HAC President ledving

Mickey Norton, for more than 25
years a dominant force in
Huntington’s sporting scene, has
decided to pack up his belongings
and head for Castlebury, Florida.

Norton, 45, presently the presi-
dent of the Huntington Athletic
Club (HAC), said that the main
reason for his decision to move is
the opportunity that a warmer
climate provides. He said that the
idea of a 12 month per year sports
season appeals to him, ;

Norton, crippled at the age of 13
because of polio, took to organiz-
ing and teaching amateur sports

early. His father founded the Hun-
tington YMCA, and young Mickey
worked in his spare time at the Y
while going to school. After
graduating from Hofstra Univer-
sity, Norton worked full-time with
the YMCA.

In 1958 Norton, still only 24
years old, started the Norton Ath-
letic Club. His program included
one of Long Island’s first sports
summer day camps, as well as
year-round programs in baseball,

softball, football, wrestling and
basketball,

Competition was the corners-
tone of Norton’s activities at the
YMCA, the Norton Athletic Club,
and the HAC. Although it is
frowned upon by many today,
competition “is inherent in life
and the earlier you prepare the
kids for it the better off they'll
be,’’ Norton said.

The desire to teach youngsters

- the competitive aspect of sports

led Norton to break away from the
YMCA in 1972, where he had been
associate executive director since
1967. That year he founded the
Huntington Athletic Club, which is
in a good overall posture to this
day.

When he arrives in Florida,
either inlate July or early August,
Norton plans to organize an athle-
tic club similar to ths ones he
worked with in Huntington.

He has already developed con-
tacts there with the Castlebury
mayor and several sports prom-
oters.

Weekly Report

——-

By Bob Zellner

When the Norton Athletic Club of Huntington holds its annual
winter sports dinner at the Huntington Town House Tuesday night

there will be a double reason for celebrating,

The affair honors the many youngsters who took part in the
basketball and other activities during recent months, and it will also

piy homage to Edward M. (Mickey) Norton, who
has been a oneman dynamo in conducting and
supporting athletic affairs for youngsters from six
to 16 years of age,

Mickey has been named Program-Youth
Director of the Huntington Township YMCA and
it is hard to think of a finer appointment, It all
gocs back to the founding of the Huntington Y,
when its st director was Edward V. Norton—
the father of Mickey, '

- That was back in 1946, and it was 2 common
sight to find 1id Norton at every type of youth
activity,  Trailing along with him was young
Mickey, getting a solid background in how to serve
youth, After Ed’s death, Mickey worked for the Y, then went on to
found the Norton A.C. and later added a summer day camp for boys
and girls. He continually developed team programs, starting with tiny
grade school students—and he proudly followed their carcers as the
boys went on to college athletic fame, The programs have been notable
for their restraint from heavy winning pressures. Mickey recruited a
group of sound coaches whose first concemn was the youngsters, Win-
ning, of course, is always important, but teaching the boys and girls
that it is not ALLamportant was a key to the activities,

. Bub Zellner
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Mickey Norton Leaves Y
For New Huntington Post

Mickey Norton, program director for
the Huntington Township Y.M.C.A. for
the past five years, has resigned to devote
his time to the newly-created Hunting-
ton Athletic Club. The Huntington A.C.
is a non-profit organization dedicated to
serve the people of Huntington — boys,
girls, men and women — through sports
and recreation.

Norton started at the Huntington Y
in the mid-50s while still attending Prince-
ton University. His father was the first
executive secretary for the Y which
started locally in 1946. Ed Norton also
served as Huntington's Recreation Di-
rector in the 40’s and 50's.

After graduation, Mickey went into Y
work full time as program and phys-
ed director. He left to start the Norton
A.C. Day Camp in 1957, This highly popu-
lar venture operated in Greenlawn,
Elwood and Fort Salonga until it was
sold in 1967 when Mickey returned to
Y work.

During his five-year stay at the Y,
Norton was instrumental in building a
program that mushroomed from 1,800
members in 1967 to over 5,000 today.
He organized and ran teams and leagues
and instructional programs in baseball,
softball, football, basketball, volleyball,
wrestling boxing, lacrosse, soccer and
track.

The Huntington Athletic Club will be
active in all these programs, adding new
dimensions as it grows. It's Board of
Directors is composed of many of Humt-
ington’s leading citizens and they will
play an active role in helping the Hunting-
ton A.C. serve the people of their town.

The first activities scheduled for the
Huntington Athletic Club will be in base-
ball, softball and soccer. In mid-spring
announcements will be made regarding
the Huntington A.C.’s summer kid wrestl-
ing and summer basketball for ages 10
through unlimited.

The Huntington A.C.’s baseball for boys
will be a two part program — 1. The
Little Guys League with divisions for
boys 6 through 14, playing once or twice
a week from Memorial weekend to the
second week in August; 2. varsity teams
in the 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 and 16-18 years
age brackets to play in the Inter-County
and L.I. Federation leagues.

Soccer will include a Little Guys league
for boys 10 through 14 plus a varsity
team which will compete in the L.I. Junior
Soccer league.

Softball will have four different age
groups involved, all in slow-pitch. The
girls, ages 8 through 15, will play in the
Batting Babes League, once a week
throughout the summer, The men and
women will each be Involved in a two
part program — the Huntington A.C.’s
own leagues, plus a varsity team in each
to represent the Huntington A.C, in Hunt-
ington, Suffolk County and Long Island
A.S.A. leagues,

A special teen-age league will be
formed, playing a doubleheader each
week, the same as the men’s league.

Registration for boy’s baseball, girl’s
softball and boy's soccer will be held
today and the next two Saturdays —
at any of three different locations:

Suburban Furniture, Main Street, Hunt-
ington Village, opposite the Bank of North
America; Huntington Sports Center, Jeri-
cho Turnpike, South Huntington, just east
of Route 110; and Beachview Lumber,
Jericho Turnpike, in East Northport, be-
tween Larkfield and Elwood Roads,

Players may register on any of these
three days between 9 am. and 3 pm.
All sign-up and tryout information will
be given upon registration.

For information on entering teams in
the men’s, women's or teen softball
leagues call 266-3636, 427-7934 or 423-
5007. Organizational meetings will be set
up within the next two weeks.



