June 6, 1933:

« The first ever Drive In Theater
opened in Camden, New Jersey.

. The “Park In Theater”.

«Brainchild of Richard
Hollingshead, a movie fan and a
sales manager at his father’s
company, Whiz Auto Products.
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The father, Richard
“Whiz Hollingshead”
made all sorts of waxes
and fluids for cars, as
well as other products.
The company was sort
of the S.C. Johnson of
the East Coast. WHIZ
products are still
carried by MALPRO
Products, Inc.

W A

«Reportedly inspired by his mother’s
struggle to sit comfortably in
traditional movie theater seats,
Hollingshead came up with the idea
of an open-air theater where
patrons watched movies in the
comfort of their own automobiles.

«He then experimented in the
driveway of his own house with
different projection and sound
techniques.
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«Mounted a 1928 Kodak projector on
the hood of his car, pinned a screen
to some trees, and placed a radio
behind the screen for sound.

.Advertising it as entertainment for
the whole family, Hollingshead
charged 25 cents per car and 25
cents per person, with no group
paying more than one dollar.

. The idea caught on, and after
Hollingshead’s patent was
overturned in 1949, drive-in
theaters were allowed to, freely, pop
up all over the country.

- The popularity of the drive-in
soared and reached its heyday in
the late 1950s to mid-60s, with
some 5,000 theaters across the
country.
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Lyle, about age 3.
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66 Park-In
(on Route 66)
9438 Watson Road
Crestwood, Missouri

Opened 1947, last owned by
Wehrenberg Theaters.
Closed in 1993.

Torn down in 1994.
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Jefferson City Drive In Theaters:

Twin 50 Drive-In Theatre
Bridge Drive-In Theater
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Ron Bandelier — St. Martins, Missouri.
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Twin 50 Drive-In Theatre
2117 Missouri Blvd / 727 Heisinger Road -
Jefferson City, Missouri 65109

Also known as: 50 HIWA (1949)
HIWA 50
50 Twin Drive-In (1976)

(Behind Alexandro’s Restaurant)

| | TR R
P DRIVE -IN- THEATRE |\ & &

11
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The Drive-In opened as a single screen
in May of 1949, originally called the “50
Hiwa Drive-In” with a 400 car capacity.

A second screen was added in 1976. It :
was then renamed the “Twin 50 Drive-
In”, the last night of operation was
September 3, 1985.

2008/02/50-hiwa-drive

The 50 Twin Drive-In had a 350 car
capacity. One report indicated walk up
seating for 200.

coolville.blogspot.com/

12
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DIRECTIONS FOR ENTERING AND LEAVING

REPLACE SPEAKER BEFORE STARTING CAR!

13
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eatocoolville.blogspot.com/2008/02/50-hiwa-drive-in-theatre-jefferson-city. html

http://n

Before the HIWA 50 Drive In, the
location was “outside the city limits™ and
was Whiteway Park. :

Whiteway derived from a early term
meaning “lighted streets”.

ra-drive

n/2008/02/50-hiw

Whiteway Park was home to 1931
Senators, 1932 Negro Baseball
Jefferson City Mohawks, 1933 Capital
Softball league, football, JCHS, turtle
races, and horse shows.

coolville.blogspot.comr

15
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Facts About Picture Screen . . .

Height of Tower, 60 feetl.
Screen Surface: 56 feet wide,
40 feel high

Total weight of screen, 16 tons.
Screen completely assembled on

ground and then raised into position.

MISSOURI VALLEY STEEL

Trrerperaied

Contractors, Enginesrs, Manufacturers and Builders of
Structural Steel Bridges, Buildings, Boats and Barges

Office, Warshouss, Shops and Exiprards
LEAVENWORTH, KANS

50 HIWA Drive In - Screen Construction 1949

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/9769/photos
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50 HIWA Drive In - Screen Construction 1949

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/9769/photos

50 HIWA Drive In - Screen Construction 1949

7]
<
o
5]
15}
=

6/24/2020

17



50 HIWA Drive In - Tower Construction 1949

REPLACE SPEAKER BEFORE STARTING CAR!

theaters/9769/photos

http://cinematrea

Speakers courtesy of Dona

6/24/2020
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MOVIBS UNDER THE STARS IN YOUR CAR
L 2P S i o » ¥ N ¥ >y ¥y xr

»
ADM. SOF inel 4ex ¥’

CDREN BOER
Q\ 12— FREE
<IN kL uom&

115 tnd

THEATRE- Al o™+

g/theaters/9769/photos

0‘11.!' D‘DEPE\'DL\T THEATRE B JEPFEH‘ON CITY!
WHERE YOU ALWAYS GET A WARM WELCOME

1 ’ Free Pony Rides, |4 Box Office Gpens
fr;lcl('hlldu:.l Color Cartoons 6:39 P. ML
yEreun Every Night First Show 7:15

http://cinematreas

LA AT R T
(XA L L L LY I

The logo used by the 50 HIWA Drive-In Theatre in its early advertisements. The
independent tagline was a knock at the dominant competitor, Durwood, which owned the
rival Skylark Drive-In, along with the four-wall Capitol and State theaters.

)"Z)DP-)))))DPO

ENTERTAINMENT UNDER THE STARS ﬁ
IN YOUR CAR "

30 Hiwa Drive-in Theatre,

WEST 50 HIWA—JEFFERSON CITY, MO, ”5

Come as you gre. don’t dress up-unobstrocted View
Giant Sereen-——Individual In Car Speakers

TWO SHOWS EVERY EVENING R:00—10:00 P, M.
Admission 530c—Children Under 12 FREE

=
=3

THURSDAY—FRIDAY, JUNE 9-10

TRAIL STREET---RandoIph Scott

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
TARZAN AND THE MERM " 08

 SUNDAY. MONDAY, JUNE 11:12

Walt Disney’s FUN & FANC_Y FREE

IN COLOR

A COLOR CARTOON EVERY IGHT
(- This il will adimit one person Fri. 6.9 ¢ Mon, 6-12 Free
upon pavment of 10¢ Service Charge & Taa.

4 4 "4 4

ers/9769/photos

e

-

‘u::.\’- ""_,\’."_ -
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GET UP A PARTY — BRING YOUR GHl’.’IIII.-HIIﬂ— 5_?._1"3!"" —

11:30 P. M.

AR the Fun

She L e
Then Sivy ton the Late saowe 07 $1.00 @ Car .25,

@
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o
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D
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EMALE LA L .,-_n FEl TAA

30 HIWA I]Ftl‘-'!: IN THEATHE

Jﬂ'ﬂ:‘lwu '111 MO

B0 MOWA DEIVE (N TNRATES
CMARE CMEMING D COMATION DAY W N (R
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Why a Drive-In
Theatre?

America living. working and
playing on whoels created a de-
mand for a place of Amusemant
where the family could go as a
group in one automobila with
no parking warries and remain
in the car and thus bo Entor-
tained. Hence the reason for the
50 Hiwa Drive-In Theatre and
its predecessors throughoul tho
nation,

Don't Dredd ?fp.f
COME AS YOU ARE!..
MO OME SEES YOU! . .

SOLID COMFORT

Wear what you like—

slacks, shorts, overalls,

pajamas, sarong if you
wish!

tocoolville.blogspot.com/2008/02/50-hiwa-drive-in-theatre-jefferson-city. html

Costs Less
Than a Sitter!

You can take the kiddies with
you when you visit the 50 Hiwa
Drive-In for loss than it costs
10 hire a sitter 1o stay al home
with them, And the nice thing
about it s you don't have to
worry about their salety or con-
duct because they are right be-
side you on the seat of your
car. In fact, they are under
your supervision betier than at
horme.

Children’s

Playground

At the 50 Hiwa Driveln you
will find a completely equipped
Children’s Playground in the
area immediately in front of the
glant screen. There tiny tota
can romp al will while their
parents enjoy the show f[rom
spocial seats al the rear of the
area which have been provided
lar them.

neatocoolville.blogspot.cor D-hiwa-drive-in-theatre-jefferson-city. html
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Snack Bar
And Patio!

For the paucse that refroshes,
cokes, pop comn, candy, ice
cream and other confections are
available in the centrally lo
cated Bnack Bar at the 50 Hiwa
Drive-In, You won'i miss any
of the show while making your
purchases al the Saack Bar.
We invite you 1o use tables
and chairs provided lor you,
Dancing nightly in front of pro-
jection booth before show. No
charge for this,

tocoolville.blogspot.com/2008/02/50-hiwa-drive-in-theatre-jefferson-city. html

Q= |
50 HIWA Drive In — Projection Booth Foundation (in 2002)

Free Bottle
Warmer!

Mothers won't have to skip
baby's feeding when they viait
the 50 Hiwa Drive-In. Just bring
aleng a bottle of baby's formula
and have it warmed In eour
sciontific and sanitary bottle
warmer, free ol charge, which
is available at all times in the
S:mf:k Bnr.

us&id=82405

Darren Snow Collection via https://www.cinematour.com/picview.php?db

6/24/2020
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mdmogis.com

e 1 «f 8 [ Naole:
'| HHWE-IH'THEJ‘TFE

Donnie Ray Daniels via https://www.facebook.com/groups/245895562097953
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Bridge Drive-In Theatre

Skylark Drive-In Theater (1949-1955)
New Bridge Drive-In Theater (1956)
Bridge Drive-In Theatre (1957-1982)

U.S. 54 and U.S. 63
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
(Cedar City Commuter Lot)

09/22/1949 Grand opening as
Skylark Drive-In.

-city-mo#.WndRBEXxFxjo

1956 Renamed New
Bridge Drive-in.

ater-jefferson:

-in-the

1957 Name shortened to
Bridge Drive-in.

e-drive

ater/motbrid/bridg

1982 Final year of operation.

s.com/the

https://drive-in:
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September 22, o —— i
rono e A NEW ENTERTAINMENT STAR WILL |

Skylark Drive-In SHINE FOR JEFF (ITY and TERRITORY!

Theatre launched M

by Durwood ;] (N i

Theatres. et | b Fies
DRIVE Jf IN THEATRE |

Already armed with '

the four-wall Capitol Highways 63 and S—North Jefferson City
and State Theatres, |[ssee——_—"
the Durwood folks
would try to
undercut the four-
month old upstart,
the HIWA 50 Drive-
In in Jeff City.

RTR "= NPT LA O DD PR ) D ) R P

T LR L LA 7 2 0 e

Bl

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/34456/photos
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With a new bridge
being constructed late
in the 1955 drive in
season, the Skylark
decided to rename the
operation for the new
structure that it was so
close.

YOURE |

INVITED

RIDE THI NTW BRIDOR
TO THE

6th ANNIVERSARY —SEPT. 4 THRU 10

JOIN US IN OUR
WEEK - LONG CELEBRATION!

VUNDAY end BOMNDAT

e\ ALL LAFF PROGRAM
Vi I e Ay
\ 0 —t L k. == ..
e .'.:i"' .t - l:::k
SREEEE “\'G-.-,
—— '.'.".‘!' —

S z~:-,;.z.;..., .‘s?,.,ﬁ.,ai "

AT TR LA

CONTRAL By GERITUF Whim O
e v ey

HFERRAL (57T B 0 pdm baiwt g VAN AN FRET

-------------------------------------------------

NEW
Bﬂ ,,u,.......mz'?iﬂi

'I'HE NEW BRIDGE DOES

IT AGAIN!...FIRST i

JEFFERSON CITY RUN
FOR THIS BIG FAMILY

P ——

PROGRAM... J4553 ©
I.I.ISTIEST OF I'IlE.l lI.L!

Jefferson City got a
new Missouri River
bridge. For the
Skylark, toward the
end of its 1955
season, that was good
news.

For the 1956 season,
the name would be
changed to the “New
Bridge Drive-In.” In
1957, the theatre
would simply be the
“Bridge Drive-In”.

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/34456/photos

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/34456/photos

6/24/2020
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FIRST JEFF CITY SHOWING %o
2 BIG NEW BREATH-TAKING THHMERS !

plia i
PSYI ﬁlﬂ"f IIEIMPJIISHJN

A ABANARAAMANRAAANS ;i‘ﬁ

CHO I
The Liztle Gir]
W hu Lives Down The I.an(

LU
EXCITING AE “LONG HOT SUMMER"

“DESIRE IN THE DUST"

Wik Rermend BurreMarthn Hyer

SUNDAY ONLY...

Giant Fireworks Display
THE BEST EVER —

OPEN 7:10 @ START 8:10

Bruce Lacoste via https://drive-ins.com/gallery/motbrid/bridge-drive-in-theater-jefferson-city-mo

Tonight and Sat.
THE NIGHT OWL
SPECIAL
6 Full Hrs. of Fun ..
4 FEATURES
Cortoon and News

Waorld Latest News

Coms Early. Stay Late—Ona Tielsl Tokes
Tou AN the Wiy @ Disd 305 For Shew Times

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/34456/photos

Jefferson City, MO June 13, IBEEI

30



Columbia Drive-In Theaters:

Broadway Drive-In
Sky-Hi Drive-In
Parkade Drive-In

Sky-Hi Drive-In
3110 Highway 43 (old)
Columbia, Missouri

6/24/2020
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The Sky-Hi Drive-In was
located at 3110 (old)
Highway 63. With a
capacity of 700 cars and
a playground in front of
the 105'x 50' screen, the
fare ranged from
westerns to horror to
science fiction.

Opened in 1965 and
closed in 1985 it was
demolished around
1990. It featured an
enormous air
conditioned snack bar.

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/21045. Photo by Ron Bandelier of St. Martins, Missouri.
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Broadway Drive-In
Broadway / Clinkscales

/ West Ash

Columbia, Missouri
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Operating by 1950, the Broadway Drive-In was a small
drive-in theatre located on the west side of Columbia,
MO.

The screen faced the south-east towards Broadway
and the rear of the screen rested at an angle along
West Ash Street, which was then a gravel road.

There was outdoor seating located in front of the
projection booth, which proved to be a distraction
sometimes to viewers in their cars, as some of those in
the outdoor seats would raise their hands and make
shadow puppets on the screen in the projection beam.

This would cause a cacaphony of car horns to sound
until the hand(s) were removed.

The Broadway Drive-In was eventually surrounded
by housing developments, as the city grew
westward. This led to only G and PG films being
shown there because children in the neighboring
houses could easily see the screen.

The Broadway Drive-In closed in 1973 and was
immediately torn down. The area is now the
parking lot for Gerbes Supermarket.
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http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/12184

6/24/2020

34



6/24/2020

1]
a
@
=
Q@
=)
o
o
O]

BI‘;O_aaway yr§_gnt
West: -'|"
g

Google maps.

35



6/24/2020

Bt

FOR THE BEST IN FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
. . . The Drive-In Theatre’s the place to go

EVERYBODY'S GOING TO A DRIVE-IN
—MOVIE TONIGHT—

® No baby sitters needed!
® At |least one color cartoon on each program!
® Smoke as you wish, dress as you like!
® Children under 12 admitted free!
® Giant Screen, Free playgrounds, Monkeys, pony rides,
FUN FOR ALL! !
IT'S NEW—IT'S DIFFERENT—ITS TERRIFIC
ADULTS—60c ® 2 SHOWS NITELY

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/12184

Parkade Drive-In
601 W Business Loop 70

1405 Parkade Blvd
Columbia, Missouri

36



Opened in 1953 and was located
along Highway 40 (now Business
Loop 70). Closed 1960.

Now the Parkade Plaza.

Owned by Mr. and Mrs. Herbert
Jeans.

400-410 cars.

Included a two story projection /
concession booth with an
arpartment for Mr. and Mrs.
Jeans and their two daughters.

FLAME OF ARABY

JOFF CHANOLER
MAUREEN O'HARA

.org/theaters/38926 https://www.cinematour.com/tour/us/11011.html

6/24/2020
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Mexico Drive-In Theater:

Little Dixie Airway Drive In
5350 East Liberty Street
(Highway 54)
Mexico, Missouri

The car capacity was 500.
Opened August 31, 1950.
Owned by Frisina Mexico Theaters, Ltd.

Screen was 52'x42’ with the tower made of pine
timbers, sheeted with asbestos.

Just west of the Mexico Airport.

38
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GRAND OPENING

Thursday, August 31, 1950
Lt
CHILDREN UNDER 12 ADMITTED FREE IN CARS
wumdmm Themeelves in the Well-
Drinis ore Served.
. == SHOWING OPENING NIGHT ONLY —

s.'..l--‘-'“

Fri-Sot Bept
~NORTIWEST Midmigh:t Show Bun-Mes TepL
l'"\ﬁ:“" Satssday, Sept Abbatt - Costells
Jamas Czaig Beris Karlefi in “THE NOOSE
m;—- ~THE MAN WITH MANGS mIGH"
. mh_ HINE LIVES™ end “Cartesn Show™

Fulton Drive-In Theater:

King Cal Drive In
2611 North Bluff Street

Fulton, Missouri

40
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06/1950 Opened as the
Fulton Drive-In.

n-city-mo#.WndRBEXFxjo

Later Known as the
Little Dixie Drive-In.

ater-jefferso

e-in-the:

1966 King Cal Drive-in.

1985 Operated by
Wehrenberg Theaters
and was closed.

eater/motbrid/bridge-driv

om/th

The car capacity was 400.

The May 6, 1950 issue of BoxOffice reported,
‘FULTON, MO. — The 400-car drive-in being
constructed by Don Fikes and his nephew Kenny
Fikes on Route 54 near here will open early in
June, unless weather interferes.”

And the June 24, 1950 issue of BoxOffice
confirmed that the Fulton “was opened recently.”

Now the location of Kingdom Products, Inc.

41
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Eldon Drive In:

Corral Drive In.
1899 US-54 Business
Eldon, Missouri
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The car capacity was 275.

Eldon Drive In was opened in 1947.
Owned by James Fleener.

Renamed the Corral Drive In around 1953.
Still listed as operating in the late 1970s.

44
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483 :Bitget PC Sales &
LI TSI 'Sﬂr:r\rl'cE {

Lake Ozark Drive In:

Grand Glaize Drive In.
5785 Osage Beach Parkway
Osage Beach, Missouri

45
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Grand Glaize Drive-In, Osage Beach 1961

The car capacity was 328.

The Grand Glaize Drive-In opened on May 14,
1949.

The Grand Glaize was the first drive-in to open in
the Lake area, and was owned by Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Smith.

The grand opening advertisement was really
interesting, as apparently few had ever heard of
a drive-in theater in this part of the Ozarks, so
there were detailed instructions about how to
park and how the speakers worked. There were
also "ushers" to help guide you to your parking
space.

46



The Grand Glaize Drive-In was located on
Highway 54 at Lake Road 22 in Osage Beach "in
the heart of the resort area".

The local Lutheran
church began
holding drive-in
church services at
the theater.
Eventually, the
church bought the
property, and built
Hope Lutheran
Chapel on the site
of the drive-in.

ENJOY A GOOD MOVIE

GLAIZE

DRIVE-IN THEATRE

UNDER A COOL OZARK SKY

Admission 75¢
Children under 12 with parents
admitted free

PLAYGROUND for children
and a complete SNACK-BAR

HIWAY 54—2 Miles West
of Grand Glaize Bridge
at the Radio Tower

Located
adjacent to
the KRMS
radio tower.

6/24/2020
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Gravois Mill Drive In:

Gravois Mill Drive-In
14800 Twin Bays Road
Gravois Mills, Missouri

48
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The car capacity was 150.

Opened in 1953.

Closed in 1970s.

Owned and operating by Glenn Jones.

14800 Twin Bays Rd,
Gravois Mills, MO 65037
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1958
aerial

14800 Twin Bays Rd,
Gravois Mills, MO 65037
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Camdenton Drive In:

Camdenton’s Drive In.
119 Service Road
Camdenton, Missouri

101

The car capacity was 150.
Opened April 7, 1950 as Camdenton’s Drive In.

Constructed and owned by E.E. Hopkins of
Lebanon, Missouri.

Was closed during 1954, reopened in 1955, and
was sold to John White (owner of the Lake
Theater), underwent improvements, and

reopened April 30, 1957. Operated as
Camdenton Drive In.

102
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Rolla Drive In:

Rolla DelLuxe Drive In
2540 North Bishop Ave

Rolla, Missouri

The car capacity was 500.

Opened on October 17, 1950.

Closed in 1987.

Facilities in tact through 1992, but gone in 1995.

Last owned and operating by Commonwealth
Theaters.

Aug. 6, 1949 issue of BoxOffice:

ROLLA, MO. — Rowe Carney, head of the R. E. Carney Theatres
and former Mayor of Rolla, plans to spend $100,000 on the 500-car
drive-in which he is constructing on Highway 66.
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Boonville:

Starlite Drive-In
1661 Radio Hill Road

Boonville, Missouri

111

The car capacity was 300.
Opened in 1953.
Closed in the late 1970s.

Across from today’s Boonville High School.

112
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Sedalia:

50 Drive-In
4104 W. Main

Sedalia (Sedville), Missouri

114
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The car capacity was 377.
The 50 Drive-In opened in 1949.
Renamed the Sedalia Drive-In in 1976.

Closed in May 12, 1980, after being hit by a
tornado.

Now the site of the current indoor theater (Galaxy

10 Cinema) just north of Highway 50.

6/24/2020
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Currently Operating
Missouri Drive-In Theatres

v [IEI—

| NOW SHOWING l

117

118
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CURRENTLY OPERATING MISSOURI DRIVE INS:

B&B Moberly Five and Drive

19 Drive In — Cuba

Phoenix Drive In — Houston

21 Drive In — Van Buren

Starlight Drive In — Cadet (Potosi)

66 Drive In — Carthage

Sunset Drive In — Aurora

Barco Drive In — Lamar

B&B Twin Drive In — Independence
B&B I-70 Drive In — Kansas City

119

B&B Moberly Five and Drive

120
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19 Drive In — Cuba

121
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Starlight Drive In — Cadet (Potosi)

P

123

21 Drive-In Van Buren

Double
_ Features

Adm $7.00
P perperson
Children

H  showinfo | [dB age 11
call c { & under
N 573-945-2121 & FREE

Around & Go Back 3 Miles
Take 21 North - 2 Miles on Right

www.ellsinore.com (click on recreation)

124
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66 Drive In — Carthage

125

Sunset Drive In — Aurora

126
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Barco Drive In — Lamar

127

B&B Twin Drive In — Independence
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B&B I-70 Drive In — Kansas City

September 7, 2018: Permanently Closed.
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