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Serving and Supporting 
                          LGBTQ 
                            Seniors

EPIC’s Friendly Caller 

program pairs LGBTQ 

seniors with trained 

volunteers for weekly 

phone conversations. These 

calls provide social connection and 

referrals to community resources. 

Sign-Up Today! 
Become a Friendly Caller program 

participant or volunteer. 

Call Program Coordinator 

Susan Talbott at (727) 328-5524 or 

email SusanTalbott@EmpathHealth.org

MyEPIC.org

EPIC
a member of

Hello How
Are You

Hola!
Fine Great

#1  - FAVORITE LOCAL HOTEL/B&B
The Hollander is a short distance from many local 

attactions, restaurants, shops, breweries, 
museums, and scenic Beach Drive.

Over 130 feet of beautiful outside terrace, eclectic 
style decor, sparkling pool, poolside bar & 

restaurant and amenities.

421 4th Avenue N
St Petersburg, FL 33701

727.873.7900
HollanderHotel.Com

Be part of our future!
Join us on Sundays 

10:00 am
ASL Interpreted

A Church
of Passionate Worship 

and Music

A Church Where 
You Belong

Before it was cool to be LGBTQ+ in Church – we were 
YOUR CHURCH

3150 5th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 | 727.323.5857
www.churchstpetersburg.org  |  www.facebook.com/KingofPeaceMCC. 

We’ve been OUT and WELCOMING for 46 years!!                                                                            
… and we are still on the move!

Photo credit: Terry Fisher | Social media: @photosby_fish | #RedDoorMediaProductions | #PhotosbyTerryFisher
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Come OUT St. Pete's mission is to advocate for community  
awareness and acceptance of all sexual orientations  

and gender identities. 

COSP 2021 Board Members
CHRIS JONES, Chair

JESSIE WILDER, Co-Chair

BILL KODY, Co-Chair

ASHLEY TOTINO, Treasurer

DAVID SMITH, Secretary

JAYSON CHANCEY, Board Member

SHARON ZIMMERMAN,  
Board Member



Visit our website at 
www.downtown.expert 

Get your care, your way. 

Visit MyPlannedParenthood.org to make an 
in-person or telehealth appointment. 

• Free Condoms 
• STD Testing & Treatment
• HIV Testing & Counseling
• PrEP

• Gender-Affirming 
Hormone Therapy

• Well Person Exams
• Cancer Screenings
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RYAN WILLIAMS-JENT 

The LGBTQ community and its allies began celebrating National Coming Out 
Day (NCOD) more than 30 years ago, on the one-year mark of 1987’s historical 
National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights in Washington, D.C. 
Believing the personal is political, founding activists Robert Eichberg and Jean 

O’Leary sought to unite their community by positively raising awareness for LGBTQ civil 
rights as they celebrated authenticity. 

“Most people think they don’t 

know anyone gay or lesbian, and in 

fact, everybody does,” Eichberg later 

reflected. “It is imperative that we come 

out and let people know who we are 

and disabuse them of their fears and 

stereotypes.” 

In 1988, the first NCOD was 

celebrated in 18 states, expanding 

nationwide to all 50 and even seven 

other countries by 1990. It was then that 

organizers partnered with the Human 

Rights Campaign, the nation’s largest 

LGBTQ civil rights group, to reach more 

people than ever before.  

“We first observed National Coming 

Out Day as a reminder that one of our 

most basic tools is the power of coming 

out,” they share ahead of each Oct. 

11 commemoration. “One out of every 

two Americans has someone close 

to them who is gay or lesbian. For 

transgender people, that number is only 

one in 10.  

“Coming out – whether it is as 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

or queer – STILL MATTERS,” the 

organization continues. “When people 

know someone who is LGBTQ, they are 

far more likely to support equality under 

the law. Beyond that, our stories can be 

powerful to each other.” 

It’s important to remember that 

everyone has the right to decide for 

themselves if, how and when they come 

out, which doesn’t only happen once. It 

can be an ongoing process for many in 

the LGBTQ community. 

Whatever your age, gender identity, 

national origin, race, religion, sex, 

sexual orientation and much more, 

there’s a community waiting to welcome 

you whenever you’re ready. Come OUT 

St. Pete celebrates you for who you are 

on this and every NCOD.

As You Are
The History of National Coming Out Day
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Come Out St. Pete is celebrating its fifth year and continues to 
find new ways to reach the LGBTQ+ community, carrying on 
its spirit to honor National Coming Out Day every October. 

With a newly established 

mission and vision this 

year, our Board of Directors 

has sought opportunities to 

broaden our engagement, 

build strong partnerships and 

give back to the community. 

The past year has been one of 

discovery and growth.

In supporting organizations 

such as Diversity Arts and 

the Dr. Carter G. Woodson 

African American Museum, 

we are working towards our 

objective to diversify our 

outreach and positively impact 

people who may not have been 

reached before.

We are extremely proud of 

the progress we’ve made over 

the last 12 months and are 

looking forward to celebrating 

with you this October!

Our annual celebration will 

take on a new look this year 

in a brand-new collaboration 

with the Grand Central District 

and Car Free St. Pete on  

Oct. 31 as a part of Halloween 

on Central. You also won’t 

want to miss another big event 

in December, ArtVenture, or 

our second annual coat and toy 

drive! Follow us on Facebook 

to stay in-the-know.

We will continue to pursue 

our mission and welcome you 

to join us by celebrating your 

individuality, intersectionality 

and everything that makes 

you… YOU! Come OUT and 

celebrate with us. We look 

forward to seeing you!

SINCERELY,  
CHRIS JONES, COME OUT ST. PETE CHAIR 

BILL KODY AND JESSIE WILDER, CO-CHAIRS

Chris Jones, Chair Bill Kody, Co-Chair Jessie Wilder, Co-Chair
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Diversity makes
for a better
cocktail party.

Today and every day, Tito’s Handmade Vodka sends love 
and goodness by supporting the LGBTQ+ communities 
and nonprofits dedicated to raising spirits, celebrating  

pride, and sharing never-ending messages of love.  
To get involved and learn more, visit lovetitos.com

Diversity21_Poster-24x36_Localized.indd   1Diversity21_Poster-24x36_Localized.indd   1 5/26/21   1:42 PM5/26/21   1:42 PM
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"Nothing in life 
should be straight, 
except your teeth."

General Dentistry

Emergency Dental

Care

Dentures

Veneers

Dental Implants

Invisalign 

Oral Surgery 

Sedation Dentistry 

Teeth Whitening 
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Welcome to this year's "Come Out St Pete" celebration. Like the "National Come Out 
Day" on October 11th, Come Out St. Pete looks to raise awareness and advocate for 
equity and justice for the LGBTQ+ community by celebrating the achievements within 
the LGBTQ community and the Grand Central District's long LGBTQ+ history.   
 
While many organizations are finding new ways to gather in large numbers safely, we 
also celebrate the organizations that continue to adapt and adjust in the face of this 
ongoing pandemic. This year, the Come Out St. Pete celebration returns stronger and 
better. I am excited to see the curated collections of LGBTQ+/Ally vendors and 
entertainers expected throughout the Grand Central District for a self-guided community 
experience.  
 
I encourage you to enjoy the celebration, enjoy a delicious meal at one of our Grand 
Central District restaurants, or downtown at the St. Pete Pier. Take time to soak in all that 
makes the Sunshine City such a wonderful place to live, work, and play. St. Pete 
consistently ranks among the top cities for LGBTQ+ people to live and visit. We remain 
proud to be one of America's most LGBTQ-friendly destinations that have again earned a 
perfect 100 score in the Human Rights Campaign's Municipal Equality Index.   
While this will be my last "Come Out St Pete" as the mayor of St. Petersburg, I will never 
stop working to ensure our community is open to you and embraces you (even through 
social distancing and face masks).    
Thank you again for choosing St. Petersburg, and have a great time! 
 
Sincerely,  
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RYAN WILLIAMS-JENT

Come OUT St. Pete (COSP) has advocated for the acceptance of every sexual 
orientation and gender identity since 2017, encouraging a sense of community 
by promoting equality for all.

“Our mission is to serve the Tampa 

Bay community by providing activities 

and events that raise awareness 

and advocate for equity and justice 

for the LGBTQ+ community,” COSP 

advises. They do so by celebrating the 

achievements of LGBTQ individuals 

while offering support, guidance 

and resources to the community 

and its allies.

Following 2020’s reimagined 

celebration, organizers worked 

diligently to continue bringing people 

together however possible, always with 

the safety of those they serve in mind. 

That’s because COSP “envisions 

a world unified around a culture of 

hearts and minds that value freedom 

of expression, acceptance, love and 

equality for all LGBTQ+ people,” the 

nonprofit shares. 

That was evident in the months 

leading up to National Coming Out 

Day 2021. In April, COSP began 

sponsoring T-Dances at The Garage 

on Central Ave., which marked its 

10th anniversary in the Grand Central 

District this year.

The gatherings continue today 

and reinforce COSP’s mission with 

performances from its Royal Court, 

ambassadors who represent the 

nonprofit each season. It began with 

the inaugural winners of 2020 – drag 

queen and transgender entertainer 

Stephanie Stuart, nonbinary 

entertainer Kristina White and drag 

king Joanie Werner. 

In June, COSP partnered with 

the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African 

American Museum to host a rainbow 

flag unfurling at the latter’s Black 

Lives Matter street mural. Its latest 

“Together We Rise” event – designed 

to unite the LGBTQ and African 

American communities – was held in 

honor of Juneteenth, the federal holiday 

which marks the emancipation of those 

who were enslaved in the U.S.

More than 100 volunteers held 

COSP’s 375-foot flag in solidarity. 

Tampa Bay entertainer Kori Stevens 

also altered it this year to transform it 

into a Progress Pride Flag. 

The design expands on the 

traditional Pride flag’s red, orange, 

Come Out St. Pete celebrates YOU year-round

OUT and Proud

CONTINUED ON PG. 23 | uu | 
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Bevel and Flat Mirrors
Cut to your specifications!

Specialty Frames Available in
Oval, Circle, and Shadowbox.

All Custom Framework is 
Professional Crafted 

on-premises!!!

TyroneFrame.comTyroneFrame.com
2060 Tyrone Blvd N 2060 Tyrone Blvd N •• St. Pete  St. Pete 

(727) 344-1000(727) 344-1000
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yellow, green, blue and violet 

to include black, brown, 

white, pink and light blue. 

The colors represent the most 

marginalized members of the 

LGBTQ community, people 

of color and those who are 

transgender.

In addition to holding events 

for Pride Month like an Out 

and Proud 365 Block Party, 

COSP maintained its monthly 

T-Dances, hosted the bullpen at 

Tropicana Field for the Tampa 

Bay Rays’ Pride Night in August 

and crowned its new Royal 

Court in September. Stuart, 

Werner and White stepped down 

to make room for this year’s 

representatives.

Alexis De La Mer now 

represents COSP’s drag 

queen division, James Cass 

represents its trans masculine 

division and Russell Mania 

represents its nonbinary 

division. Each is eager to serve 

Tampa Bay’s community in 

their new roles.

From National Coming Out 

Day 2021 to a spooktacular 

Halloween celebration and well 

beyond, COSP’s community 

outreach is just getting started. 

All that’s missing is you! 

| uu |  Out and Proud  
FROM PG.21 

TOP RIGHT

NEW 
REPRESENTATION:
(L-R) James Cass, Alexis 
De La Mer and Russell 
Mania step into their 
new roles Sept. 5, 2021 at 
Enigma St. Pete.

PHOTO BY DYLAN TODD

MIDDLE LEFT

ROYAL T:

2020's Royal Court lead a 
T-Dance at the Garage on 
Central Ave. May 2, 2021.  
 
PHOTO COURTESY  
COME OUT ST. PETE

MIDDLE RIGHT

STEPPING DOWN:
(L-R) Stephanie Stuart, 
Kristina White and Joanie 
Werner crown their 
successors at Enigma  
St. Pete Sept. 5, 2021.

PHOTO BY DYLAN TODD

BOTTOM RIGHT

PLAY BALL:

COSP hosts the bullpen 
during the Tampa Bay 
Rays' annual Pride Night 
at Tropicana Field on 
Aug. 20, 2021.

PHOTO BY DYLAN TODD
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FINE ART | PORTRAIT | WEDDING | COMMERCIAL 
www.DylanToddPhotography.com | 727-310-1212 | 515 22nd St S. St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Wedding Design by Simple Weddings Florida

FINE ART | PORTRAIT | WEDDING | COMMERCIAL 
www.DylanToddPhotography.com | 727-310-1212 | 515 22nd St S. St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Wedding Design by Simple Weddings Florida



Your LGBTQ Life.
WATERMARKONLINE.COM

Read the printed Watermark newsmagazine every other week,
and get daily news updates at WatermarkOnline.com

/WatermarkFL @WatermarkOnline /WatermarkOnline /WatermarkOnline

ADVERTISE W
ITH US!

CALL 813-655-9890

D AY T O N A  B E A C H  •  O R L A N D O  •  TA M PA  •  C L E A R WAT E R  •  S T.  P E T E R S B U R G  •  S A R A S O TA 



COME OUT  
ST. PETE T-DANCES

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday 

The Garage on Central Ave. | 4-9 p.m.

Come Out St. Pete sponsors T-Dances at the Garage, featuring 

vendors, raffles and OUTstanding performances from 2021’s 

Royal Court! Alexis De La Mer represents COSP’s drag queen 

division,  James Cass represents our trans masculine division and 

Russell Mania represents our nonbinary division. 

COME OUT  
CRUISE AROUND

Oct. 16 | Gulfport and St. Petersburg

Decorate your vehicle and show your Pride, driving slowly and 

safely around St. Petersburg and Gulfport. 

Learn more at ComeOutStPete.org!

WEST END  
GHOUL-FEST 
Oct. 31, Halloween 

2600-3100 Central Ave., St. Petersburg | 12-5 p.m.

This year our main festivities will be celebrated a little differently 

as we take part in Halloween on Central, a collaborative 

initiative with Car Free St. Pete and the Grand Central and Edge 

districts. Two miles of Central Ave. will be closed from 9th street 

to 31st St. and will host many events! We are responsible for the 

five-block span of the 2600 block to the 3100 block, which will 

feature vendors and entertainers assembled to create a  

self-guided community experience.  

 

 

 

ANNUAL COAT AND BLANKET DRIVE
Nov. 1-14 | St. Petersburg

Our 2nd Annual Coat & Blanket drive will help those in need, 

with multiple drop off locations and partnerships detailed soon.  

Last year was a tremendous success because of the love and 

generosity of our community. Stay tuned for more information!

 
ANNUAL TOY DRIVE

Nov. 15-29 | St. Petersburg

Our 2nd Annual Toy Drive will benefit  families in need of a 

little help this year around the holidays, with drop-off locations 

and partnership detailed soon. Last year was a HUGE success 

and thanks to the community and in partnering with Metro 

Inclusive Health, we were able to provide  much joy to a large 

number of kids! 

ARTVENTURE
Dec. 4-12 | The Grand Central District, St. Petersburg

Artwork will be installed in local businesses throughout the 

Grand Central District. The public will vote for their favorite 

works in various categories. More details coming soon!

Events





WEEKDAY Happy Hour! 4:00 - 7:00WEEKDAY Happy Hour! 4:00 - 7:00

Moffitt is  
a proud  
supporter  
of the 
LGBTQ  
community.
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Directory Listing
ATTORNEYS: 
GBY and Associates 

727-595-7932
GBYAssociates.com

DENTAL SERVICES: 
Deliz Dental Studio

813-755-1800
DelizDental.studio 

FOOD AND DRINK:  
Big Storm Brewery

727-201-4186
BigStormBrewery.com 

Noble Crust
727-329-6041

Noble-Crust.com 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS:
Bayfront Health St. Petersburg

727-823-1234
BayfrontStPete.com

 
 
 

Planned Parenthood
941-567-3800

PlannedParenthood.org/ 
Planned-Parenthood- 

Southest-Central-Florida

HOTEL AND LODGING:
The Historic Peninsula Inn

727-346-9800
HistoricPeninsulaInn.com

The Hollander Hotel
727-873-7900

HollanderHotel.com

The Saint Hotel
727-360-0120

TheSaintHotel.com

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 SERVICES:

Dylan Todd Photography
727-310-1212

DylanToddPhotography.com

REAL ESTATE: 
Nick Acosta, Downtown Expert Realty LLC

407-508-8809
Downtown.expert

Your Neighborhood Realty Associates Inc. 
727-321-1734

SellsStPete.com

RECREATION: 
Hatchet Hangout

727-235-0453
HatchetHangout.com

RELIGIOUS SERVICES:
King of Peace MCC 

727-323-5857
ChurchStPetersburg.org

SENIOR
LIVING COMMUNITY:

The Manhattan St Petersburg
727-362-7500

ManhattanStPete.com
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We know what it means to be here for 
the communities of St. Petersburg. After 
all, we’ve been doing it for generations 
— listening, guiding and providing award-
winning, compassionate care that’s always 
nearby.  And as we’ve built our expertise, 
we’ve also built strong relationships 
within our communities. That alone 
makes a big difference. Because 
when you need care you can trust, 
you want the kind that’s been 
there, like a friend, year after year.

Learn more about how 
we’ve increased our safety 
and protection for patients 
and team members at 
BayfrontStPete.com.
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