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Lon !siand's Sue Ta

' ' By BILL IIIULLON
I staff correspondeot

lj Mick Norton is the ;icest
,guy you'll ever wal1l to
meet and lYlen he brdugh!

.his Huntington, Long Is-
land team dorvn from New
York, an unseen tr6at came
rrvith the trip- - l
. Sue Taylor, only 16 years
'old, lvas something special
,to watch in the National

Spina were co-Most Valu-
able Player arvard vinners
in the metro championship.
Miss Spina banged a
phenomenal nineteen hits
in the five games and l\{iss
T ayl o r cracked thirteen
hits, seven of them hcme
runs, and knocked home
sixteen additional scoies.

,Norlon and his MICE, as
he appropriately calls
their, have' been playing
slow-pitch softball for only
three years,

In 1965, at the Huntington
F a s t - Pitch InYitational,
Coach Norton defeated the
national champions, Rabes-
tos Brickettes. The national
champions lost only four
games that entire year.
Norton noliced the Bricket-
tes' tremendous p:tching
and said, "after we won rve
realized that the team
rvasn't going anylvhere lvith
our pitching. That's r,vhen
we started thinking about
slow-iitch and three years
late|rve started."

The MICE rvon a slorv-
pitch iournament over
Memorial Day weekend in
Rhode Island this year
before they left lor the
nationals.

The Long Island bunch
had no easy trip to Satellite
Beach. Since last Decenl-
ber the girls have been
selling Christmas trees,
manning food stands for all
county sports, and prepar-
ing buffct dinners after all
the basketball games.
They €arned the money and
consequently made it to'the
nationals.

Coach Norton and his
team arrived in Satellite
Beach.Tuesday afternoon

around twelve. They ,erd
early, so the squad played
a practice doubleheader
against the Oklahoma City
m e t rd champions, who
lvere staying in the same
motel as Norton and his
cretY.

The MICE posted a 3.2
record and the two losses
came by a total of two
runs. West Virginia, the No.
4 team in this y e a.'s
national tournament,
knocked.off Long Island
Saturday night, 5-4, on a
two-run homer in the lasl
inning. Wisconsin, No. l0 in
this' years tournament,
.seored seven runs in thq
first two innings and held
on to hand the MICE their
second tourney' defeat in
thc double-elilni:ratic!,t af.
fair. The Long Island me-
tro girls fouglrt back 7-6
going into the fifth and had
the tying and rvinning runs
on in the last two innings
but could not produce the
clutch hit to get them
home,

For the next fe$ years, at
least, teams in the coming
national tournaments will
hear of and be reckoned
with tle Long Island metro
champion MiCE.

The only quality the
MiCE lack is experience
bul they received plenty of
that in the national tourna-
ment this year.

There are only two pla-l'-
ers on the team over 24
years of age. Onc, Arline
Norton, is the coach's rvife,
But, some wilt tell you,
even Norton himself that
she lvas by far the best-
Jielding first baseman in
the tournament; nor to

t

r! --L- ,-.r if has en alarrlt svsrFm

9,,
Women's Slow-Pirch
Tournament held this year
in Satellite Beach.

Norton, director of the
Huntinglon Y.M.C.A., guid-
ed his team to a 43-5

regular season record and
won the l0-tean Long Is-
land metro chempionship.
The Huntinglon ladies
coasted through five games
and rvon the title, unbeaten.

lliss Taylor and Judy
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SIIORTFIELDER JO IVINFREE
. . . Led Comets in hitting ill nationals
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t' '1
\rl Star oLirnament;

,ti,a
mention that she hit.533 in
the tourney which was
ninth best among the

. twelve-hundred girls that
participated. Miss Norton is
30 and the other one over 24

'is 3s.yeai.old Evelyn Boze-
man. Miss Bozeman was
the qeam's second leading
slugger behind sixteen year
old sensation Sue Taylor.' Three MICE were in the
top twelve hitters in the
tournament, Miss Norton
was ninth with her .533
average, I{iss Spina placed
l2th by hitting.500 and, of
course, there is Sue Taylor
who led the tournanrent in
hitting at a .722 clip.

This year's national was
only their second and they
finished in l2th place. Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee lvas thc
site of their first national
tourncy t'.yo years ago
wherc again their two
losscs were by a total of
two runs. ln fact both
games in Norton's first
national tvent extra in-
nings. The first ,loss went
twelve innings and his
second aefeat .took rine in.
nings before he bov.,ed out
in 1969. Coach Norton has
been through sorne hard-
Iuck in the last couple of
years and ncxt year maybe
the law-of-averages rvill
slving his way.

Nearly all of Norton's
girls came up through his
farm leaguc tvhich is
called the "batting babes
league."

In fact one of Norton's
MICE, Bonnie Robertson,
has been with hinr since she
was six years old when she

started in i the ,,batting
babes league."

It n'right be true that the
Huntington horde lacked
experience but they
certainly did not lack
maturity.

Norto[ said, "everyone
was nervous because of
their age but they rvere
mature because each one of

them knew rvhat to do in
any situation."

The MICE of fluntington
Y.M.C.A. on Long Island
are a very young pack and
their youngest is the next ,super-star of women's
slow.pitch softball, that
being the above mentioned
Sue Taylor.

Miss Taylor is the daugh-

ter of Irene ana Ceorlt
Taylor, who works f cii
Newsday, a long tsland
daily, in the financial dil
Partment. 8.'

Norton added ,,ou.ryoni
knorvs Sue is a great hittei.
but what they don,t realize
is that she is a tremendoui
fielder, also." i:

"She has great range aid
is unbelievable in ttid
field," the coach replieil,

' 'A t times she Liils

COMET SHARON }IARRIS
.. . Slowetl down by injury

out(ietders out of the rvi}.
She is an unbelievabie
player," Norton said. .;

Miss Taylor strolied i1
Ieast t\ro hits in cvery Lonf
Island game. She not onlv
led the tournament in hii.
aing (batting averagel but
the young one rvas first iri
home runs lvirh five, scconC,
in runs-brtted-in rvith nine,l
and rvas third - along wiftr
iviiss Sp;na - in r.uns
scored wilh eleven.

"If you tvere to put
. Nancy Oldham (five time '

1q,ll-American) and Hoppy'
Hopkins (Iive time MVP jn ,

the national tournament)
together Sue is a bettcr
fielder and she's twice as
young as either one of
them," the Y.M.C.A. dircc.-
tor remarked.

"When she's at bat," -

Norton says, "the outfield!:
ers don't know where tcii
play. Because if the fieid-''
ers move in Sue will hit it-
over their heads. And if the
outfielders play deep
she'll hit in front of them..
You know she's cffectivg,,
look at her batting aver..,
a}e." :..' '. -(

"If we could have gone
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