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June 6, 1933:
The first ever Drive In Theater 
opened in Camden, New Jersey.

The “Park In Theater”.
Brainchild of Richard 
Hollingshead, a movie fan and a 
sales manager at his father’s 
company, Whiz Auto Products.
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The father, Richard 
“Whiz Hollingshead” 
made all sorts of waxes 
and fluids for cars, as 
well as other products. 
The company was sort 
of the S.C. Johnson of 
the East Coast.  WHIZ 
products are still 
carried by MALPRO 
Products, Inc.
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Reportedly inspired by his mother’s 
struggle to sit comfortably in 
traditional movie theater seats, 
Hollingshead came up with the idea 
of an open-air theater where 
patrons watched movies in the 
comfort of their own automobiles.

He then experimented in the 
driveway of his own house with 
different projection and sound 
techniques. 
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Mounted a 1928 Kodak projector on 
the hood of his car, pinned a screen 
to some trees, and placed a radio 
behind the screen for sound.

Advertising it as entertainment for 
the whole family, Hollingshead 
charged 25 cents per car and 25 
cents per person, with no group 
paying more than one dollar. 

The idea caught on, and after 
Hollingshead’s patent was 
overturned in 1949, drive-in 
theaters were allowed to, freely, pop 
up all over the country. 

The popularity of the drive-in 
soared and reached its heyday in 
the late 1950s to mid-60s, with 
some 5,000 theaters across the 
country. 
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cinematreasures.org
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Lyle, about age 3.
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66 Park-In
(on Route 66)

9438 Watson Road
Crestwood, Missouri

Opened 1947, last owned by 
Wehrenberg Theaters.

Closed in 1993.
Torn down in 1994.
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Jefferson City Drive In Theaters:

1. Twin 50 Drive-In Theatre
2. Bridge Drive-In Theater
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Twin 50 Drive-In Theatre
2117 Missouri Blvd / 727 Heisinger Road

Jefferson City, Missouri  65109

Also known as: 50 HIWA (1949)

HIWA 50
50 Twin Drive-In (1976)

(Behind Alexandro's Restaurant)
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The Drive-In opened as a single screen 
in May of 1949, originally called the “50 
Hiwa Drive-In” with a 400 car capacity.

A second screen was added in 1976. It 
was then renamed the “Twin 50 Drive-
In”, the last night of operation was 
September 3, 1985. 

The 50 Twin Drive-In had a 350 car 
capacity.  One report indicated walk up 
seating for 200. ht
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Before the HIWA 50 Drive In, the 
location was “outside the city limits” and 
was Whiteway Park.

Whiteway derived from a early term 
meaning “lighted streets”.

Whiteway Park was home to 1931 
Senators, 1932 Negro Baseball 
Jefferson City Mohawks, 1933 Capital 
Softball league, football, JCHS, turtle 
races, and horse shows. ht
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50 HIWA Drive In - Screen Construction  1949

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/9769/photos
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50 HIWA Drive In - Screen Construction  1949

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/9769/photos

50 HIWA Drive In - Screen Construction  1949
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50 HIWA Drive In - Tower Construction  1949
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The logo used by the 50 HIWA Drive-In Theatre in its early advertisements. The 
independent tagline was a knock at the dominant competitor, Durwood, which owned the 

rival Skylark Drive-In, along with the four-wall Capitol and State theaters.
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http://neatocoolville.blogspot.com/2008/02/50-hiwa-drive-in-theatre-jefferson-city.html

http://neatocoolville.blogspot.com/2008/02/50-hiwa-drive-in-theatre-jefferson-city.html
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http://neatocoolville.blogspot.com/2008/02/50-hiwa-drive-in-theatre-jefferson-city.html

50 HIWA Drive In – Projection Booth Foundation (in 2002)
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Bridge Drive-In Theatre

Skylark Drive-In Theater (1949–1955)

New Bridge Drive-In Theater (1956)

Bridge Drive-In Theatre (1957-1982)

U.S. 54 and U.S. 63
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

(Cedar City Commuter Lot)

09/22/1949    Grand opening as 
Skylark Drive-In. 

1956    Renamed New 
Bridge Drive-In. 

1957    Name shortened to 
Bridge Drive-In. 

1982    Final year of operation. 
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September 22, 
1949 and the 
Skylark Drive-In 
Theatre launched 
by Durwood 
Theatres.

Already armed with 
the four-wall Capitol 
and State Theatres, 
the Durwood folks 
would try to 
undercut the four-
month old upstart, 
the HIWA 50 Drive-
In in Jeff City.
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With a new bridge 
being constructed late 
in the 1955 drive in 
season, the Skylark 
decided to rename the 
operation for the new 
structure that it was so 
close.
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Jefferson City got a 
new Missouri River 
bridge.  For the 
Skylark, toward the 
end of its 1955 
season, that was good 
news. 

For the 1956 season, 
the name would be 
changed to the “New 
Bridge Drive-In.” In 
1957, the theatre 
would simply be the 
“Bridge Drive-In”.
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Columbia Drive-In Theaters:

1. Broadway Drive-In
2. Sky-Hi Drive-In
3. Parkade Drive-In

Sky-Hi Drive-In
3110 Highway 43 (old)

Columbia, Missouri
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The Sky-Hi Drive-In was 
located at 3110 (old) 
Highway 63. With a 
capacity of 700 cars and 
a playground in front of 
the 105'x 50' screen, the 
fare ranged from 
westerns to horror to 
science fiction.

Opened in 1965 and 
closed in 1985 it was 
demolished around 
1990. It featured an 
enormous air 
conditioned snack bar. h
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Broadway Drive-In
Broadway / Clinkscales 

/ West Ash
Columbia, Missouri
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Operating by 1950, the Broadway Drive-In was a small 
drive-in theatre located on the west side of Columbia, 
MO. 

The screen faced the south-east towards Broadway 
and the rear of the screen rested at an angle along 
West Ash Street, which was then a gravel road. 

There was outdoor seating located in front of the 
projection booth, which proved to be a distraction 
sometimes to viewers in their cars, as some of those in 
the outdoor seats would raise their hands and make 
shadow puppets on the screen in the projection beam. 

This would cause a cacaphony of car horns to sound 
until the hand(s) were removed.
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The Broadway Drive-In was eventually surrounded 
by housing developments, as the city grew 
westward. This led to only G and PG films being 
shown there because children in the neighboring 
houses could easily see the screen. 

The Broadway Drive-In closed in 1973 and was 
immediately torn down. The area is now the 
parking lot for Gerbes Supermarket.
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Parkade Drive-In
601 W Business Loop 70

1405 Parkade Blvd
Columbia, Missouri
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Opened in 1953 and was located 
along Highway 40 (now Business 
Loop 70).  Closed 1960.

Now the Parkade Plaza.

Owned by Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Jeans.

400-410 cars.

Included a two story projection / 
concession booth with an 
arpartment for Mr. and Mrs. 
Jeans and their two daughters.
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Mexico Drive-In Theater:

Little Dixie Airway Drive In
5350 East Liberty Street

(Highway 54)
Mexico, Missouri

The car capacity was 500. 

Opened August 31, 1950.

Owned by Frisina Mexico Theaters, Ltd.

Screen  was 52’x42’ with the tower made of pine 
timbers, sheeted with asbestos.

Just west of the Mexico Airport.
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Fulton Drive-In Theater:

King Cal Drive In
2611 North Bluff Street

Fulton, Missouri
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06/1950    Opened as the 
Fulton Drive-In. 

Later Known as the  
Little Dixie Drive-In. 

1966    King Cal Drive-In. 

1985    Operated by 
Wehrenberg Theaters 
and was closed. 
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The car capacity was 400. 

The May 6, 1950 issue of BoxOffice reported, 
“FULTON, MO. – The 400-car drive-in being 
constructed by Don Fikes and his nephew Kenny 
Fikes on Route 54 near here will open early in 
June, unless weather interferes.” 

And the June 24, 1950 issue of BoxOffice
confirmed that the Fulton “was opened recently.”

Now the location of Kingdom Products, Inc.
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Eldon Drive In:

Corral Drive In.
1899 US-54 Business

Eldon, Missouri
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The car capacity was 275.
Eldon Drive In was opened in 1947. 
Owned by James Fleener.
Renamed the Corral Drive In around 1953.
Still listed as operating in the late 1970s.
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Lake Ozark Drive In:

Grand Glaize Drive In.
5785 Osage Beach Parkway

Osage Beach, Missouri
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The car capacity was 328.
The Grand Glaize Drive-In opened on May 14, 
1949. 
The Grand Glaize was the first drive-in to open in 
the Lake area, and was owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Smith. 
The grand opening advertisement was really 
interesting, as apparently few had ever heard of 
a drive-in theater in this part of the Ozarks, so 
there were detailed instructions about how to 
park and how the speakers worked.  There were 
also "ushers" to help guide you to your parking 
space.
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The Grand Glaize Drive-In was located on 
Highway 54 at Lake Road 22 in Osage Beach "in 
the heart of the resort area".

The local Lutheran 
church began 
holding drive-in 
church services at 
the theater. 
Eventually, the 
church bought the 
property, and built 
Hope Lutheran 
Chapel on the site 
of the drive-in. 

Located 
adjacent to 
the KRMS 
radio tower.
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Gravois Mill Drive In:

Gravois Mill Drive-In
14800 Twin Bays Road
Gravois Mills, Missouri
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The car capacity was 150.
Opened in 1953.
Closed in 1970s.
Owned and operating by Glenn Jones.
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1958 
aerial

99

100



6/24/2020

51

Camdenton Drive In:

Camdenton’s Drive In.
119 Service Road

Camdenton, Missouri

The car capacity was 150.
Opened April 7, 1950 as Camdenton’s Drive In.
Constructed and owned by E.E. Hopkins of 
Lebanon, Missouri. 
Was closed during 1954, reopened in 1955, and 
was sold to John White (owner of the Lake 
Theater), underwent improvements, and 
reopened April 30, 1957.  Operated as 
Camdenton Drive In.
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Rolla Drive In:

Rolla DeLuxe Drive In
2540 North Bishop Ave

Rolla, Missouri

The car capacity was 500.
Opened on October 17, 1950.
Closed in 1987.
Facilities in tact through 1992, but gone in 1995.
Last owned and operating by Commonwealth 
Theaters.

Aug. 6, 1949 issue of BoxOffice:

ROLLA, MO. – Rowe Carney, head of the R. E. Carney Theatres 
and former Mayor of Rolla, plans to spend $100,000 on the 500-car 
drive-in which he is constructing on Highway 66.
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Boonville:

Starlite Drive-In
1661 Radio Hill Road

Boonville, Missouri

The car capacity was 300.
Opened in 1953.
Closed in the late 1970s.

Across from today’s Boonville High School.
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Sedalia:

50 Drive-In
4104 W. Main

Sedalia (Sedville), Missouri
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The car capacity was 377.
The 50 Drive-In opened in 1949.
Renamed the Sedalia Drive-In in 1976.
Closed in May 12, 1980, after being hit by a 
tornado.

Now the site of the current indoor theater (Galaxy 
10 Cinema) just north of Highway 50.
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Currently Operating 
Missouri Drive-In Theatres
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CURRENTLY OPERATING MISSOURI DRIVE INS:

1. B&B Moberly Five and Drive
2. 19 Drive In – Cuba
3. Phoenix Drive In – Houston
4. 21 Drive In – Van Buren
5. Starlight Drive In – Cadet (Potosi)
6. 66 Drive In – Carthage
7. Sunset Drive In – Aurora
8. Barco Drive In – Lamar
9. B&B Twin Drive In – Independence
* B&B I-70 Drive In – Kansas City

B&B Moberly Five and Drive
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19 Drive In – Cuba

Starlight Drive In – Cadet (Potosi)
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Starlight Drive In – Cadet (Potosi)

21 Drive-In Van Buren
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66 Drive In – Carthage

Sunset Drive In – Aurora
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Barco Drive In – Lamar

B&B Twin Drive In – Independence
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B&B I-70 Drive In – Kansas City

September 7, 2018:  Permanently Closed.
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