducting LIVE interviews 

throughout the day.

We made the decision not 

to hold the annual parade and 

instead chose to partner with 

the West Flamingo Car Club and 

the League of Jeepers in hosting 

a car cruise up Central Avenue. 

It begins at 11 a.m. on October 

17th. Decorate your car, jeep or 

motorcycle and come join us.

While many of our other 

weeklong activities are cancelled 

this year, we were pleased 

to offer a new in-person 

event for 2020. 

Come OUT St. Pete, in 

partnership with Eight O’Clock 

Theatre, scheduled a weekend 

of performances of Terrance 

McNally’s “Mothers and Sons” 

October 9th-11th at the Central 

Park Performing Arts Theater in 

Largo. Protocols were in place to 

ensure the safety of guests and 

performers at this event.  

We also had an unfurling of 

our city block-long rainbow flag 

within Seminole Park in Historic 

Kenwood on Saturday, October 

11th. For a list of all of our events,  

utilize this guide and visit 

ComeOUTStPete.org/Events.

It is an honor to be a part 

of the all-volunteer board 

of directors and committees 

in planning these events 

throughout the year! 

We welcome you to Come OUT 

and celebrate your individuality, 

inclusivity and authenticity 

within the LGBTQ+ community 

here in St. Petersburg.

sinceRely, 
chRis Jones & loRalei matisse 
come oUt st. Pete co-chaiRs
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Where PRIDE  
is always on 

on Tap! 

St Pete Beach’s Newest Gay Bar, 

NOW OPEN! 

Hours: Tues 12-8 * Wed & Thur 5-10 * Fri & Sat 1-11 * Sun 11-9

New  
food menu  
available! 

facebook.com/ShadedKegPub

Drag Extravaganza 
 1st and 3rd Sunday  
of every month 

 
starting at 2pm

Follow us on Facebook 
 for our upcoming of events!
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A perfect party boat for hosting a 
large group.

Located at the Legendary Renaissance Vinoy Resort
Vinoy Resort Marina - 501 5th Ave NE

SailingFlorida.com
727-894-7245 Toll Free 866-894-7245

Private Charters
Half Day Charters
Sunset Charters
Fishing Charters
Team Building Events
Training & Certification

30 Sailing and Power Yachts 
ranging from 27 to 101 foot

        POWER AND SAIL Y
AC

HT

S 

NEW! AZIMUT & LAZZARA  

Luxury Power Yachts Available 

JP CAT
60-Passaneger Catamaran

A perfect party boat for  
hosting a large group.

Celebrating over 20 Years of
Yachting Excellence!

07-1012 © 2020 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (Northwestern Mutual). 

SPEND YOUR LIFE LIVING.

Matthieu Chin
Financial Representative

727.803.1173
matthieuchin.nm.com
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On View Through  
February 14, 2021

Photographer Blake Little captures 
scenes of camaraderie, identity and 

intimacy in a redefinition of 
who a cowboy can be. 

THEJAMESMUSEUM.ORG

150 Central Ave ·  St. Pete, FL  · 727.892.4200

Blake Little, Brian Cornell, Hayward, California, 1989 (detail)
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Ryan Williams-Jent 

Come OUT St. Pete (COSP) has advocated for the acceptance 
of every sexual orientation and gender identity since 2017, 
encouraging a sense of community by promoting equality for all. 

While 2020 has been a year unlike any 

other – as communities like ours unite 

against bigotry across the country and face 

a pandemic threatening the globe – that 

mission is unchanged. In fact, this year has 

only strengthened it.

After worldwide protests against police 

brutality began in May, COSP partnered with 

the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American 

Museum to stand against racism. Its board, 

along with fellow advocacy organization 

Project No Labels, safely gathered to hold a 

vigil June 27. “Together We Rise” sought to 

unite the LGBTQ and Black communities in 

St. Petersburg.

“We must recognize the origin of Pride 

was a riot against police actions,” COSP 

shared at the time, “and show solidarity 

when any minority is facing persecution.”

More than 100 volunteers came together, 

maintaining social distance to unfurl 

COSP’s 375-foot rainbow flag. They knelt 

for nearly nine minutes of silence to reflect 

on the Black Lives Matter movement and 

Pride Month.

The museum’s executive director Terri 

Lipsey Scott reflected on the  

virtually-streamed vigil afterwards, calling 

it a “beautiful and moving tribute to Black 

Lives Matter while commemorating PRIDE in 

our community.” 

St. Petersburg’s commitment to 

inclusivity continued in the next month. 

LGBTQ advocates worked together to raise 

more than $7,000 to install a Progressive 

Pride street mural in the Grand Central 

District, seen above, which COSP’s board 

voted unanimously to help fund. 

The LGBTQ community’s creativity took 

center stage in August as well, when COSP 

and Woodfield Fine Art presented its annual 

art contest and exhibit. Designed to promote 

Tampa Bay artists and celebrate National 

Coming Out Day, more than 150 adult and 

youth submissions were received. 

This year’s grand-prize winner was 

“Peek.A.Boo,” painted by St. Petersburg 

artist Nelson Perez. The piece can be seen 

on promotional materials for COSP’s fourth 

year, including the cover of this year’s guide. 

More than 60 other COSP finalists remain 

on display in an ongoing virtual exhibit, 

including the youth category’s winner 

Community  
OUTreach
Come OUT St. Pete advocates for all

Photo by dylan todd
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Above left

royal court:
 (L-R) Joanie Werner, kristina 
White and stephanie stuart 

step out and into their crowns 
at Enigma on Sept. 7.

Photo courtesy  
come out st. Pete

Above/beside right

together  
we rise:

Community actvists 
proudly assert Black Lives 

Matter on June 27.

Photos by dylan todd

“New Pride Phoenix” by Maya 

Rodriguez. View all of this 

year’s outstanding selections at 

WoodfieldFineArt.com.

COSP’s pageantry also moved 

to a virtual format this year with 

the inaugural Come Out As You 

Are drag contest. Held  

Aug. 13-Sept. 7, Tampa Bay 

contestants who perform as 

drag queens, drag kings and 

those who identify as either 

transgender or nonbinary 

entered to represent COSP in its 

fourth year.

Ensuring COSP’s pageantry 

was more inclusive was a 

natural fit. “There is so much 

going on in the world where 

we are learning how to include 

and embrace each other,” the 

board reflected at the time. 

“We need to do that within our 

own community as well.”

Video entries were submitted 

for consideration that included 

visual representations of Pride 

and various talents. Three 

winners were unveiled in a 

socially-distant ceremony 

streamed live from Enigma in  

St. Petersburg on Sept. 7. 

COSP crowned drag queen 

and transgender entertainer 

Stephanie Stuart, nonbinary 

entertainer Kristina White 

and drag king Joanie Werner 

to represent the organization 

this year. Learn more about 

them by watching each 

representative’s entry at  

ComeOutStPete.org/Contest and 

during live streamed events at 

this year’s celebration.

From partnering with 

Equality Florida to contact 

pro-LGBTQ voters ahead of 

this year’s general election 

to unfurling their rainbow 

flag in St. Petersburg’s 

Historic Kenwood for 

National Coming Out Day 

2020, COSP’s community 

outreach continues. 

All that’s missing is you! 
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WEEKDAY Happy Hour! 4:00 - 7:00

Bevel and Flat Mirrors
Cut To Your Specifications

Specialty Frames Available in
 Oval, Circle and Shadowbox

Framing Watermark readers since 2003

TyroneFrame.com
2060 Tyrone Blvd N • St. Pete • (727) 344-1000

All custom frame work is 
professionally crafted 

on-premises!! 

Bevel and Flat Mirrors
Cut to your specifications!

Specialty Frames Available in
Oval, Circle, and Shadowbox.

All Custom Framework is 
Professional Crafted 

on-premises!!!
TyroneFrame.com
2060 Tyrone Blvd N • St. Pete 

(727) 344-1000

WEEKDAY Happy Hour! 4:00 - 7:00
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A VERY SOCIALLY 
DISTANCED CELEBRATION

Oct. 17 | Grand Central District/Online | 12-5 p.m.

C
ome Out St. Pete has had to re-imagine 

this year’s annual event, keeping 

everyone’s safety while celebrating our 

top priority. This year you’ll be able to join 

us both online with our virtual segments 

and outside in the sunshine within the 

Grand Central District. 

Come take a stroll and visit vendors at 

participating businesses, spread out along 

Central Avenue from 17th to 31st Streets. 

We are fully committed to providing 

visitors as much space as possible to walk 

around and view the wares of our vendors 

while remaining safe. Masks and hand 

sanitizer will be available along the route 

and within the vendor booths.

Social distancing is strongly encouraged 

at vendor booths and while walking from 

place to place. For those who want to 

participate but don’t want to venture out, 

we will be streaming our event LIVE on our 

Facebook page!

During our live segments, we will be 

highlighting our vendors, their products 

and letting you know all about the 

participating businesses of the Grand 

Central District. We will also feature 

entertainment, including from our own 

Come Out As You Are Royal Court! 

They will be performing at various 

locations throughout the afternoon, so 

Come OUT St. Pete – whether in-person 

or online – and show us your pride while 

supporting incredible vendors, businesses 

and entertainers! 

COME OUT 
CRUISE AROUND

Oct. 17 | St. Petersburg/Gulfport  
11 a.m.-12 p.m.

D
ecorate your vehicle 

and show your PRIDE, 

driving slowly and 

safely throughout St. 

Petersburg and Gulfport!  

Street legal vehicles are 

encouraged to come out and 

join us, following all traffic 

signals and driving safely. 

 Line up in the 900 block 

of 2nd Avenue S., view the 

route here and check  

ComeOutStPete.org and 

WatermarkOnline.com 

for even more of the 

latest details! 
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FINE ART | PORTRAIT | WEDDING | COMMERCIAL 
www.DylanToddPhotography.com | 727-310-1212 | 515 22nd St S. St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Wedding Design by Simple Weddings Florida

FINE ART | PORTRAIT | WEDDING | COMMERCIAL 
www.DylanToddPhotography.com | 727-310-1212 | 515 22nd St S. St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Wedding Design by Simple Weddings Florida



COUPLE’S COUNSELING 
Suncoast Imago Relationship and 

Marriage Counseling
727-642-4746

SuncoastImago.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING
Northwestern Mutual – Matthieu Chin

727-803-1173
MatthieuChin.NM.com

FOOD AND BEVERAGE
Noble Crust

727-329-6041
Nobel-Crust.com

Old Key West Bar & Grill
727-623-0969

oldKeyWestBarAndGrill.com

Punky’s Bar and Grill 
727-201-4712
PunkysBar.com

Shaded Keg Pub
727-289-9902

ShadedKegPub.com

St Petersburg Distillery 
727-914-0931

StPetersburgDistillery.com

GALLERY
Woodfield Fine Art

727-254-6981
WoodfieldFineArt.com 

 

HOTEL AND LODGING
GayStPete House

727-365-0544
GayStPeteHouse.com 

MEDIA
Watermark Publishing Group 

813-655-9890
Watermarkonline.com 

MEDICAL
Bayfront Health 

727-823-1234
Bayfront.com 

Metro Inclusive Health
727-321-3854

MetroTampaBay.org

MORTGAGE SERVICES
Savvy Mortgage Lending

727-877-5684
SavvyMortgage.com 

MUSEUMS
The James Museum

727-892-4200
JamesMuseum.org

NEIGHBORHOOD
Grand Central District
GrandCentralDistrict.org 

 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Dylan Todd Photography

727-310-1212
DylanToddPhotography.com

REAL ESTATE
Ted Ciske, Realtor

727-385-9192
TedCiske.com

Your Neighborhood Realty 
Associates, Inc. 

727-321-1734
SellStPete.com

RESOURCE
The Pride App
ThePrideApp.org 

RETAIL
HSN

HSN.com 

Tyrone Frames and Mirrors
727-344-1000

TyroneFrame.Business.Site

SENIOR LIVING 

American House Senior Living
813-280-3509

AmericanHouse.com 

TRAVEL AND LEISURE
Sailing Florida Charters & 

Sailing School
727-894-7245

SailingFlorida.com

Directory Listing
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We know what it means to be here for the 
communities of St. Petersburg. After all, we’ve 
been doing it for generations — listening, 
guiding and providing award-winning, 
compassionate care that’s always nearby.  
And as we’ve built our expertise, we’ve also 
built strong relationships within our 
communities. That alone makes a big 
difference. Because when you need 
care you can trust, you want the 
kind that’s been there, like a friend, 
year after year.

Learn more about how we’ve 
increased our safety and 
protection for patients and team 
members at BayfrontStPete.com.
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