Newsletter 6: The Role of
School-Based Programs in Opioid
Education

Bringing Opioid Education into the Classroom

Schools are in a unique position to play a pivotal role in opioid education, especially for
minority youth who may face higher risk factors due to socioeconomic challenges. By
integrating opioid education into school curriculums, students can receive consistent,
accurate information in a supportive environment. School-based programs offer an
opportunity to address opioid misuse before it begins by building awareness, promoting
healthy behaviors, and equipping students with the tools to make informed decisions.
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The Elements of Effective School Programs

For opioid education to be effective in schools, it needs to go beyond just sharing
facts. It must resonate with students’ daily experiences and empower them to
make healthy choices. School programs should be interactive, culturally
sensitive, and integrated into the larger educational framework.




Key Elements of Community Policing in
Opioid Prevention:

Interactive Workshops: Police-led workshops in schools, community centers,
and local organizations provide valuable information on opioid misuse, the
risks of addiction, and ways to seek help. These workshops can include
interactive activities, such as role-playing and discussions, that make the

\learning process engaging and impactful. y

Engaging School Programs: Law enforcement officers can visit schools to
discuss topics like the dangers of opioids, the influence of peer pressure, and
strategies for making healthy choices. These programs often include activities
tailored to different age groups, ensuring that the message is accessible and
relevant.

Community Resource Fairs: Hosting community events that include resource
booths from law enforcement and health professionals can provide educational
materials, on-site counseling, and referrals to local support services. These fairs
also facilitate dialogue between law enforcement and community members,
building trust and cooperation.
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Crisis Response Training: Law enforcement agencies can offer training to
community members, particularly those working with youth, on how to
respond to an opioid overdose. This training not only saves lives but also
empowers the community to take an active role in prevention and education.
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